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the mifunderftanding in the royal family, he attached him(elf to the fon, and Chapter 536 
was fufpected by the king of fomenting the prince’s difcontent. On this ~ 1739: 
account he was fuddenly removed from the poft of groom of the ftole, and ‘———— 
deprived of all his employments, to the great regret of the prince, who placed 
implicit confidence in him and his brother the carl of Tlay, 
During the king’s abfence he was much confulted by the prince; and 
while he was acculed by Walpole and Townthend of caballing with the 
Tories, one of the caules of difguft which the king entertained againft thofe 
minifters was, that they privately caballed with the duke of Argyle and his 
brother *. . 
From the time of his removal he oppofed adminiftration with great acri- 
mony, until he was foftened by the place of lord fteward of the houfe- 
hold, which was conferred on him in 1719. From this period he uniformly 
fupported the meafures of government, although he was occafionally dif- 
guited with the miniftry. 
In the debates which took place on the murder of captain Porteous, and on 
the bill of pains and penalties dgainfl the provoft and city of Edinburgh, 
the duke of Argyle had ftrenuoufly refifted the bill, but in this inflance he 
did not confider himfelf as oppofing government, becaufe feveral, and parti- 
cularly his brother, the earl of Ilay, who uniformly fupported the meafures 
of adminiftration, purfued the fame conduét. In the courfe of thefe de- 
bates however, he threw out feyeral pecvith expreffions, teftifying his difl.ke 
to all kinds of jobs, which were fuppofed to be levelled againft the minifter, 
and feemed to indicate that he was diffatisfied. At the time of the rup- 
ture between the king and prince of Wales, his difcontent became more 
manifeft, and he finally entered the lifts of oppofition during the difcuffion 
of Spanifh affairs. 
It is ftill undecided whether his acceffion to the fide of oppofition was 
derived from the quick fight which pe is faid to have poffefled when it 
was time to leave a minifter, or from difguft and*difappointment, or frona 
difapprobation of meafures. But whatever were the motives which influ- 
enced his conduét, his defeétion was a fevere blow to the minifter. He gave 
freth {pirits and energy to the caufe of oppofition in the houfe of lords. 
Hiss violent and declamatory {peeches were calculated to make a deep im- 
predfion on the public mind, and his perfonal weight and intereft in the 
hqufe of commons feduced feveral members from the minifterial intereft, 
amongft whom was Dodington, who had Jong attached himfelf to the duke,, 
and’ looked up to him-as a {pecies of demigod. 
* ler 1. 
See Chapler rs. The 
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Period vil. ‘The averfion which the anti-minifterial party had conceived againft the 

3737101742. duke of Argyle, was now converted into refpect and love*.~ He who was bit- 

— _ terly arraigned for his political verfatility, was now applauded for his virtue and 
patriotilm. His oppofition to the minifter cancelled at once all his former 
errois, and he fuddenly became the idol of the party. Pulteney paid a high 
eulogium to his great merit and exalted talents, while he was prelent in 
the houfe of commons, for the purpote of hearing the debate. Speaking of 
thofe who had voted againft the convention, Pulteney obferved, “ They 
who had the courage, Sir, to follow the di@ates of their own breafts (I do 
not mean to reflect on any gentleman) were difabled from farther ferving 
their country in a military capacity. One exception, Sir, I know there 1s, 
and I need not tell gentlemen that I have in my eye one military perlfon, 
great in his charaéter, great in his capacity, great in the important offices he 
has difcharged, who wants nothing to make him ftill grearer but to be ftrip- 
ped of ail the pufts, of all the places he now enjoys—But that, Sir, they 
dare rfot do +.” 

In the common topics of oppofition, the duke of, Argyle felt no embar- 
raffment, but when an accufation was brought forwards for paft tranfactions, 
which had taken place during his continuance in adminiftration, in the fupport 
of which he had been aétive and zealous, he felt himfelf in an awkward fitu- 
ation. It was not poffible to reconcile his invective againft the minifter with 
his well-known and often repeated apothegm, That all firft minifters had 
been faulty, but that Sir Robert Walpole had the leaft faults of any mini- 
fter with whom he had ever been concerned ¢. As an apology, therefore, 
for his firft {upporting, and afterwards arraigning the fame meafures, he in- 


“white he fupported Sir Robert Wal 


* The pro; of party prejudice is well 
‘exeioplified in re, Oplaions of Sarah, duchefs 
of Marlborwugh,” who entertained « ftrong 
contempt and averfion for the duke of Argyle; 
> but 
inftantly changed her opinion in his favour, 
when the duke entered the lifts of oppofition, 

“ 1738.—I[t is faid the duke of Argyle is 
extremely angry. It is a common faying, that 
when a boule is to fall the rats go away ; but 
I doubt there is nothing of that’in this cafe, 


and I father think the Re mutt be to‘bave ” 
wi 


fome new demand fatis! hich is a thing 
this prace has often done. 

“1738.—After all the great noife «here 
wee pn auke ek A red 
ably angry with Sir 3 every thin 
pad Goce ia the houle without ii ayia. the 


Ye being irrecencil-~ 


leaft word to thew it; that was no furprife to 
me. 

# ey eared think it is qpite fure that the 
duke of Argyle is determined, and tras thrown 
away the fcabbard, and be ules to have a very 
quick fight when it ‘was’ time to leave a mi- 
nifter. 


“© 1938-g.—The duke of le {poke 
charibicgly {on the oss ea ets Spain) 
and has certainly thrown away the {cabbard, 

“ 1738-g—All the hatred 1 dnce had to 
him, opon a xery juft account, is now, tur: 
= The duke of Ariyle {poke 

1 740-d mn! X as 
well as it Wis poffible for a man to iig.!" 


1 The Deke ot aibyite pecs. answered, 
Pe ly 336” 


fifted 
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fifted that the minifter had engroffed the whole power of government, that 
the privy council was excluded from all knowledge of the proceedings, and 
that the meafures were only fubmitted to them for approbation, and not 
for examination. He mentioned himfelf as a witnefS of the truth of this 
ftatement. For although he was commander in chief, yet the knowledge of 
many-material tranfactions had been withheld from him. He {aid that there 
were two cabinet councils in the kingdom, the king had one, and the mini- 
fter had another, and that the king’s knew little or nothing of what was 
done in the other. He thus endeavoured to exculpate himfelf, and to 
throw on the minifter the whole blame of paft tranfactions, which he and 
his party were difpofed to arraign, as arguments for his removal. 

The duke of Argyle was a warm, impetuous and animated orator. He 
poffeffed great fluency of language and elegance" of diction. His {peeches 
were highly declamatory, and filled with affected expreffions of candour, 
conviction, and difintereftednefs. They had always a very great effect, by 
appearing to be unpremeditated effufions flowing from the occafion and 
adapted to the moment. They were accompanied with all the graces of elo- 
cution, gefture, and dignity of manner. His cloquence was highly cele- 
brated by Pope and Thomfon *. . 

As there was great reafon to apprehend that the court of Spain would not 
fulfil her engagements, by paying the. 95,000, the king {ent a meffage to 
both houfes of parliament, expreffing hopes that they would enable him to 
make fuch farther augmentations of his forces, both by fea and land, and to 
concert fuch meafures as the emergency of affairs might require during 
the recefs of parliament. The houfe of lords returned an addrefs, affuring 
him of their fuppert. The commons refolved, that towards enabling the 
king to augment his forces, if neceffary, the fum of £. 500,000 fhould be 

ranted. 2 

e They alfo voted £.60,000, which, according to the terms of the con- 
vention, were due to Spain for thé fhips taken in 1718, And this fam, 
with the £. 95:000, was to be applied towards making fatisfaction to 
his majefty’s injured fubjeéts for their lofits. The feffion was, foon after, 


' Argyle, the fiate’s whole thunder born to wield, 
* And foake alike the fenate and the field.” 


And Thomfon fays of him, 
from his rich tongue 
 Pecfuafion flows, and wins'the high debate.” 
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clofed by prorogation. The king's meffage, the addrefs of the lords, and 
tefolutions of the commons, were fent to Mr. Keene, who was ordered 
to acquaint La Quadra, now marquis of Villarias, that this was a provi- 
fional power which was thought neceffary to be given during the recefs of 
parliament, fhould any emergency-occur which concerned the honour, intereft, 
and fafety of the king’s dominions, and ought not to excite jealoufy, and 
that the grant of the £. 60,000, to be paid by England, if Spain would 
difcharge the £.95,000, within the time limited by the convention, was 
a proof of the king's defign to fulfil his engagements, But this conciliat- 
ing language had no effet. The face of affairs was totally changed in Spain ; 
the haughty and infulting language of the Englith parliament and people 
difgufted and provoked that fenfitive nation, and for fome time all the ac- 
tions of the Spanith court fully proved their determined refolution not to 
fulfil the terms of the convention. ? 

The Spanjfh minifters made bitter remonftrances on the continuance of - 
admiral Haddock’s fleet in the Mediterranean, which they confidered as in- 
fulting their coafts *. 

When the plenipotentiaries met, the Spanith full powers were not fo ex~ 
tenfive as the Britith, and the meeting was adjourned on that account. 
Villarias‘declared, on application beipg made from the South Sea company, 
that the king of Spain would liften to no propofal on the part of the com- 
pany until the £.68,000 was paid. When the’plenipotentiaries met, and 
the full powers were allowed to be drawn up in due form, de la Quintena, 
one of the Spanifh plenipotentiaries, announced, in the name of his matter, 
that while the Britifh {quadron remained in the Mediterranean, no grace or 
Facilities were to be expected, that the Englifh were to be treated according 
to the rules of the moft rigid juftice, as the honour of the king of Spain 
would not permit any condefcenfion while fuch a fcoutge hung over them. 
The king of Spain himfelf, bitterly complained to Mr. Keene of the infult 
offered to his honour, by the cantinuance of the Britifh fquadron on his 
coaft, and declared, that as the South Sea company “ refufed to pay the 
£-68,000, he thought himfelf at liberty to tevoke the affiento for ‘ne- 
groes, and to feiae their effects as an indemnification for that fum +.” 

After this audience, Villarias fignified to Mt. Keené, that his mafter 
confidered the peace at an end; thaf there was no dependence on-the pro- 
amifes of the Britith court ; infifted on the claim of fearching fhipé in the 
American feas, and concluded by intimating, that if that claim, was not 

* Account of the negotiation with Spain, Walpole Papers. + Tindal, vol. 20, p. ¢19. 
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admitted as the bafis of future negotiations, there could be no occafion for Chapter 55 
-any farther confererice*. This was juftly confidered as a prelude to the ~ 1739. 
declaration of war; the moft vigorous preparations were made in England 
for offenfive operations; Haddock, who was cruifing off Cadiz, was confider- 
ably reinforced ; Sir John Norris hoifted the union flag on board the Namur, 
at Chatham; Sir Chaloner Ogle was ordered to the Weft Indies with a 
large force, while Horace Walpole embarked for Holland to require the 
quota of troops, ftipulated by treaties in cafe of a war. 
The miniftry had fent to Mr. Keene his lat inftructions, which.were, to 
declare that the king infifted on a full renunciation on the part of Spain, of 
all claimis of fearching Britith fhips, as the bafis of a future treaty, and 
that the honour of the Britifh crown and nation would not fuffer any farther 
negotiations, but upon that condition. He likewife demanded, in very pe- 
remptory terms, the immediate execution of all that had been ftipulated on 
the part of Spain by thé convention, and that the Britifh rights to Georgia 
and Carolina fhould be exprefsly acknowledged in the future trédty. He 
farther obferved, that the failure of the crown of Spain to fulfil the terms 
of the convention, had given a new turn to the ftate of affairs between the 
two courts, which intitled his Britannic majefty to be more peremptory, and 
to rife in his demands, efpecially confidering the vaft expences which the 
Spanith breach of faith had obliged Great Britain to incur, in armaments 
both by fea and land. Mr. Keene, as ufual, received an evafive antwer, but 
renewed his applications to the Spanifh miniftry, and firmly told them, that 
his court had adopted a refolution of granting their fubjeéts liberty to 
make reprifals on the Spaniards, and that he was ordered to leave Spain if 
he did not immediately recejve a’ fatisfactory anfwer +4. 
The reply amounted-to a declaration of war. The Spanith court, fecretly 
inftigated by the French, eager to obtain the affiento contract, and to become 
the carriers of the Spanifh trade into the Welt Indies, rejeéted fo difhonourable 
a compromife, and prepared for hoftilities with unufual aGtivity. The Britith 
cabinet iffued letters of reprifals, and Admiral Vernon was fent with nine 
men of war to intercept the Affogne fhips in their paffage from America 
to Spain, and then to reduce Porto Bello. 
* The declaration of war againft Spain was received by all ranks and diftinc- -oa. 19, 
tions of men, with a degree of enthufiafin and joy, which announced the ge- Declaration 
neral frenzy’ of the nation. The bells were pealed in all the churches ‘of °f¥** 


Tindal; vol. 20. p. 479. + Abid. p, q24 
Vou. L 4K London ; 
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London®*; huzzas and acclamations refounded on all fides; a numerous 


1757%01742. proceffion attended the heralds into the city, and the prince of Wales 
—— 


Conduct of 
Roglnd: 


did not deem it a degradation to accompany it, and to {top at the door 
ofthe Rofe Tavern, Temple Bar, and drink fuccefs to the war. The ftacks, 
which had been fome time on the decline, rofe inflantaneoufly. This 
unufual circumftance, at the opening of a war, was owing to the fanguine 
expectation, that hoftilities would be carried on at the expence of the enemy. 
The poffeffions of Spain in the Weft Indies were confided as likely to 
fall “an eafy prey to the Britith adventurers. The merchants anticipated 
the monopoly of the commerce with South America, and the poffeffions of 
the mines of Peru and Potofi. But thefe idle dreams of riches and conqueft 
foon proved fallacious; what the minifter had. forefeen, now lnppened : 
England {tood fingly engaged in war without an ally. 

‘Fhe Spanith manifefto fully juftified the conduct of Spain, and proved to 
impartial Europe, that though in.the refulal to pay the £.9 5,000, thé appeared 
to be the aggreffor, the Englith were the real agereffors, and that while affect- 
ing to comply with-the letter, they hadiviolated the fpirit of the treaty. France 
artfully availed herfelf of thefe cireumftances ; while (he armed' both by fea-and 
land, with a view to intimidate England, and to join Spain, whenever a 
favourable opportunity fhould occur, fhe artfully offered her mediation to 
compofe the differences, and prevailed.on the Dutch to maintain a ftate of 
neutrality, by threatening them: with an army of 50,000 mien towards the 
Eow Countries, and alluring them with hopes of fharing the fpoils of the 
trade which the Englifh carried on to Spanith America: 

On reviewing the conduc of England, from the renewal of the difputes 
concerning the Spanifh depredations in 1737, to the declaration of war, we 
fhall not hefitate to confefs, that it was inconfiftent, unjuft, haughty, and 
violent. 

The Britifh nation liftened only to one fide of the queftion, gave implicit 


“credit tovall thé exaggerated accounts of the cruelties- committed by the 


Spaniards without due evidence, and’ without noticing the violations of ex- 
prefs treaties by the Britifh traders. The difficulty of obtaining an accurate 
ftatement of facts, which had paffed in the American feas, was feldom taken. 
into confideration. Inftant and full reparation far damages, not fufficiently 
muthenticated, ahd always ovér-rated, was Toudly and repeatedly called for, 


* It is recorded, that Sir Robert Walpole, bells were ringing. for the deciamtion of war. 

er bells ringing, inquired the canfe They now ring tl pee ie © replied, but they 
Sejpicings, and wea informed that the, ~will fag orig thetr 

‘The. 
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The ety of No earch echoed from one part of the’kingdom to another, and 
reverberdtet from London to Madrid. The common topics of juftice and 
humanity were forgotten amidft the public ardour ; a general enthufiafin per- 
varled all ranks of people, and the yeligious crufade again{t the Saracens, in 
an age of bigotry and ignorance, was not profecuted with greater fervour 
than the commercial crufade againft Spain, in an enlightened century. The 


crown of Spain was réviled and degraded in the cyes of Europe, by the pe-- 


tulance of declamatory eloquence ; impericus meflages were fent to Madrid, 
and the moft haughty and irritable court in Europe, provoked and infulted 
beyond the poffibility of farther forbearance. - 

The public conduct of the minifter is alfo liable to much animadverfion, 
though from a different caufe. 

Burke fays, “ I obferved one fault in his general proceeding. He never 


‘6r9 


Chapter x5. 


1739 
Speer 


nade of Wal- 
pole, 


manfully put forward the entire ftrength of his caufe. He temporifed ; he . 


managed’; and adopting very nearly the fentiments of his adverfaries, he op+, 
poked t their inferences. This, for a politieweommander, is the choice of a 
weak poft, His adverfaries had the bettérof the argument, as he handled 
it, not as the reafon and juftice of his caufe enabled him to manage it. I 
fay this, after having feen, and with fome care examined the original docu- 
ments, concerning certain important tranfaGtions of thofe times. They pers 
feétly fatisfied me of the extreme injuftice of that war, and of the falthood 
of the colours, which, to his-own ruin, and guided by a miftaken policy, 
he fuffered to be daubed over that meafure, Some years after, it was my 
fortune to cohyerfe with many of the principal actors againft that minifter, 
and with thofe who principally excited that clamour. None of them, no not 
one, did in the leaft defend the meafure, or attempt to yuftify their conduct, 
which, they as freely condemned as they would have done in commenting 
upon any proceeding in hiftory in which they were torally unconcerned, 
Thus it will be. They wlio ftir up the people to inyproper detires, whether 


of peace or war, will be condemned by thentfelves. They who weakly yield. 


to them, will be condemmed by hiftory *.” | 


Thefe. obfervations are perfectly juft; but the fagacious author did not 


fufficiently confider, and perhaps did not knéw, the delicate fituation of the 
mminiftet, and. the etnbarraffiments under which he jaBoured at this particular 
junéure. Walpole himfelf well knew the ftrongtty of the arguments, which 
might bave been produced againft the> affertions of tthe minority. Hie tvas 
aware, that the Britith* whe craded to the South! Scas, wore prideipally 
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engaged in carrying ori an illicit trade, and in importing and exporting 
illicit goods; that few of the captures were illegal; and that the Spaniards, 
though they might in fome mftances have tranfgreffed the bounds of {trict 
juftice, yet in general were fufficiently vindicated by the conduct and beha- 


j¥iour of the Britifh traders. 


The fact was, that the nation could not hear the truth; the minds of all 
men were fo inflamed with tales of cruelties, that any attempts to contra- 
dié& them were wholly ineffectual. The minifter himfelf could not venture 
to queftion or decry them. 

An infinuation thrown out by fome of his friends, that the Britifh fhips in 
the Weft Indies carried on {muggling, contrary to treaties, and to the true 
intereft of the fair trader, was received with high indignation, and reprefented™ 
by oppofition, as a reflection caft upon the whole body of:Englith merchants 


_in America*. Nor need any other proof be given of the general infatua- 


tion and frenay, which prevented the voice of truth and reafon from being 
heard, than that the fuble of Jenkins’s ears was fully credited, and that no 
one could venture to call in queftion the truth of that. abfurd ftory, He 
was obliged therefore to confine the defence of the convention to the expe- 
diency of the meafure, the inconveniences of war, and the advantages of 
peace, with fuch general arguments as were anfwered and nullified by im- 
paflioned appeals to the feelings and honour ofan injured and infulted nation. 

His oppofition to the war, drew upon him odium and unpopularity 
from all quarters. Even many of thofe who voted-with him from per- 
fonal confiderations, were equally free in their complaints of his indolence, 
want of fpirit, and averfion to vigorous meafures, for vindicating the national 
honour, and chaftifing the infolence of Spanith depredations. 

The king was eager for war. In{pired by a martial {pirit and natural mag- 
nanimity, he was difpofed to feek reparation of injuries by military operations, 
preferably to the flower and lefs fplendid methods of negotiation. 

By the death uf queen Caroline, Walpole had loft: his principal protectrefs ; 
one who uniformly appreciated his counfels: and promoted his views ; who 
miaintained in the king’s mind thofe; favourable fentiments, which thofe who 
were about his perfon,. were labouring to change. Her deceafe gave fol 
{cope to the intrigues of 2 ftrong partyin the cabinet, who inclined for war, 
‘andoppofed thofe meafares which tie minifter wifhed té-adopt!: 

‘The duke of Newcaftle was particularly vehemtnt in fuipporting the ton~ 
tents of the petition, which the merchasts had delivtred to, the king in 2937- 
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Th conformity to this ftatement of the grievances, he drew up an angry me~ Chapter 53> 
morial, which Keene was ordered to prefent to the Spanifh minifters, in 1739. 
wwhich he endeavoured to prove that the Spaniards had broken the articles in —<—~——!" 
“feveral treaties, and particularly alluded to the treaty of 1667, ‘This memo- 

rial* was forwarded to Keene, to be prefented to the court of Madrid, and 

Horace Walpole was ordered to draw up a fimilar one, to be prefented to 
the*States General. But the“ lagacity of Horace Walpole faw the faét in a 

very different light. He was fullyfenfible that the treaty of 1667, referred 

only to the trade which Great Britain was permitted to carry on to the 

Spanifh dominions in Europe only, and had no reference to the American 
commerce. This opinion he reprefented with his ufual freedom, and proved 

by undoubted documents +. 

Sir Robert Walpole adopted this mode of thinking, and objected to: New- 
caftle’s memorial. But being unfupported by the king, and the other mem- 
bers of the cabinet, he was compelled to withdraw his oppofition, and affent 
to the meafure. Even when the convention was ratified, and the fettling of: 
the difputes referred to an amicable compofition, Newcaftle -adopted the 
opinions and language of oppofition, and ebferved, in a letter to the Britifh 
minifter at Madrid : 

“* His majefty’s view and defign is, that this commiffion fhould not, like 
fome former ones, be drawn into length and produce no effect ; but that all 
points in difpute: between the two crowns, may be thoroughly examined, and 
finally {ettled and adjufted; fo that a perfect good’ underftanding may be 
eftablifhed between the two nations ; which is impoffible to be done, as long as 
the depredations continue in any manner and therefore the king does expect, that 
the freedom of navigation of his fubjes may be effefually fecured to them} that 
they may neither be liable to be taken-or fearcked in their navigation in the Ame= 
rican feas, to and from any part of his majefly's dominions t.” 

The chancellor, lord Hardwicke, aahan of moderation, good fenfe, and 
candour, was of the fame opinion with the duke of Newcaftle, and {poke 
with fuch vehemence in the honfe of lords again{t the depredations, and in 
favour of compuifory: meafures, that Walpole, whe ftood behind the throne; 
exclaimed to thof who were near him, “ Brave colonel Yorke, Brayn §.°--- 
Lord. Harrington inclined ‘to the fentiments of Newcaltie and Hardwicke. 
‘The earl of. Wilmington was always blindly attached to the opiniod of the 
king, and thesefore favoured the war, He repented that he: had declined 


Pins Sn aaa bdo Jwouary 26; 1737°8. Walpale 


trata x of Neweafle to Benjamin Keene,. a F From'tht dave earl of Hardwicke. 
accepting | 
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accepting the employments which had been offered to him on the death of 
George the Firft; his hopes revived on the deceafe of queen Caroline’; he 
afpi to the fiation of firft minifter, and by his fecret influence in the 
v¢lofet, occafionally thwarted and counteraéted the advice of Walpole, 

The only members of the cabinet of whom Walpole was fecure, were Sir 
Charles Wager, the earl of Godolphin, who had fucceeded lord Lon(dale in 
the office of privy feal, which he retained in compliance with the wilhes ‘of 
the minifter, to whom he was uniformly and inviolably attached, and the 
duke pf Devonthire, who was occafienally abfent in Ireland. 

- Many meafures were alfo adopted which he did not approve, and many 

;perfons appointed to commands, particularly admiral Vernon, in oppolitian 
to his wifhes. The letters of reprifal were iffued contrary to his opinion. 
Newcaftle had adapted the declaration of war to the public opinion *, 
in alirect contradiction to his known fentiments, on the bafis of princi- 
ples "which held up the delay of Loflilities. to -eenfure, and, as the minifter 
‘thought, with a view to caft an odiym upon him, ‘The declaration had 
been approved by the cabinet, and was on the point of being iffued in this 
form, when @ {trong remynftrance of Horace Walpole + to the Jord chan- 
cellor, induced the fecretary of ftate to amend this important paper. ° 
+A (till greater fource of difcord had been derived from the refolution of 
the minifter to obtain the privy feal for lord Harvey, who had uniformly 
proved his attachment, and had ftrenuoufly fupported his adminiftration, 
by fpeeches, and by his pen. Godolphin, who had fucceeded lord Lonf- 
dale in that high office, had announced his intention of retiring, but had 
delayed the sefignation.¢f the request of Walpole, until the diffjculries- which 
reacted the nomination of Hervey could be removed. That nobleman 
had, by his farcaftic and petulant raillery, rendered himfelf fo highly difagree- 
able to Newcaftle, that in a letter to lord chancellor Hardwicke, he obferved, 
Sir Robert Walpole and Pultengy, are not more oppofite in the houfe of 
commons, than lord Hervey and § ate, with d to our mutual inclina- 
tions to each gther, in our boule f , He ftrangly reprefented the objections 
to his promofion, and the ill effets which, would be derived ‘from, it. He 
propofed, rather than fubmpit,,that the duke of Grafton, the Jord chancellor, 
his brather Mr. Pelham, and himéelf fhould tefign; and even if they fhould 
not accede to this meafize, ayowed dis ‘refplution ingly to mtire, rather than: 
bear what he confidtred as a, perfanal infult.., Ae. medé alfo ftrong semon- 
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frances on the fubject to Sir Robert Walpole, and a violent altercation 
paffed Between them at Claremont. Nofwithftanding thele pofitive decla- 
rations, the minifter perfevered in his refolution. Lord Hervey was at length 
appointed lord privy {eal, and Newcaflle, either finding his ed-adjutors not 
inclined to refign in compliance with his requeft, and oftened by the chan- 
cellor and his brother, fuppreffed his difgaft, and acquie(ced in the nomina- 
tion. 

The fituation of the minifter was rendered till more irkfome, by the oc- 
cafional ill-humour of the king, who thwarted and counteraéted his views, at 
the very moment when he moft wanted his afiftance. Several inftances of a 
pertinacious refufal of the minifter’s juft requefts, appeared in the courfe of 
this fummer. But one in particular, will farve to fhew the extreme em- 
barraffments under which he laboured. 

Horace Walpole had ferved, with little interruption, in the quality off en- 
voy, plenipotentiary, or embaffador from 1722 fo 1739. He had performed 
his functions with unremitting affiduity and addrefs ; and had rendered bim- 
felf eminently ufeful in the conduét of foreign affairs. He had been for fome 
time weary of his employment, and expreffcd an earneft defire to return to 
England. On the death of queen Caroline, his Gtuation abroad became more 
difficult. Contradictory orders were occafionally iffued from London and 
Hanover. The opinion and advice which he freely gave, were not always 
congenial to the king’s German prejudices. “He ineurred difpleafure by the 
franknefs with which he declared his fentiments on all occafions, and the 
courage with which he oppofed the petty electoral views, which fometimes 
interfered with the grand interefts of Great Britain and Europe,, Frequent 
bickerings with lord Harrington, rendered his continuance abroad more and! 
more irkfome, and he refifted all the importunities of his brother, enforced 
by the earneft reprefentation of the chancellor, for whom he entertained.the 
higheft eftcem,. and perfevered in his refolution to retire from the diplomatic 
line. . 

The ftate of affairs, and temper of the Dutch, who were preffed by Eng- 
land on one fide, and by France on, the other, required a:perfon of great. abji- 
lities, addrefs, and circumfpeGion, agreeable to the leading men.of the te- 
public, well acquainted with the formis of their complicated conftitution, and 
capable of obviating the dilatorinefs of their counfels, It was neceffary alfo, 
thatthe fucceffor,fhould be attached to the minifter, and likely to follow 
the direftions of Elorace Walpole. Such a perfon was Robert Trevor, fe 
cond {op of lard Trevor, who had, from the,cqmmencement of Horace Wal 
pole’s embaffy, to the Hague, ferved in the capacity of private Se oc 
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Period Vit. during his abfence, had aéted as chargé d'affaires. He was diflinguifhed no Jefs 
7473701743. for bis difcretion than his talents, and his difpa.ches were peculiarly intereft- 
‘—y——_ ing and animated. 

But the king had entertained a violent prejudice againft Trevor, and 
though he could not with juftice or policy obje& to his nomination, yet he 
clogged his miffion with fo many difficulties as nearly prevented it, and 
when thofe difficulties were finally overcome, he pofilively refufed to confer on 
him the united character of envoy and plenipotentiary, with the falary of 
eight pounds a day, but infifted-that he fhould be only appointed envoy, 
with a falary of no more than five pounds. The repeated folicitations of 
Walpole, in compliance with his brother's withes, had no effect, all his at- 
tempts to perfuade the king were ineffectual. 

Trevor had received from Horace Walpole a promife of his recommenda- 
tion, and as he knew the affeGlion of Sir Robert Walpole for his brother, 
and believed his influence all powertul in the clofet, he had confidered his ap- 
pointinent to the offices of envoy and plenipotentiary, as certain as if it had 
pafied the great feal. When, therefore, the minifter acquainted him with the 
king’s inflexibility, he declined accepting the grant of envoy alone, as de- 
grading to*himfelf, declared that, on account of the fimallnefs of his own 
fortune, the Yalary of five pounds a day was infufficient to maintain an efta- 
blifhment, in a ftyle and manner conformable to ufage, and confonant to the 
dignity of his ftation. 

The minifter never felt himfelf more chagrined. He was concerned left 
his'brother fhould impute to him‘ a lnkewarmnefs in promoting his friend, 
and procuring a poft which had been folemnly promifed. He was appre- 
henfive left ‘Trevor fhoutd conceive his influence over the king greafer than 
it really was, and fhould fufpeét him of duplicity, and he was at the fame time 
convinced, that no perfon was fo proper to be-employed at the Hague. He 
therefore frankly reprefented his fituation to his brother; he expreffed his in- 
ability to prevail over the king, and intimated, that fhould Trevor decline 
the appointment of envoy, the confequence would be the increafe of the 
king's difguft, and the nomination of another perfon, who might be both in- 
Faye of difcharging his funétions, and be difagreeable to them. He there- 

entreated his brother to obtain the acquiefcence of his friend. 
in exhortation prevailed ; ‘Frevot, st the fuggeftion of Horace Walpole, 
complied, and fucceeded him at-the Hague, in the quality of envoy only. 

‘Horace Walpole returned to Eingland, arid foon afterwards pee 
place of cofferer of the houfehold for a tellerthip ofthe exchequer. ‘He took 
no fayther fhare in public bufineSythan in giving his sffiflance to bis ‘brother 
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in parliament, 
Thus fituated, and thus embarraffed, thwarted by the king, counteracied 


1739 


by the cabinet, reviled by the nation, and-compelled to declare war again © Offers to ree 


his own opinion, a fimple and natural queftion arifes; Why did he not re- 
fign ? Why did he ftill maintain a poft expofed to fo many difficultfes, and 
fubje& to fo much obloquy ? His intimate friends urged him to take this 
Ttep, when the convention was carried in the houfe of commons hy a ma- 
jority of 28. In fact, he did requeft the king's permiffion to refign *. * He 
ftated his embarraffments: He obferved, that his oppofition to this war 
would be always imputed as a crime, and that any ill fuccefs in carrying it 
on would be attributed tohim., The king remonftrated againft this relo- 


tion, exclaiming, * Will you defert me in my greateft difficulties ?” and re-, 


Auled to admit his refi ignation. The minifter reiterated his withes, and the 
king again impofed filence in fo authoritative a manner, that he acquiefced, 
and remained at the helm, 

But his compliance with the king’s commands is by no means fufficient 
for his juftification, Had he come forward on this occafion, and declared that 
he had oppofed the war as unjuft, and contrary to the interefts of his coun- 
try, but finding that the voice of the people was clamorous for hoftilities, he 
had therefore quitted a {tation which he could not preferve with dignity, as 
he was unwilling to conduét the helm of government, when he could ‘not 
guide it at his own difcretion, and to be refponfible for meafures which he 
did not approve: Had he aéted this noble and dignified part, he would 
have rifen in the opinion of his own age, and have fecured the applaufe of 
polterity. 

The confequence of his continuance in office was repeated mortifications 
from thofe with whom he aéted, and infults from thofe who oppofed him, 
and that in Jefs than two years from this period, he was reduced to 4 com- 
pulfory refignation. 

The truth is, that he had neither refolution “or inclination to perfevere in 
a facrifice which circumftances, feemed to require, and to quit a {tation which. 
Jong poffeffion had endeared to him. But minifters are but men ; human na- 
ture does not reach to perfection; and who ever quitted power without a 
igh; or looked back to it without regret ? 


t U , - 
* Rorcefpondance between Horace Walpole and Btough. Walpole and Etough Payers, 
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Meeting of Parliarrent—Retuin of the Seceders.—Efforts of Oppofition—Em- 
barrajments of Walpole —Supplies.—Captwe of Porto-Be/lo,—Expedition 10 
America —Altercations in the Cabsmet.— Foreign Affairs. —Death of the King 
of Prufia—Of the Emperor —Invafim of Silefia. 


HE declaration of war rendered it neceffary that the parliament 

fhould be affembled at an earlier {eafon than ulual. The king, in his 
fpeech fiom the thioue, {poke a language which could not have been ftroager, 
had it been diétated by oppofiuwn, In the opening, he obferved, * The 
prefent pofture of our‘aftairs has obliged me to call you together at this time, 
fooner than bas been ufual of late ycars, that I may have the immediate ad- 
vice and affiflance of my parliament, at this critical and important conyunc- 
ture, 1 have, in all my proccedings with the court of Spain, a¢ted agree- 
ably to the fenfe of both boufes, and therefore I can make no doubt, but [ 
fhall meet with a ready and vigorous fupport in this juft and neceflary war, 
which the repeated injuries and violence committed by that nation upon the 
nayigation and commerce of thefe kingdoms, and their obftinacy and notorious 
violation of the moft folemn engagements, have rendered unavoidable.” 

He then mentioned the augmentation of his forces, and the confidence he 
had in being furnifhed with the neceflary fupplies. After averting to the 
heats and animofities which had, with the greateft mduflry, been fomented 
throughout the kingdom, and had chiefly encouraged the proceedings of the 
court of Spair, he concluded by obferving, “ Union among all thofe who 
have nothing at heart but the true intereft of Great Britain, and a becoming 
zeal in the defence of my kingdoms, and in the fupport of the common 
caufe of our country, with as general a concurrence in carrying on the war, as 
there has appeared for engaging in it, will make the court of Spain repent 
the wrongs they have done us; and cgnvince thofe, who mean the fubverfion 
of the prefent eftablifhment, that this nation is determined, and able, both 
to vindicate their impured honour, and to defend themfelves againft all our 
open and fecret éremies, both at home and abroad *.”” 
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In the houfe of lords, the addref paffed, though not without much al- 
tercation from the peers in oppofition, at the mention of heats and animo- 
fities, almoft without a divifion, and on a divifion, the numbers were 68 
againit 41 *. : 

In the commons it occafioned a warm and violent debate, which did not 
fo much relate to the fubjeét of the addrefs, as to the return of the feceding 
members to their duty. Mr. Archer having moved the addrefs, which was 
as ufual the echo of the {pecch, Pultency began by vindicating the {e- 
ceffion. He enforced the neveffity of that meafure, for the purpofe of clear- 
ing their characters to pofterity, from the imputation of fitting in an al- 
fembly, where a determined majority gave a fanétion to meafures evidently 
difgraceful to the king and the nation. “ This flep,” he faid, however 
it has becn hitherta cenfurell, will I, hope, for the future, be treated in a 
different manner, for it is fully juftified by the declaration of war, fo uni- 
verfally approved, that any farther vindication will’be fuperfluous. - There 
is not an affertion maintained in it, that wag not, almoft in the fame words, 
infifted upon by thofe who oppofed the convention. Since that time, 
there has not one event happened that was hot then forefeen and foretold. 
But give me leave to fay, Sir, that though the treatment which we have fince 
reccived from the court of Spain, may have {welled the account, yet jt has 
furnifhed us with no new reafons for declaring war; the fame provocations 
have only been repeated, and nothing but longer paticnce has added to the 
juftice of our caufe. The fame violation of treaties, the fame inftances of 
injuftice and barbarity, the fame diftegard to the law of nations, which are 
laid down as the reafons of this declaration, were then too flagrant to be de- 
nied, and too contemptuous to be borne. Nor can any one reafon be 
alledged for juftifying our going to war now, that was not at equal force 
before the convention. After that was ratified, and after the addrefs of 
parliament to his majefty on that head, there was indeed fone fort of pre~ 
text for not commencing hoftilities, becaufe you had laid yourfelyes under a 
kind of obligation, to fee if the court of Spain would fulfil their part of the 
ftipulations ; but this was a reafon that could have no place before that con~- 
duct was entered into and approved. It is therefore cyident, that if the war 
be now heceffary, it was. neceflary before the convention. Of this neceffity 
the. gentlemen (known, however improperly, by the name of Seceders) were 
then fully conviuced. They faw, inftead of that ardour of refentment, and 
that'zeat for the honour of Britain, which fuch indignities ought to have 
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Period VT, produced, nothing but meannefs, and tamenefs, and fubmiffion ; and their 

1737101742. natural confequences, a low, temporary expedient, a fhameful Convention ; 

“———’"_ a convention, which had the Spaniards not madly broken it, muft have ended 
in our ruin, muft have thrown our own navigation into the hands of our 
encmies. To fuch a conduét as this they could give no fanétion; they faw 
that all oppofition was ineffeétyal, and that their prefence was only made ufe 
of, that what was already determined might be ratified by the plaufible ap- 
poarance of a fair debate. ‘hey therefore feceded, if that word muft be ufed 
on this occafion, and refufed to countenance meafures which they could 
neither approve nor defeat. 

“« The ftate of affairs is now changed; the meafurcs of the miniftry are 
now altered ; and the fame regard for the honour and welfare of their coun- 
tiy, that deterinincd thefe gentlemen to withdraw their countenance from 
fuch a conduct as they though had a tendency to deftroy them, the fame: has 
brought them hither once more, to give their advice and affiftance in thofe 
meafures, which they then pointgd out, as the only means of afferting and 
retrieving them.” He then obfelved, that the only method to preferve the 
trade. and navigation of Gicat Britain {rom any future violation, was to at- 
tack the Spanith fettlements in the Weft Indies, and 10 prevent any minifter 
from giving up our conquefts, under any pretence whatfoever; declared his 
readinets to {upport miniftry in carrying on the war with vigour and advan- 
tage; exprefled his wifes, that no mention bad been made of heats and ani- 
mofities in the king’s {peech, and thought that the dignity and reputation of 
the houfe would be confulted, if the addrefs fhould take no notice of that 
claufe in the {peech *. 

To this Sir Robert Waipole replied: “ After what paffed laft feffion, 
and after the repeated declarations of the honourable gentleman who {poke 
Jatt, and his friends, 1 little expected that we fhould have this feffion been 
again favoured, with their company. Iam always pleafed, Sir, when I fee 
gentlemen in the way of their duty, and glad that thefe gentlemen have re- 
turned to their's; though, to fay the truth, I was in no great concern left the 
fervice vither of his majefty or the nation fhould fuffer by their abfence. I 
beliéve the nation is generally fenfible, that the many ufeful and popular acts 
which paffed towards the end of aft feffion, were greatly forwarded and fa- 
cilitated by the feceffion of thefe gentlemen, and if they are returned only to 
oppole and perplex, I fhall not at all be forry if they fecede again, , 

“ The honourable gentleman who {poke Jaft faid, that they took this ftep, 
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becawfe he and his friends conceived that meafures were purfued which Chapter sy. 
tended to ruin the honour and intereft of this nation, and that they have 1739t0174t, 
returned to their duty, becaufe thefe meafures are now at anend, Sir, I 
don't remember any one ftep which was taken in the whole of our tranfac— 
tions with Spain, and has not been fully canvaffed in parliament, and as fully 
approved. The parliament can. beft judge what is fit or not fit to be done, 
and while I have the honour of bearing any fhare in the adminiftration, I 
fhall think myfelf fafe, and my ations compleatly juflified, if they are, after 
mature deliberation, approved by a Britifh parliament. The fale argé- 
ment of corruption never shall haye any weight with me; it has been the 
_ common refuge of the difappointed and difaffected ever fince government had 
a being; and it is an accufation, that like all other charges, though unfup-- 
ported by proof, if advanced againft the beft and moft difintercfted admi- 
niflration, and pufhed with 4 becoming violence, a pretended zcal for the 
public good, will never fail to mcet applaufe among the populace. J can-- 
not, however, believe that the honourable gentleman and his fricnds, have 
found any reafon’ to boaft of the effects produced by their feceffion upon 
the minds of the people, for it was a very new way of defending the interefts 
of their conftituents, to defert them when they apprehended them to be en- 
dangered. I fhould not have touched fo much upon this fubject, had T not 
been in a manner called upon to do it, by what fell from the honourable 
gentleman who {poke laft. I fhall now proceed to take fome notice of what 
he further advanced. 

“ The declaration of war againft Spain, is neither more nor lefs than the 
conftsjuence, which the king again and again informed this houfe, would arife 
from the Spaniards perfilting in their refufal to do-juftice to his injured 
fubjeéts ; and what the honourable gentleman has faid upon that head, 
amounts to nothing more than-that, after the Spaniards had abfolutely refufed 
to do that juftice, his majefty proceeded to thofe meafures which he had 
then more than once promifed to take. I am forry that+the honourable 
gentleman fliould fo far diftruft the royal affurances, as rather to abfent 
himielf from his duty as a member of this houfe, than put any confidence in 
his majefty’s promife. But give me leave to fay Sir, that, from the well 
known charaéter of his majefty, this declaration of war is‘no more than what 
the honourable gentleman and his friends had not only reafon, but a right 
to expect, oven at the time of their feceffion, if the continued. injuftice of 
the court of Spain fhould make it neceflary to have recourfe to arms. So 
that upon the whole, I neither fee how his majefty’s not iffuing this declara+ 
tion of war, when they were pleafed to require it, was a good reafon for their 
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running from their duty ; nor how its being iffued at laft is any apology fo! 
their return *,"" 

After a few refleétions on the impropriety of Pulteney’s propofalsy and 
fome obtervations by Sir John Barnaid on the want of conyoys, which 
were anfivered by Sir Charles Wager, the addrefs was carried without a di- 
vifion. 

The conduét of the minifter during this whole feffion, proved the extreme 
embarrafiments under which he laboured, the little dependence he could ge- 
néally place on thofe who fupported him, and the effect which the public 
voice had upon the decifions of the commons. 

When Pultetiey moved to bring in the bill for the fecurity of trade and 
encduragement of feamen, which had been thrown out laft feffion by the 
exertions of the minifter, he oppofed it with much warmth, and de- 
manded that the meafure fhould be poftponed for the purpofe of taking it 
into confideration +. On the firft reading, however, he did not venture to 
continue his oppofition, and after a flight animadverfion by Horace Walpole, 
it pafled without adivifion. Although the minifter appreciated the injuftice of 
depriving the public of all fhare in the prize money, and of annihilating at 
once a great fource of revenue, which might affift government in carrying on 
the war, yet he dreaded to refift fo popular a meafure, and to offend the 
navy of England. 

The agreement of the minifter to the war, and the vigorous manner in 
which it was conducted, diftreffed oppofition, by taking from them the 
moft popular topic of declamation and obloguy. They endeavoured, there- 
foré, to introduce motions of fo violent a tendency, as fhould preclude all 
hopes of a reconciliation with Spain, trufting that the minifter would op- 
pofe them as being contradiétory to his pacific fyftem, and would by that 
refiftance increafe the national averfion. Accordingly, Sir Willian. Wynd- 
ham, after a violent Philippic againit adminiftration, moved for an ad- 
refs, teftifying a refqlution to fupport the king in the profecution of the 
war, and befeeching Him “ never to admit of any treaty of peace with Spain, 
unlefs the acknowledgment of our natural and indubitable right to-navigate 
in the American feas, to and from any patt of his majefty’s dominions, with- 
out being fearched, vifited, or topped, under any Pretence whatfoever, thall 
have been firft obtained, as a preliminary thereto x 

As the tendesey of this motion was well undesitood by the minifter, and 
a3 it was made with the hopes of being rejected, he difappointed their views. 
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After briefly vindicating his condu& from the reproaches of Sir William 
Wyndham, he declared that he was the firft to agree to the motion, and it 
accordingly paffed, without a diffenting voice. Theconcurrence of the lords 
being obtained, the addrets was accordingly prefented by both houfes, 

When the place bill was brought before the houfe, the mirifler departed 
from his ufual cuftom, of giving only his filent vote ; he fpoke agninft it with 
great ftrength of argument. All his efforts, however, could only procure a 
fmall majority of 16, 222 againft 206 *. The caufe of this numerous mi- 
nority, was principally owing to the approach of a general cleétion, which 
influenced many who favoured adminiftration, to vote for the queftion. 

The efforts of oppofition compelled him to relinquifh a bill, to which he 
had paid confiderable attention, and which he thought effentially neceffary 
for the {peedy equipment of the fleet. Government felt fenfible inconye- 
niences from their inability to man their fhips of war. According to an 
account given in laft year, upon a medium no more than twenty-one thou- 
fand five hundred and fixteen feamen had been muftered on board the royal 
navy, from the 31ft of December 1738 to the 31ft of December 1739. The 
public clamour at the fame time, on account of the numerous captures made 
by the Spaniards, hourly increafing, produced many warm petitions and remon- 
ftrances. The method of impreffing, ferved only to increate the difcontent 
of the merchants, who were perpetually plying both houfes of parliament 
with complaints that their trade was negleéted. The matter was therefore 
referred to a committee, who found invincible obftacles in their endeavours 
to remedy the inconvenience any other way, than by eftablilhing a general 
regifler of all feamen and watermen capable of fervice. A bill to'this effect 
was accordingly prefented to the houfe by Sir Charles Wager +. 

The oppofition fairly allowed the expediency of the bill, but expatiated 
with great effect on the hardfhips which it would entail upon the feaman, 
who muft appear whenever fummoned, at all hazards, whatever might be the 
circumftances of his family, or the ftate of his private affairs; he muft, in 
many cafes, expofe himfelf to the penalties of the act, or leave his family at 
a time when his affiftance and direction are abfolutely neceffary. He muft, 
if he fhould by any misfortune or negligence, be encumbered with debt, 
either fall under the diftreffes which the breach of this law would bring upon 
him, or lie at the mercy of his creditors, perhaps exafperated by long dif- 
appointments, or by long practice of feverity hardened in oppreffion. 


° pe Chandler, vol. rr. whete fee Walpole’s admirable fjeech onthe accafion, p. 233. 
+ Tindal, p. 450, Chancller. 
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Period VII. Pulteney propofed to defer the fecond reading a few days, and to ptint the 
2937101742. bill for the confideration of the houfe. 


Dropped. 


To thefe arguments the minifter replied, by déclaring thdt the imaprefs 
of feamen, to which government muft always have recourfe in times of 
emergency, was neither eligible or legal, that it was ineffectual and infufficient 
for the attainment of its end ; that the delay in procuring failors at the com- 
mencement of a war, was a general grievance and a great ob{truction to offenfive 
operations, and to the acquifition of conquefts which would be eafy at firft, 
but afterwards became difficult. “ While we are publifhing proclamations,” he 
faid, “ iffuing warrants for impreffes, and gleaning up our failors by fingle 
men, our fecrets are betrayed, and our enterprizes defeated.” He did not, 
however, objeét to the propofal for printing the bill, and delaying the fecond 
reading a proper time, which was ordered accordingly. 

During this fufpenfion, great outcry was raifed again{t the bill, as founded 
on French edi&s, and as tending to the introdudtion of French meafures and 
French defpotifm, and the reftriétions which it would have impofed on the 
failors, which were’not inconfiderable, were as ufual magnified and ex- 
aggeratcd, The public mind was inflamed to fuch a degree, that when the 
bill was prefented to be read a fecond time, it was received with a filent 
horror, as a tran{cript of the French edit for the fame purport, and tending 
to enflave the moft ufeful body of men in the kingdom, Sir Charles Wager 
and Sir John Norris, who had prepared the bill, candidly admitted the charge, 
that it was founded on a fimilar ordinance, but declared that it was the only 
expedient which they could devife, to effect the purpofe for which it was 
defigned.>’ The minifter, however, was difinclined to {uppart a bill, again 
which fuch ftrong obje€tions were made. He was theréfore one of the 
firt to fuggeft the propriety of dropping it, and it was accordingly rejected, 
“ A motion was then made for the bout to refolve itfelf into a committee 
the Monday following, to confider of the heads of a bill, for the further and 
hetter encouragement of feamen to enter into his majefty’s fervice ; but this 
refolution, however well intended,.never produced the defired effect, though 
it feemed to be agreed upon by ‘Bl parties, that a regifter was abfolutely 
neceflary ; and the firi refolution which the committee came to, March the 
33th, was, that a voluntary regifter of feamen would be of great utility to the 
kingdom ®,”" 


* Tindal, vol, 40. Ps AB Sir piace obftinately contefted, Some exceptlonadle 
‘ager introduced a fimilar bill in the clautes ree conse apd feyeeal speadonents 

Mm Loo bee with an alteration of the ie mot made ; after a long dud well fought postion, 
exceptlonable parts. Every paragraph war it paifed by 155 ageintt 79. The 
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The opponents of the minifter, fenfible that he was not adequately fup- Chapter 54. 
ported, preffed him with motions tending to increafe his embarrafiment. 1749t°1741- 
Some prizes having been taken by the Spaniards, a motion was made in the Ne 
houfe of commons, “ For a lift of fhips of war employed as cruizers, for the cruvzers. 
protection of trade on this fide Cape Finifterre, fince the toth of July laft, March 23. 
diftinguifhing the time each hip was ofdered to remain, and the time fuch 
thip did a€tually remain on fuch cruize, together with the reafons of her 
returning to any port of this kingdom.” But as the rejection of this motion 
was highly arraigned, the minifter agreed the following day to addrefs the 
king “ to give direétions, that befides the fhips of war employed againft the 
enemy, a fufficient number of fhips may be appointed to cruize in proper 
ftations, for the effe€tual protection of trade.” The public was extremely 
furprifed that the miniftry fuffered this motion to pafs, as it carried an 
oblique reflection upon themfelves. But the truth was, that about this 
time, both the French and Dutch, under pretext of neutrality, had com- 
menced carriers to the Spaniards, and upon being ftopped and vifited by 
the Britifh fhips, had made ftrong complaints that fuch practices were not 
warranted by the laws of nations, or by treaties. The court af England in 
anfwer, told them, that their complaints fhould be examined, but chole to 
leave it to the parliament, to exprefs the fenfe of the public, in a matter 
that fo nearly touched the national intereft. When the addrefs was pre- 
fented, the king replied, ** All poffible care has been taken in carrying on 
the war againft Spain, in the moft proper and effectual manner, and at the 
fame time, for protecting the trade of my fubjeéts ; and you may be affured, 
that the fame care fhall be continued.” In confequence of this addrefs, 
however, the building of twenty gua fhips to aét againft the enemy's pri- 
vateers, was haftened, and fix fhips of war, and ftore {nips were {ent to re- 
inforce admiral Haddock in the Mediterranean. . 

But a ftill more dangerous meafurg was enforced by the oppofition, which Petition 
I thall give in the words of the contemporary hiftorian fe often quated. aoe 
*« An embargo upon all fhipping, except coafters, had continued, by. order 
of the lords of the admiralty, from the 1ft of February tothe. 2h .of 
March, when a petition from the merchants and owners of hips, and @vhers 
concerned in manufgétures and commerce, was fent to the houfe of contr 
mons, complaining of the great hardfhips the continuance of the embargo 
brought upon trade in, general; and containing fome infinuations as if if 
had been continued through wantonnefs. The fact was, that the petitioners 
had been among(t the loudeft in the outcry raifed againfl government 
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Peried VIF. for not protecting theit trade; and as that clamour incteafed, the neceffity 
FaS7'0 1742. of employing more feamen increafed likewife, The lords of the admiralty 


Supplies. 


had employed every fair means in their power to procure feameri, but with- 
eut ficcefs, till they were reduced to the difagreeable alternative of either 
inupofing the embargo, or permitting thé fervice of the public to fuffer. To 
ive all the eafe, however, in their power to trade, they foon took off the 
embargo on foreign fhips, and acquainted the mafters of Britith thips, 
that they were willing to take it off entirely, if every mafter, or merchant, or 
Owner of a fhip, would, in proportion to their number of hands, contribute 
to the fupply of the navy. Though nothing could be more reafonable, and 
indeed, neceffary, than this condudl, yet it was reprefented, in the antimi- 
nifterial fpeeches and writings, as an intolerable oppreffion upon commercé, 
‘ealculated with a view to make the cityof London, and the trading part of 
the nation, weary of the war. The miniftry, however, did not think fit to 
comply with the prayer of the petition, which was, to be heard by counfel 
againft the embargo. They very juftly thought, that to admit counfel on 
fuch a head, was ftripping his majefty and the government of one of their 
moft unqueftionable prerogatives ; and the motion was therefore rejected by 
& majority of 166 againft 95. This feafonable firmnefs of the goverfiment 
was attended With very good effects; for the merchants, at laft, agreed to 
carry one third of their crew landfmen, and to furnifh one man in four to 
the king’s hips; upon which condition their fhips had protedtions granted 
them, and about the 14th of April, the embargo was taken off from all mer- 
chants thips in the ports of Great Britain and-Ireland outward bound *,”” 
Almoft the only propofals of the minifter which the minority did not 
refift, were thofe which related to fupplies. fn this inftance, they were as 
liberal in granting the public money, as if they+had forgotten their own 
repeated affertions, that the nation had been fo much impoverifhed by Wal 
pole, that it could not bear any fasther burthens. The land tax was mifed 
to four fhilliage in the pound; twelve hundred thoufand pounds were taken 
from the finking fund, and the whole amount of the fupplies came to 
h. 0599722. ‘ 4 
Many excellent laws in favour of commerce and navigation were paifed 


-during ¢his-deflion, and premiums were continued for the importation of 


faatts, pitch, and tar; for encouraging the Greenland fithery, by allowing ah 
additional bounty to all fhaps employed in the while fithery during the war, 
‘Wad for protecting the men from being ‘imprefied. 
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Not lang before the prorogation of parliament, the news of the cap- Chapter 54 
ture of Porto Bello, by Vernon, reached London; and as the admiral was 5739t0174 
ftrongly fupported by oppofition, and confidered as perfonally obnoxious ne 
to the minifter, fo favourable an opportunity of diftrefling him, was not Porto Bello. 
omitted. During the public rejoicings, the houfe of lords fent an addrefs 
to the commons for their concurrence, in which they congtatulated the Murch. 
king on the glorious fuccefs of his arms under the command of admiral 
Vernon, by taking Porto Bello with only fix fhips of war. When the ad- 
drefs was brought to the commons, the words, with fix thips of war only, 
were omitted. ‘ But feveral of Vernon’s friends, who had heard him de- 
clare in the houfe, that he could take Porto Bello with that force, infifted 
wpon the infertion of thofe words. They were oppofed by the few of the 
minifterial party who were in the houfe, who thought they conveyed 
a reproachful infinuation againft the memory of admiral Hofier, and 
could only ferve to revive the animofities of the public; but the addition 
being infifted upon, it was carried by 36 again{t 31, and being agreed to by 
the peers, was prefented-accordingly.” It is juflly obferved by Tindal, “ A 
Roman conful, after reducing a province, never received greater marks of 
public applaufe from his country,- than admiral Vernon did upon the demo- 
lition of Porto Bello. His name, not only amongft the lower, but the moft 
diftinguifhed ranks, became proverbial for courage ; his exploit was exagge- 
rated beyond meafure ; meanings were fuggefted that never were intended, 
and confequences were drawn that never followed. The oppofition, who 
counted wpon Vernon as a creature of their own preferring, refolved to avail 
themfelves of his name, and fome of their heads entered into a correfpond- 
ence with him, which has been fince publithed, and in which they reprefent- 
ed the minifter and his friends, as fecret enenties to his perfon and fuccefs, 
and thamfelves as the patrons of his glory, and the fureties for his condudl 
to the public. A man of Vernon’s warm conttitution and refentful temper 
could not but be affeCled with thofe reprefentations which he thouglit came 
from his friends ; and he conceived a deep diflike to every perfon employed, 
and eyery meafure concerted for the public fervice, becaufe he thought all 
came from the minifter or his friends; and ihdted, moft of the terrible mif- 
fortunes that afterwards attended the Britith arms in America; were owing to 
‘bis-invincibls prepofieflions *.” 4 

An expedition was prepared to intercept the Spanith fleet, which was Expeditions 
ready 20 fail from Fereol; the command was given t© Sir John Norris, and ' A™eticas 


* Tindal, vol. 20. p. 456, 
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Period VII. the duke of Cumberland ferved on board the Victory as a volunterr. The 

$743,!1742- accident of two fhips running foul, and the prevalence ‘of contrary winds, 
fruftrated the objeét of the armament, and they were obliged to remair 
in Torbay, till intelligence was received that the Spanith feet had pro- 
ceeded for America. A {mall fquadron, ¢ommanded by commodore An- 
fon, failed for the South Sea, and to affift Vernon, But the greateft expec- 
tation was excited by a formidable fleet of feven and twenty fhips of the 
line, befides frigates, fire fhips, bomb ketches, and tenders, equipped for the 
attack of the northern coaft of New Spain, which. failed- under Sir Chaloner 
Ogle. In the Weft Indies they joined Vernon, who affumed the command; 
and united to this formidable fleet, his own fuccefsful (quadron. The troops 
on board were commanded by lord Cathcart, but he unfortanately died at 
Dominica, and was fucceeded by general Wentworth, ‘eetwcen whom and 
the admiral an implacable animofity fubfifted. To this is afcribed the 
failure of the enterprize, though, undoubtedly, many natural caufes of fick- 
nefs, and bad weather, materially co-operated. The reftraint the com- 
manders felt in acting, from their uncertainty with refpect to the intentions 
of the French, who had a {trong {quadron in thofe feas under the marquis 
d’Antin,, aad wha ufed every artifice and finefle they thought therafelves 
lafe in difplaying, was alfo a principal caufe of the ill {uccefs, Vernon made 
an attempt on Carthagena, which with all the force he poffeffed, and the ad- 
vantage of being reftrained by no fpecific orders, was unfuccefsful and in- 
glorious. The captures which were made at fea, far from having 2 good 
effect, created animofities between the foldiers and {ailors. Sicknefs raged, 
and a great mortality prevailed ; an unfucce(sful attempt on the ifland of 
Cuba, completed the chagrin, difappointment, and impatience of the men; 
and this. powerful fleet, the operations of which had fixed the attention of 
all Europe, and made the friends of Spain defpair of her empire in the New 
World, returned to England without having performed any thing to com- 
penfate for the expence of its equipment *. 

Not to interrupt the thread of the narrative, I have thus brought down 
the account of thefe expeditions, the failure of which drew fo much unme- 
ited cenfure on the adminiftration of Walpole, toa -period pofterior to the 
events immediately under confideration. 

Divigions in Soon after the’ prorogation of parliament, and the King’s departure for 
the cabinet.  FYanover, the ‘divifion in the cabinet increafed, to fo high a. degree, 
that at one time, the continuance of Walpole and“Newcafte in dffice 


©. Tindal, 
feemed 
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feemed incompatible ; and it appears that Walpole, notwithftanding the ap- 
proach of a new parliament, bad relolyed to obtain his difmiffion, even in 
the king’ 's abfence. A temporary reconciliation was, however, effected, by 
the intervention of Horace Walpole, Pelham, and lord Hardwicke, and 
promiles were made on bogh fides to aét with renewed cordiality, But the 
promifes of ftatefmen are fickle,-and foon forgotten, Although: a diffolution 
‘of the miniftry was prevented, yet the fame jealoufy ftill {ubfifted. The 
moft violent and indecorous altercations took place at the meting of the 
lords of regency ; and after the return of the king, even in the antichamber. 
Walpole feems occafionally to have loft his ufual moderation and good tem- 
per, and to have adopted the peevifh fretfulnefs of Newcattle. 

Te was the object of Newcaftle to fend all the fhips which could be {pared 
to America, for the purpofe of enfuring fuccefs to the expedition in that 
quarter. Walpole thought that the affairs of Europe were too much facri- 
ficed to thofe of America, and was apprehenfive left the coaft of England 
fhould be left expofed. The Grafton, a thip of 70 guns, being difa- 
bled from going to the Weft Indics, it was propofed in the council of re- 
gency, to fend the Salifbury, a 60 gun fhip, in her room. To this 
the minifter objeéted, and peevithly exclaimed, “ What, may not one poor 
fhip be left at home? Muft every accident be rifqued for the Weft Indies, 
and no confideration paid to this country?” Newcaftle haying replied, that 
the number of Sir Chaloner Ogle’s {quadron ought not to be diminifhed, 
‘Walpole made a long {pecch, in the courfe of which, he exclaimed with great 

heat, “I oppofe nothing, I give into every thing, am {aid to do every thing, 
am to anfwer for every thing, and yet, God knows, I dare not do what J think 
right. 1am of opinion for having more fhips of Sir Chaloner Ogle's fquadron 
pehind ; but I dare not, T will not, make any alteration ;” and when the arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury propofed that the matter fhould be taken into confides 
sation another day, he oppofed it, and faid, “ Let them go, let them go *.”” 

But a fcene of {till more petulant alfercation took place foon after the king’s 
return from Hanover. A difference of opinion had prevailed mn the cabinet, 
concerning, the mode of applying to the courts of Vienna, Berlin, and Peterf- 
burgh, in which the fentiments of Walpole had been over-ruled, and he 
bitterly complained to the king, ‘that the diviGions of the cabinet obftruéted 
ay bufigefs. In the next audience, the king remonftrated with the duke 

, Newcaftle and Harrington 5 3 and faid, “ As to the bufinefs in parliament, 
ido, not valus the oppofition, if all my fervants aét together, and are united; 


© The duke of Newcaffle to lord Hardwicke, Qlober 1, 1740. Hardwicke Papes. 
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but if they ¢hwart one another, and create difficulties in tranfa@ing public 
- bufinefs, then indeed it will be another cafe.” Coming out of ‘the cloiet, 
the duke met Walpole, and mentioned the difagrecable expreffions which he 
‘had: juft heard, infinuating, in teproachful language, that they had been 
adopted at his -fuggeftion. Walpole denied the imputation, though he 
acknowledged that he agreed in the fentiment. Newcaftle faid, “* When 
‘meafures are agreed amongtt us, it is very right that every body fhould fup- 
port them, .but not to have the liberty of giving one's opinion before they 
are agreed, is very wrong.” Walpole indignantly replied, “ What do you 
‘mean? The war is your’s—You have had the conduct of it—I with you 
joy of it.” The duke denied the fact, and they parted in mutual difguit *. 

The fituation of continental affairs was not fuch as to compenfate for the 
mifcarriages in America, or to afift in compofing the growing feuds in the 
cabjnet. 

An appaicyt harmony and good underftanding had continued between 
the courts of Verfailles and St. James’s, during the progrefs of the negotia- 
tion which terminated in the peace between the Emperor and the allies. 
Fleury and Walpole, both anxious to maintain tranquillity, courted each other 
with affected expreffions of good will and amity; and lord Waldegrave, the 
channel of their mutual intercourfe, ably feconded the views of the Britith 
minifter. “The difmiffion of Chauvelin, which had been chiefly occafioned 
or precipitated by the reprefentations of Waldegrave, did not render the 
French cabinet intrinfically more favourable to England. Amelot, who 
fucceeded him, was of a pliant difpofition, and wholly fubfervient to Fleury. 
‘The two nations were as oppofite in their political fentiments, as their fhores 
to cach other}. During the progrefs of the difputes with Spain, Fleury 
affected to aét a conciliating part, and tendered his good offices; but whea 
the rupture took place, the French, however inclined to affift Spain, were 
not, from the decline of their naval force, in a candition to come forward 
with effeét and energy. But when Fleury, deriving fond expedtations from 
the pacific {entiments of Wglpole, attempted to intimidate England, by de- 
claring that any conquefts in Spanith America fhould be the fignal of im- 
ancdiate hoftifities, and would imevitably bring on a general war in Europe, 
the Britith cabinet fpumed at thefe menaces, and continued the expedi- 
tions to the Weft Indies. Alarmed at this unexpected firmnefs, Fleury anxie 
oufly propofed the mediation of Frante, and even offered to fecure the pays 
meit of the £. 95,000, which the king of Spain had. refuled to liquidate, 
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Bat fuch was the temper of the Englifh nation, and fuch the ranedur againft 
Spain, that the minifter, however well inclined to an accommodation, could 
- venturé to liften to any propofal of peace, and the mediation was de- 
clined. 

The French cabinet forefeeing, that if no compromife was, effected, hof~ 
tilies were inevitable, concluded, in the midft of their amicable overtures to 
England, a family compact with Spain, laboured in every part of Europe 
to form alliances, and to jfolate England from the continent. They in- 
uenced, either in a direct or indire€t manner, the wavering and pufillanimous 
counfels of the Dutch republic, who weakly confidered the Spanifh war as 
foreign to their interefts asa difpute between Nadir Shah and the Great 
Mogul. They governed Sweden, and direéted the Porte; fwayed the Im- 
perial cabinet, and gave an-impulfe to moft of the German princes. 

Walpole, aware of thefe intrigues and efforts, counteracted them. by fimilar 
exertions. Subfidiary treaties were made with Denmark, and with the king of 
Sweden, as Landgrave of Heffe Caffel, by which 6,000 Danes and 6,060 
Heffians were to be held in readinefs to be taken into Britith pay. Trevor, who 
had fucceeded Horace Walpole at the Hague, ftrained every nerve to‘roufe 
the Dutch from their fapinenefs and apathy. The Britith minifter at St. Pe- 
terfburgh, acquired an afcendency in the Ruffian cabinet, and Robinfon fuc- 
ceeded in rouzing the Emperor to a fenfe of the difgraceful fituation into 
which he hati been plunged by the afcendancy of French counfels, and 
in ftimulating his fears and jealoufies at the boundlefs ambition of the houle 
of Bourbon. 

In the midft of thefe tranfattions, the death of Frederick Willitm, king of 
Pruffia, opencd a new fcene of intrigue and exertion between the two rival 
courts, énd Berlin became the center of negotiations which were to pacify 
or convulfe Europe. Frederick William, who united the difcordant quali- 
ties of a pacific and military fovereign, and who loved the image, while he 
dreaded the reality of war, had tontinued, almoft during his whole reign, in ¢ 

ftate of-wife but calumniated inaction. His fomand fucceffor, Frederick the 
Second, whom poets and hiftorians have ftyled the Great, was a prince of 
afpiring ambition, and poffeffed of talents, equally calculated for negotiation 
or a¢tion. He liftened with affected complacency to the refpedtive over- 
tarts of France and England, without declaring his defigns, watching for a 
favourable opportunity to employ the well organifed army, which he inhe- 
sited from his father, to his own glory and intereft. 

The time feemed favourable to allay the jealoufy which had fo long fub- 
fifted between the houfes of Brunfwick and Brandenburgh. This had long 
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been a favourite meafure with Walpole, who had in vain endeavoured to re- 
concile their jarring interefts. He now fucceeded in overcoming the perti- 
nacity of the king, and in fixing the wavering refolutions of the cabinet. 
At his infligation, a plan of a grand confederacy againft the houfe of Bour- 
‘bon, of which-the-king of Pruffia was to be the foul, was formed by Horace 
Walpole*, approved by the duke of Newcaftle, and {ubmitted to the king. 
While this meafure was in agitation with a fair profpect of fuccefs, the 
death of the Emperor, Charles the Sixth, and of, the Czarina, totally changed 
the fyftem of European politics, and deranged the meafures of the Britith 
cabinet. Jn virtue of the pragmatic fanction, Maria Therefa, eldeft daughter 
of the deceafed Emperor, inftantly fucceeded to the whole Auftrian inhe- 
Titance. She was acknowledged by all the powers of Europe, excepting the 
cle€tor of Bavaria, who alone had refufed to guaranty the fucceffion of the 
female line, and conceived the moft fanguine hopes of being able to raife 
«her hufband, brancis, gicat duke of ‘L'utcany, to the Imperial throne, fo long 
poffeffed by her anceftors. But the calm and funthine which ufhered in the 
uew reign, were foon overclouded. The king of Pruffia revived an anti- 
quated claim to part of Silefia, and afferted his-pretenfions, by leading an 
atmy, in the depth of winter, into that duchy. He was favourably received 
by the proteftants, who formed two thirds of the natives, facceflively occupied 
Breflaw, the capital, and feveral other towns, without the fmalleft refiftance, 
and defeated, at Molvitz, an Auftrian army, compofed chiefly, of veterans, 
under the command of marfhal Neuperg. The Britifh cabinet; knowing 
the defehncelefS ftate of the Auftrian dominions, folicited Maria Therefa to 
purchafe the friendfhip of Frederick, by acceding to his demands, and by fa- 
crificing a fmall part of her territories to fecure the remainder. The queea 
of Hungary, however, peremptorily rejeéted all propofals of accommodation, 
and appealed to Great Britain for the fuccours ftipulated by the treaty which 
gvaranticd the pragmatic fanétion. ,The fuccefsful irruption of Pruffia, 
brought forward numerous claimants to parts of the Auftrian fucceffion. 
The electors of Bavatia andy Saxony, the kings of Spain and Sardinia, all 
fecrctly abetted ar openly aided by France, evinced a difpofition to join 
Frederick in hoftilities againft the houfe of Auftria. 
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CHAPTER THE FIFTY-FIFTH: 


1740—1 741, 


Meeting of Parliament—Addrefs~Fiews of Oppofition—Motion for the Re- 
moval of Sir Robert Walpole-—Speech of Sandys.—Conduét of the Tories. 
—Shippen withdratis. 


NDER thele critical cifcumftances, both at home and abroad, the 


laft feffion of this parliament affembled. The king, in his fpeech from_ 


the throne, faid, “‘ Tacquainted you, at the clofe of the laft {effion. of par- 
liament, that I was making preparations for carrying on the juft and necef- 
fary war in which I am engaged, in the moft proper places, ard in the moft 
vigorous and.effectual manner. For this purpofe {trong {quadrons werg got 
ready, and ordered to fail upon important fervices, both in the Weft Indies 
and- Europe, with as much expedition as the nature of thofe fervices and 
the manning of the fhips would admit, A very confiderable body of land 
forces was embarked, which is to be joined by a great number of my fub- 
jects raifed in America; and all things neceflary for tran{porting the troops 
from hence, and carrying on the defigned expedition, were a long time in 
readinefs, and waited only for an opportunity to purfue the intended 
voyage. = 
The feveral incidents which have happened in the mean time have 
had no effect upon me, but to confirm ine in my refolutions, and to de- 
termine me to add ftrength to my armaments, rather than divert or de- 
ter me from thofe juft and vigorous methods which I am purfuing, for. 
imaintaining ‘the honguy of my crown, and the undoubted rights of my 
le. . ; wn 
Pee The court of Spain having already felt fome effects of our refentment, 
fegan to he fenfible that they fhould be no longer able to defend them- 
felves againit the’ efforts of the Britifh nation. And if any other power, 
agreeably to Yomt laté extraordinary proceedings, fhould interpofe, and at- 
témpt tb ptefefibs or Yimit the operations of the war againft my declared 
ies, the honour and intereft of my crown and kingdoms muft call upon 
“You. 1. 4N ? us 
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us to lofe no time in putting ourfelves into fuch a condition, as may en- 
able us to repel any infults, and to fruftrate any defigns formed againft us, 
in violation of the faith of treaties." And I hope any fuch unprecedented 
fteps, under what colour or pretence foever they may be taken, will infpire 
sy allies with a true fenfe of the common danger, and will unite us in the 
fupport and defence of the aommon caufe. 

“ The great and unhappy event of the death of the late Emperor, opens 
a new {cene in the affairs of Europe, in which all the principal powers may 
be immediately or confequentially concerned. It is impoffible to determine 
what tum the policy, intereft, or ambition, of the feveral courts, may lead 
them to take in this critical conjunéture. It fhall be my care ftriétly to 
obferve and attend to their motions, and to adhere to the engagements I 
am under, in order to the maintaining of the balance of power, and the 
liberties of Furope, and in concert with fuch powers as are under the fame 
obligations, or equally concerned to prefervé’ the public fafety and tranquil- 
lity, and to act fuch a part, as may beft contribute to avert tRe imminent 
dangers that may threaten them *."" 

He theny,in the ufual language, demanded the neceffary fupplies, re- 
commended them to prohibit the exportation of com, which the great {car- 
city rendered neceffary, and concluded by exhorting them to make provi- 
fion for removing the difficulties which obftruéted the manning of the fleet. 
In the houfe of commons, when an addrefs was moved, teftifying the grati- 
tude and affection of the houfe, and their refolution to fupport the king 
im the vigorous profecution of the war; the oppofition propofed to infert 
the words, “to miake a due examination into the application of the fupplics 
given the jal {effion of parliament.” But the infertion of thefe words, which 
were intended to intimate a diffidence of-adminiftration, was negatived by 
226 again{t 159, and the original addrefs was carried +. 

‘Fhe great {cene of political altercation during this feffion was the houfe 
of peers, where’the duke of Argyle, ge ee made a moft confpicu~ 
ous figure on the fide of oppofition, The king was no fooner ‘withdrawn, 
and the fpeech read by the lord chancellor, than the duke of Argyle fuddenty 
rofe, before any of the minifferial peers could make, tHe cuftomary motions 
and propofed an addrefs, to: affure "ihe Ling that the houfe -would fupport 
him with their lives gnd fortunes in,, ution of the juft and neceffiry 
war in which he was engaged, After that the aucient mode of dra 
ine up the addvefa was hort and. seprobating the modern cul 
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tom of echoing back the {esch from the throne, paragraph by paragraph, Chapter ss. 
and expreffing approbation of every meafure referred to in the fpcech; he 1740to 1744 
with great animation, and with no lef acrimony, arraigned the mode of con- 
duéting the war, in which he declared that no one right flep had been taken 
either in the commencement or profecution. He particularly blamed, the 
mifcarriage of the expedition againft Ferrol, and even infinuated that fecret 
orders had been given by minifters againft making any attempt on the coaft 
of Spain, and that the failing of the grand fleet, which had been delayed, 
was the effect of the king’s prefence, He mentioned the culpable neglect, 
and more than negleét, in not fending fupplies to admiral Vernon. « He 
feverely reprobated the {peech, which he confidered as the {pecch of the 
minifter, for not nating the power who might attempt to limit or prefcribe 
the operations of the war. He concluded by propofing to revive the an- 
cient method of addreffing, imply to “ congratulate his majefty on his fafe 
return to his regal dominions: To affure his majefty that they would ftand 
by him with their lives and fortunes, in the profecution of the war; and 
as a further proof of their duty and affection to his majefty’s facred per- 
fon, royal family, and government, to declare that they would exert them- 
felves in their high capacity of hereditary great council of the crown, (to 
which all other councils were fubordinate and accountable) in fuch manner 
as might beft tend to promote the true intereft of his majefty and the coun- 
try in the prefent junéture.” Lord Bathurft feconded the motion. 

This addrefg was oppofed by lord Havertham, who moved another. The 
previous queftion being called for by the duke of Newcaftle, the duke of 
‘Argyle's motion was negatived by 66 againft 38; and an addrefs, according 
to the ordinary form, propofed by lord Haverfham, paffed on the motion 
without a divifion; but a violent proteft wis figned by two and twenty 

ec ; 
Pre gent alex of oppofition in this memorable feffion was to increafe the Views of 
vnpopularity of the’ minifter by preffing his rene wig the profecution eppo6idon. 
of the war, by impusting all the mifcarriages and ill f to him, to har- 
rafs him with repeazed motions and queftions relative to the’ produétion of 
papers and letters, and to the profecution of the wat, which might tend either 
>to criminate him if granted, and if denied, to throw an odium on hed mytte- 
(fioutee’ and uptandid referve. In the houfe of lords, in particular, various 
Sen ites ‘of inftrudtions were moved for, and_refufed only by fall 
prajocties; others were castied which ought to have -been denied, owing to 
the.fecble réfiftance of fome members of the cabinet. 
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At this period the oppofirion were difunited amongft themf{elves, and could 
not be brought to form a confiftent party, moving regularly towards one great 
objeét, but thinking themfelves fecure of fuccefs, began already to-quarred 
about the fpoils. The Tories jealons of the Whigs, complained, that though 
far inferior in number, they affumed a confequence and fuperiority to which 
they were not entitled. They fufpeéted that feveral of them had already 
begun to tamper with the party in the cabinet which was known to be ad- 
verfé to the minifter. The death of Sir Willtam Wyndham diffolved the 
ties which had kept the Tories in union with the Whigs, and enfcebled both 
parties by a want of rautual confidence. From thefe caufes the debates 
in the houfe of commons were not conducted with their ufual energy. But 
as the peers in oppofition were more clofely united, aggd-Jefs diftracted with 
Jealoufies, their efforts were more vigorous and concentrated, and their mo- 
tions led to the perfonal attack on the mitalter, which diftinguithed this 
memorable feffion. To prepare the public mind, they entered into long and 
frequent protefts, which during the interruption given to the publication of 
debates, conveyed their {cntiments unanfwered to the world, 

Their motions and publications formed a prelude to the grand attack. 
On the 11th of February, Sandys, who is juftly called by Smollet ‘ the 
Totion-maker,” left his feat, and -croffing the floor to the minifter, faid, 
that Tie thought it an aét of common attention to inform him, that he 
fhould on Friday next, bring an accufation of feveral articles againft him, 
Walpole thanked him forthe information. Soon afterwards Sandys ftood in his 
place, and acquainted the houfe, that he intended on the enfuing Friday to 
open a matter of great importance, which perfonally concersed the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, and therefore hoped that he would on that day be 
prefent. 

The minifter immediately rofe, and received the intimation with great 
eompofure and dignity, thanked him for his notice, and after requefting a 
candid and impartial heating, declared, that be would not fail to attead 
thé houfe, ns he was not confcious of any crime to.deferve acchfation. He 

id his ‘hand on his breaft and faid, with fome emotion, 
* Nil confcire fibi, nulli pallefcere culpe 


‘Pulteney obferved, that the right “Nonourable gefitheman’s logic and Listin 
were, equally inacchrate, and déelarétt that he had mi { Who 
hatl written wul/d pallefcere cnipd. “Phe minifter defended "hit said 
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cépted the challenge, and refered the decifion of the difpute to the mini- Chapter 55 
fier’s friend Nicholas Hardinge, clerk of the houfe, a man diftinguithed for 1742C0 1758. 
‘glaffical erudition, Hardinge decided againft Walpole, the guinen was im- a 
uiediately thrown to Pulteney, who caught it, and hokding it up to the , 

houfe, exclaimed, “ It is the only money which I have received from the | 

treafury for many years, and it fhall be the Jaft*.""~ 

The public expectations were raifed to the utmoit pitch, the paflages to 

the gallery were crowded at a very early hour, the concourle was prodigious. 

Several of the commons fecured their feats at fix in the morsing, and no lef 

than 450 members attended on this important occafion. The debate was Feb. 13, 
opened at one o'clock. “ 

Sandys + began by obferving, that among the many advantages arifing from Specch of 
our happy conftitution, there was one reciprocal to the king and people: S#4y'- 
The legal and regular method by which the people might Jay their grievances, 
complaints, and opinions, before their fovereign, not only with regard tothe 
meafures which he purfues, but allo with regard to the perfons whom-he 
employs. 

“In abfolute monarchies,’ he faid, “ the people may fuffer, but can- 
not publicly complain; and this want of comrhunication is productive 

‘of the moft dreadful calamities both to the prince and people. For as the 

monarch has no means of becoming acquainted with the public opinion, 
he often continues to purfue the fame meafures, and to employ the fame 
men, until the difcontents become univerfal; a general infurrection takes 
place, and both he and his minifters are involved in one common ruin. In 
this kingdom fuch a misfortune can never happen, as long as parliaments a{- 
‘femble regularly and freely. For if difcontents arife, when any of the mea- 
fures purfued by the king’s fervants are injurious, and his minifters unpopu- 
lar, it is the duty ofthis boufe to.give proper information and advice,. 
and if we.negle& to. do fo we betray not only our duty to dur country and 
conftitution, but our duty to our fovereiga. This being my opinion, and 
the opinion of every, perfon who entertains true notions of our conftitution,, 
can no longer defer making the motion of which 1 formerly gave notice. 

“ There is not a meniber of this houfe who is not fenfible that both. our 
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foreign and donreftic affairs, for feveral years paft, have been unfatisfactory to 
the majority of the nation. The people have’ fuffered from paft meafures ; 
they complain of prefent meafures; they expect no 1edrefs, no altefation or 
amendment but from the interference of this houfe. Thefe are the fenti- 
ments of the people ; which ought to be reprefented to the king, in the pro- 
per method eftablithed by the conftitution, 

* T have long expected, that fuch a motion as I am now to make would 
have been brought forward by fome other gentleman more capable than my- 
felf to enforce what I thall prepofe ; but as no one has hitherto attempted it, 
and as this is the laft feffion of this parliament, I am unwilling it fhould ex- 
pire without anfwering the people's expe¢tations, which, in this refpect, are 
to juft, fo well founded, and fo agreeable ‘to the conftitution. I therefore 
hope I fhall be excufed for attempting what I think my duty as a member 
of this houfe, and us a friend to the prefent happy eftablithment,” 

He then lamented the miferable condition of the nation; engaged in a 
war with one potentate, and hkely to be involved in another, without one 
ally abroad, and under the preffure of an immenfe debt at home. He 
faid that he would inquire by what means we were reduced to this fituation, 
and would then make his intended motion, 

In making this inquiry into the caufes of our unfortunate condition, he 
thould firft begin by confidering foreign affairs, then advert to domeftic af- 
fairs, and laftly enter into the conduct of the war. 

In regard to foreign affairs, we had departed from the principles of the 
grand alliance which tended to deprefs our inveterate enemy the houfe of 
Bourbon, and had abandoned and loft our old and natural ally the houfe of 
Auftria. 

Although it had been frequently afferted, that all the misfortunes of our 
foreign negotiations were principally ewing to the peace of Utrecht ; yet he 
was of another.opinion, The evils of the treaty of Utrecht had been re- 
paired by the quadruple alliance, and ftill more by the glorious victory which 
admiral Byng had gained over the Spanifh fleet, off the coaft of Sicily; a 
vitoty, however, which ferved no other purpofe than to give rife to the {can- 
dalows treaty of peace in 1721, x treaty highly difhoneurable to the station, 
becaufe it agroed to reftore the fhips we had taken in an open and juft 
war, and began with a negotiation, # not an tg give up Gib- 
reltar and Misorca, without @ipulating any pay advantage of 
this country, or obtaining npn no tf tt, ch re 
hegan to be mifreprefented on the part of Spain, In ane word, this treaty 
te-eftablithed the preponderance of the of Bourbom, 

4 But 
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Sut fe could declare, from the highett authoritye that we had even fince Chapter s¢. 

that time been, with refpect to foreign powers, in a moft defirable fituation. 1740to 17 Abe 
‘The high authority ta which he alluded was the fpeech from the throne, in teemmed 
November 6724, which reprefented peace with all powers abroad ; at home ° 
perfect tranquilbty, plenty, and an uninterrupted enjoyment of all civil and 
religious rights ; expreffions which charmed every Englith car. But that uni- 
verfal happinefs did not long continue, For foon after this period we entercd 
into “ that clofe friendfhip and correfpondence with the court of France, 
which, to the infinite difadvantage of this nation, has continued ever fince, 
and which bas now, at laft, brought the balance of power into the utmoft 
danger, if not to inevitable ruin.” We declined availing ourfelves of the 
fortunate breach which had taken place between the two branches of the 
houfe of Bourbon, we declined taking advantage of the refentment enter- 
tained by Philip againft France, for the return of the Spanith infanta, we 
declined the offer of the king of Spain to fubmit to the fole mediation of 
England to fettle the difputes between him and the Emperor. 
. “ But the moft pernicious of all the pernicious meafures was the treaty of 
Hanover. When the alliance between Spain and-tlie Emperor was concluded, 
we, who by a very little dexterity, might then have duped France, who has 
duped us fo often, inftead of doing fo, by the treaty of Hanover, flung our- 
felves into her arms, and England’s affairs {eem, ever fince, to have been ma-. 
naged by a French intereft. Fleets had been fent, one to the Baltic, another 
to the Weft Indies, to infult, and only to infult, the Czar and the king of 
Spain ; the three pretended articles of the Vienna treaty, which produced that 
of Hanover, were the eftablifhment of the Oltend company, the taking of 
Gibraltar, and the placing of the Pretender on the throne, But when Gib- 
raltar was befieged, what affiftance did we receive from France?” He was 
inclined to believe that no help was fo much as demanded of the French, be- 
caufe we knew none would be grantede The reparation of Dunkirk was a 
memorable inftance of French fincerity. 

He then adverted to the preliminaries of the peace of say, and the act 
of the Pardo. He ftated, that on the firt complaints from the merchants, 
of Spanith depredations, the parliament thought fit to recommend pacific 
meafures only. He-then cenfured the treaty of Seville, by which ith. 
troops were'to be introduced into Italy. Don Carlos went thither, but we 
gained pothings dommithoners only were appointed, and when the parlia- 
ment, in't732, addrefled to know what progrefs they had made, his ma- 
jefty’s andwer was, that they-wete to meet in four monthss but by the .de- 
lage of Spaiti, the conferences were not opened Bi ee 
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the pragmatic fanction, and engaged to fupport the Emperor in all his domi+ 
nions, but faw him lofe Sicily and Naples, fuffered France to gain Loraine, 
and the power of the houfe of Auftria, which had been ridiculoufly mag- 
nified in order to vindicate the Hanoverian treaty, pulled down and brought 
to its prefent low and miferable fituation. 

“ That great man, admiral Vernon, faw this error, and gave frequent admo- 
nitions againft the perfidy of France, in this very houfe, for which reafon it 
was contrived, that he fhould be excluded from the next parliament, and he 
was likewife denied his rank. Then came the fecond complaint of depreda- 
sions, when, by the management of one perfon, parliament was prevailed upon 
to be again pacific.” 

He then expatiated on the éonvention: He repeated moft of the objec- 
tions made ¢o that Licaty, which he called one of thofe expedients on which 
the munifter feemed to live from year to year, and when this treaty was 
fhametully broken by Spain, war was not declaied, but-an order iffued at 
firft for reprifals only. Negotiations, as he believed,- ftill went on, but foon 
after followed the prefent war. 

He then adverted to domeftic affairs; after ftating the national debt 
in 1716, he alledged that the debts of the army had been {welled from 
£-400,000 to above two millions, and debentures iffued for that fum, of 
which part had been difcharged from the produce of the finking fund, by 
which one perfon had gained confiderable advantage. 

To makgand unmake, he urged, the famous bank contrad, to fecure from 
condign punifhment thofe, who by their wicked and avaricious execu- 
tion of the truft repofed in them by the South Sea fcheme, had ruined 
many thoufands; to commute public juftice, and fubject the lefs guilty to 
a@ punifhment too fevere, in order that the moft heinous offenders might 
efcape that which they defervéd; and to give up to the South Sea com- 
pany the fum of feven millions fterling, which they had obliged themfelves 
to pay to the public, a great partof which fum was given to old ftock 
holders, and confequently to.thofe who had never fuffered by the_fchenie ; 
.Were.the fteps by which difhoneft power was obtained. All the evils and 
none of the advantages of the French Miffiffipi icheme were adopted: Qur 
South Sea fcheme had done ss berw, while theit's had liauidated their 

* debits. 

‘Hee then enumesated the debts and the produce of the Sinking fund in 

#527, end afferted, that the nationaldebt was not diminilhad, although the 
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Gaking fund had’ fince that period produced no lefs than fifteen millions, all 
which had been {pent in Spithead expeditions, and Hyde Park reviews. 

He next enumeiated many inftances ef unconftitutional condud. A 
dager ftanding army maintained than was neceffary or confiftent with the 
conflitution ; augmented without.caufe. Squadrons fitted out at an enqi- 
mous expence, to the great annoyance of trade, without being employed 
againft enemies, or for the affiftance of allies. All methods to fecure the 
conftitution againit that molt d: us enemy, corruption, rejected or ren- 
dered ineffectual ; many penal laws paffed of an arbitrary tendency ; public 
expenditure increafed by the addition of new and ufelefs offices; all in- 
quities into the management of public money perverted or defeated ; votes 
of credit frequent ; expences of the civil lift increafed; the abolition of 
burthenfome and pernicious taxes, and the difcharge of the debt prevented; 
from a principle that the collection of taxes rendered a great number of place- 

. mon and officers neceflary, whofe votes gave weight to undue influence in elec- 
tions and in parliament; the reduction of intereft oppofed, not by the influence 
of argument, but by another fort of influence; officers difmiffed for voting 
again{t the excife fcleme, one of the weakeft or moft violent prajects-ever fet 
on foot or countenanced by any minifter. Thefe, he obferved, were the 
charaéteriftic features of a corrupt and profligate adminiftration. 

He then entered on the conduét of the war. Vernon, who after having 
been excluded ffom his feat in parliament, and deprived of his rank, for op- 
pofing adminiftration, had retired to the country, was she only perfon fit or 
willing to conduét the expedition to America; and yet even with thefe 
claims, he was not reftored to his rank ; though it was to be hoped that his 
meritorious fervices would extort that mark of confidence. Vernon received 
on his departure the Yaireft promifes of being fupported and fupplied. How 
were thefe promiles fulfilled ? He failed from Plymouth on the 3d of Auguft 
15739 ,onty with letters of reprifal, war got being declared till October, by which 
means his exertions were fettered and reftrained. He failed with a fleet badly 
equipped, and badly fupplied. In September, fome bonib veffels were fent to 
him, which did not arrive at Jamaica tillthe 15th of January. No provifiéns 
or ftores were forwarded, and fo {cantily was he victualled, that on the 28th ‘of 
March, he wrote to government, carneftly preffing for more fupplies. He 
Adid, that his letters.on the table fuficiently prove thefe facts; they difplayed 
bis opinion: of the great things which he might.have effected, had the number 
of land forces, which he earneftly and repeatedly called for, been granted, forces 
wwhigh remained at home-for no other ufe but to opprefs the peoples forces 
gobi’ Mould nor have been railed, or thould have been fent out to vindicate 
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the honour of their country againft their oppreffors in America, where alone 
offenfive meafures could be carried on with effect. Admiral Hatldock, be 
urged, was equally neglected ; bitter complaints of want of fupplies came no 
Jets from his fquadion, and be was forced to aét upon the defenfive. To 
that want, he (olely attributed the efcape of the Cadiz and Ferrol {quadrons. 
He commended, in high terms, the care and diligence of admiral Haddock, 
in furnifhing convoys, and proteéting the trade of the Mcditerrancan, and ani- 
madverted with equal acrimony on the cylpable neglect of convoys at homes 
and the numerous cruifers of the enemy, winch infefted the Channel, and 
ruined our commerce. ‘ 

Things being thus, he fhould now name the author of all thefe public ca- 
lamitics. After what he had faid, he believed no one could miftake the per- 
fon to whom he alluded: every one muft be convinced that he meant the 
right honourable gentleman who fat oppofite to him, and the whole houfe 
might fee that the right honvurable gentleman took it to himfelf; that 
aganit him there was as gencral a difcontent as had ever arifen againft any 
minifter. Although this difcontent had lafted fo long, yet the right honourable 
gentleman till continued in his poft, in oppofition to the fenfe of the 
country ; this was no fign of the freedom of*government, becaufe a free 
people neither will nor can be governed by a minifter whom they hate or 
defpife. 

He had well confidered the difficulty of perfonal attacks, yet he thould 
obey the voice of thg people, and att like an honeft man, and like an Eng- 
Jifiman, in making his motion. He bimfelf, merely a private man, proteét~ 
ed only by his innocence, would fearlefsly enter the lifts againft one who 
ufurped a regal power, who had arrogated to himfelf a place of French ex- 
traction, that of fole minifter ; contrary to the nature and principles of the 
Englith conftitution. He was well aware, that a common excufe would be 
urged in his defence, that parliament had given a fanction to many of the 
aéts which he had enumerated, But the right honourable gentleman could 
not urge this exculpation, without fubjeting himfelf to the charge of grofs 
ineonfiftency. He himfelf had accufed the earl of Oxford of departing from 
the principles of the grand alliance, and of having facrificed the country to 
Fratice, alihough all his meafures had been fanctioned by parliament. He 
obferved likewife, that parliaments were not infallible, but refembled other 
courts of juftice. They judge from information, and if convinced that they 
had been mifled by falfe information, fhould equally acknowledge their ersor, 
and alter their opinions. 

“ If it fhould be atked,” he faid, “ Why I impute all thefe evils to ong 
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perfor, I teply, -becaufé that Bne perfon grafped in his own hands every branch 
of government ; that one perfon has attained the fole direction of affairs, mo- 
nopolifed all the favours of the crown, compaifed the difpofal of all places, 
penfions, titles, ribbands, as well as al! preferments, civil, military, and eccle- 
fiaftical ; that one perfon made a blind fubmiffion to his will, both in elections 
and parliament, the only terms of prefent favour, and future expectation, 
and continuance in office; and declared, in this very houfe, that he muft be 
a pitiful minifter who did not difplace an officer that oppofed his meafures 
in parliament. 

** But even let us fuppofe no overfight, error, or crifne in his public con- 
duét, and that the people were fatisfied with his adminiftration, the very 
length of it is in itfelf a fufficient caufe for removing him. In a free go- 
vernment too long poffeffion of power is highly dangerous. Moft common- 
wealths have been overturned by this very overlight ; and in this country, we 
know how difficult it has often proved for parliament to draw an old favou- 
rite from behiad the throne, even-when he has been guilty of the moft hei- 
nous crimes. I wifh this may not be our cafe at prefent ; for though I will 
not fay, nor have I at prefent any occafion for fhewing, that the favourite I 
am now complaining of has been guilty of any crimes, the proof may then be 
come at, and the witneffes againft him will not be afraid to appear. Till 
you do this, it is impoffible to determine, whether he is guilty or innocent; 
and confidering the univerfal clamour againft him, it is high time to reduce 
him to fach a condition, that he may be brought to-a fair, an impartial, 
and a ftrit account. As I am only to propofe an addrefs to remove him 
from the king’s counfels, 1 have no occafion to accufe him of any fpecifi 
ctime. The diffatisfaction of the people, and their fufpicion of his conduct 
are a fufiicient foundation for fuch an dddrefs,%nd a fufficient caufe for hu: 
removal. For no fovereign of thefe kingdoms sought to employ any mini: 
{ter who is difagreeable to the people,and when any minifter is become un: 
popular, it is our duty to inform the king, that he may give general fatis 
faction by his removal. I folemnly declare, that 1 have, no refentment 
againtt the right honourable gentleman ; I have, on the contrary, received per- 
fonal civilities from him, and have no‘private motives to wifh him ill. But 
as I think it neceffary, for the welfare of my country, that-be fhould no 
langer continue in his majefty’s counfels, who has bewildered him(elf in trea- 
ties, who has forfeited his-word with every court in Europe, and again(t 
-whom the voice of the world, is in unifon with that of his country, I there- 
‘fore move, Tat an bumble addgefs be prefented to his majefly, that he 
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would be gracioufly pleafed to remove the right Honourable Sir Robert Walt- 
pole, knight of the moft noble order of the garter, firft cofnmiffioner,, 
chancellor, and under treafurer of the exchequer, and one of his majefty's 
moft honourable privy council, from his majefty’s prefence and counfels for 
ever.” ' 

The inmotion was fecondtd by lord Limerick, who obferved; that the na-- 
tion was reduced to fo low a ftate by the mifeonduét of the minifter, that no- 
refource was left, excepting the increafe of the land tax, and the anticipation 
of the funds, That the rcins of government were conducted by a {ole mini- 
fter, who lived by expedients, who had removed the beft and ableft men in 
the army, for no other demerit than for their parliamentary oppofition to 
his meafures. 

Wortley Montague then propofed, in conformity to the order of the houfe; 
which requires that every member, againft whom an accufation is brought, 
thould retire while his conduét is examined, that Sir Robert Walpole fhould: 
be ordered to withdraw. He was feaonded by Gybbon, who attempted to: 
vindicate this unjuft propofal, by feyeral inapplicable precedents. 

The motion was warmly oppofed by Bromley and Howe ; and as the houfe 
appeared to favour that fide of the queftion, Gybbon,, after urging, that if 
the motion for the removal fhould be carried, neither the life, liberty, or 
eftate of the minifter would be affeéted by the decifion, propofed that he 
fhould be firft heard in his own defence, and then-withdraw. This propofal 
was ftrenuoufly fupported, and no lefs ftrenuoufly refifted ; it. was.called an 
unprecedented mode of proceeding, to charge a member in general terms, 
by f{peeches only, without {tating particular facts as crimes, or bringing any 
evidence to prove them, or him to be the author of them; and then to ex- 
pect that he fhould retire, arf other members be permitted to load him with 
general accufations, while he was not prefent to hear and make his defence. 
The houfe appearing convinced of the abfurdity and injuftice of this propo- 
fal, it was withdrawn, and refolved that the minifter: fhould hear all the 
charges brought again(t him, and fhould be the laft to reply. 

A long and violent debate then took place on the main queftion. The 
principal fpeakers in favour of the motion were Pulteney, Bootle, Fazakerly, 
Pitt, and Lyttleton. 

The fubftance of their arguments’ was fimilar to thof which Kad been 
advanced by Sandys; no direé& accufation was’ made, no fpecific charge 
urged, no particular crime alledged, but a {pecies of accumulative guilt; 
drawn from a long feries of fuppofod mifconduct, and founded on, what they 

called, 
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called, moral certainty, prefumptive evidence, probable proof, common fame, 
and notoriety of faéts.~ 

They juftified their proceedings by making a diftinétion between im- 
peachments, or bills of pains and penalties, which affect the lives, liberty, ar 
eftates of the perfons accufed, and an addrefs to remove a minifter only, 
without attempting to inflict any legiflative or judicial punifhment. In the 
firft cafe, they obferved, legal evidence is neceflary, and muft be applicd to 
the feveral heads of the accufation, but in the other ftrong prefumptions, 
founded upon public fame and notoricty, have been always licld fufficient. 

Pitt obferved, in his emphatic language, “That during the adminiflration 
that was the object of cenfure, at home debts were increafed and taxes mul- 
tiplied, and the finking fund alienated ; abroad the {yftem of Europe was to- 
tally fubyerted, and at this awful moment, when the greateft fcene was 
opening to Europe that has ever before occurred, he wlio had loft the conr 
fidence of all mankind, fhould not be permitted to continue at the head of 
the king’s government *. 

Pulteney enforced the general tenour of the argument advanced by Sandys, 
with increafed animation, wit, and eloquence. He particularly dwelt on his 
favourite topic, that the fyftem adopted and invariably purfued by the mi- 
nifter, tended to exalt the houfe of Bourbon, and deprefs that of Au- 
firia ; and maintained his pofition by an analyfis of foreign tranfaCtions and 
treaties, that preceded and followed the treaty of Hanover, which he confi- 
dered as the fource of all fubfequent degradations, and the caufe of national 
difgrace. 

References were not only made to thofe minifters who had been im- 
peached or cenfured by the houfe of commons, to Suffolk, Clarendon, and 
Lauderdale, but Walpole was compared to the moft worthlefs favourites that 
had ever engroffed the ear of former fovereigns. Allufions were even made 
to the minions of Edward the Secopd, Pierce Gayefton +, and Hugh Le 


* Heads of Pitt’s fpeech, in Sir Robert Wal. 
pole’s Parliamentary Memorandums. 

+ About this time was publithed, “ The 
Life and Death of Pierce Gavetton, Earl of 
Cornwal, grand Favourite and Prime Minifter 
“to that uni nate Prince, Edward the Second, 
Rane England, with Political tks, by 
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is a grenadier with a bag of money in his hand, 
on whichis written pay; a hand in the clouds 
holds a fword over his head. Underneath is’ 
a vignette, with a baboon in chains on one 

~fide, and on the other a-hydra pierced with 
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“ Tho’ evil minifters awhile, 

“ May batk themfelves in fortune’s {mile ; 
“ They for their crimes muft foon or late, 
Like Gavefton, fisbmit to fate.’” 
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Defpenfer, and he was accufed of refembling them in the giddinefs of -their 
power, and the exorbitance of their grants. 

The motion was oppofed, with great animation and ability, by the friends 
of the minifter. Pelham and Stephen Fox principally diftinguithed them; 
felves in this debate; after vindicating the meafures, both foreign and do- 
meftic, which had been fo much arraigned, they refted the chief part of the 
defence on the impropriety of the motion. They expofed the violence and 
injuftice of propofing to have a member of the houfe, anda perfon in his 
high ftation, punifhed by the lofs of chara¢ter and reputation, upon general * 
allegations, which were not proved to be crimes, and which had received, in 
former examinations and debates, the approbation or confent of the parlia- 
ment, and in making Sir Robert Walpole an advifer of the things alledged, 
as prime or fole minifter, without any other evidence than that of common 
fame *. : 

The affertion of Sir Charles Wager made a great impreffion on the houfe. 
With a view to combat the arguments that Walpole was fole minifter, the 
yeteran feaman, who had beécn at the head of the admiralty nine years, faid, 
** That, to his-knowledge, Sir Robert Walpole was as forward and zealous 
to promote the war as any of his majefty’s council, and that nothing was a- 
moment wanted in: his province, that of iffuing money: That he had never 
interfered in recommending any one perfon to the admiralty board; and 
that if he had ever done fo, he (Sir Charles) would have thrown up all his 
employments.” 

The minifter was not only defended by his friends, and thofe who 
ufually fupported the meafures of government, but the motion was oppofed 
by feveral Tories, as tending to introduce an inquifitorial fyftem. 

Lord Cornbury, in particular, obferved, “ The advocates for the motion, 
endeavour to advance a charge of accumulative guilt, to aggravate one crime 
by the fuperaddition of another, and eather to intend a popular cenfure than 
a tégal condeganation. : 

‘© I fuppofe no man will fafpect that an unjuft partiality in favour of the 
gentleman, whofe conduct is now the fubject of examination, influences me 
to. cenfure this mode of proceeding, fince no man can want reafons.againft it 
of the greateft weight. Reafons which deferve the clofeft attention from 
every man of prudence and virtue, every man who regards’ his ‘own fafety, or 
the happinefs of future generations. No man, whofe judgmetit is dot over- 
‘borne by his refentment, and whofe ardour for vengeance has not extinguith- 
‘gd every other motive of action, can refolve té give the fan¢tion of his voice 


* Account of the debate by Sir Robert Walpole. Correfpondence. . 
to 
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toa method of profecution, by which the good and bad are equally endan- 
gered ; and which will make the adminiftration of public affairs deftruc- 
tive to the pureft integrity, and the higheft wifdom. 

“ That fuck muft be the confequence of charges like this, will Appear no 
longer a paradoxical affertion, if it be remembered, that humanity is a {tate 
of impyrfection, that the ftriGteft virtue fometimes declines from the right, 
and that the moft confummate policy is by falfe appearances, or accidental 
inattention, betrayed into error. For how foon mutt that man be deftroyed, 
whofe high ftation expofes him to the continual obfervation of envy and 
malevolence, whofe minuteft errors are carefully remarked, and whofe cafual 
failings ate treafured up as a fund of accufations. How foon, if trivial’ tranf- 
greffions fhall be accumiulated into capital crimes, may the befl man com~ 
plete the fum of his offences, and be doomed to ignominy, to exile, or to 
death ? 

* In criminal proceedings, particular regard has been had to precedents, 
and furely the effects of a former accufation of this kind, give us no-encou- 
ragement to the repetition of it. From a charge of accumulative treafon, 
the faction of the laft age proceeded to the ufurpation of bounclefs autho~ 
rity, the fubverfion of our conttitution, and the murder of the king. 

* I fhall therefore continue to fuppofe every man innocent till he appears 
from legal evidence to be guilty ; and to reje@ any charge of accumulative 
guilt, upon the fame principles of regard to liberty, to virtue, to truth, and 
to our conftitution, by which I have hitherto regulated my conduét ; and for 
the fame reafons for which I have condemned the meafures of the adminiftra- 
tion, I thal] now oppofe the prefent motion *.” 

Edward Harley, member for Herefordthire, brother to the lord treafurer, 
and ina fhort time afterwards earl of Oxford himfelf, evinced, on this occafion, 
a fpirit of moderation, not ufual with perfons er.zaged in party difputes. He 
was one of the heads of the Tory intereft, and his family had always dj- 
ftinguifhed itfelf in oppofition to Sir Robert Walpole. He faid, “* Sir, Ido 
not ftand up at this time of night, cither to accufe or flatter any man. 
Since I have had the honour to fit in parliament, I have oppofed the mea- 
fures of adminiftration-becaufe 1 thought them wrong ; and as long as they 
ave, I fhall continue to give as conftant an oppofition to them. The ftate of 
the nation, by the conduct of our minifters, is deplorable ; a war is deftroy- 
ving us abr joverty and corruption are devouring us at home. But 
whatever 1 may ren of men, God forbid, that my private opinion fhould be 
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the only rule of my judgment! I fhould defire to have an exterior convic- 
tion from faéts and evidences, and without this, I am fo far from con- 
sdemning, that I would not cenfure any man.’ I am fully fatisfied in my own 
mind, that there are thofe who give pernicious and deftrndtive counfels ; 
and, I hope, a time will come, when a proper, legal, parliamentary inquiry 
‘may be made, and when clear facts and full evidence will plainly difcover 
who are the énemies of their country. A noble lord, to whom I had the 
honour to be related, has been often mentioned in this debate: He was im- 
peached and imprifoned ; by that imprifonment his years were thortened 5 
and the profecution was carried on by the honourable perfon, who is now 
the fubjec& of your queftion, though he knew at that very time, that there , 
was no evidence to fupport it. 1 am now, Sir, glad of this opportunity to 


_teturn good for evil, and to do that honourable gentleman and his family, 


that juftice which he denied to mine* .”’ 

Shippen declaed, * + that he looked on this motion as only a {cheme for 
turning out one minifter, and bringing in another; that as his conduét in 
parliament had always been regulated with a view to the good of his country, 
without any regard to his own private intereft, it was quite indifferent to 
him, who was in or who was out; and he would give himfelf no concern in 
the queftion.” At the conclufion of thefe words he withdrew, and was fol- 
Jowed by thirty-four of his friends, 





CHAPTER THE FIFTY-SIXTH: 
1742. 


Reply of Sir Robert Walpole—Motion negatived.—Similar Motion in the Lords. 
—Conduft and Anecdotes of Shippen. 


HIS attack, concerted with fo much previous care, and announced 
with fo much oftentation, was not calculated to alarm the minifter. 
He faw the difaffected Whigs feeble and hefitdting: allthe Tories. not ex- 
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cluding ‘thofe who voted againft him, averfe to the queflion ; many fup- Chapter 56, 

porting him with a favourable difplay of impartial and benevolent principles ; 7444 

the Jacobites {cornfully turning their backs upon a party apparently united by “> 

no principle, and a motion brought forwards without due confideration. He 

availed himfelf, with great ability, of the vantage ground on which he flood, 

and commenced the reply by a well conducted attack againfl the difLoidant 

parts of oppofition. He fomented the divifion between the Torics and 

Whigs in oppofition, paid a delicate compliment to the Tories, and di- 

rected the fhafts of his eloquence principally againfl the leaders of the 

difaffected Whigs, whofe motives of hottility were already futpeéed by 

the public. ‘ 
He faid, “ Sir *, it has been obferved by feveral gentlemen, in vindication Speech of Sir 

of this motion, that if it fhould be carried, neither my life, liberty, or eftate BRET ‘Wal- 

will be affected. But do the honourable gentlemen confer my character Pe 

and reputation as of no moment? Is it no imputation to be arraigned 

before this houfe, in which I have fat forty years, and to have my name 

tran{mitted to pofterity with difgrace and infamy ? I will not conceal my fenti- 

ments, that to be named in parliament as a fubjcét of inquiry, is to me a 

matter of great concern; but I have the fatisfaétion at the fame time to 

reflect, that the impreffion to be made depends upon the confiftency of the 

charge, and the motives of the profecutors. Had the charge been reduced 

to {pecific allegations, I fhould have felt myfelf called upon for a {pecific 

defence. Had I ferved a weak or wicked mafter, and implicitly obeyed his 

diétates, obedience to his commands muft have been my only juftification. 

But as it has been my good fortune to ferve a mafter, who wants no bad 

minifters, and would have hearkened to none,’ my defence muft reft on 

my own conduét. The confcioufnefs of innocence is alfo fufficient fupport 

againft my prefent profecutors. A farther juftification is alfo derived from 

a confideration of the views and abdlities of the profecutors. Had I been 

guilty of great enormities, they want neither zeal and inclination to bring 

them forwards, nor ability to place them in the moft prominent point ‘of 

view. But-as 1 am confcious of no crime, my own experience convinces me, 

that none can be juftly imputed. I muft therefore afk the gentlemen, 

from whence does this attack proceed ? From the paffions and prejudices of 

the parties combined againft me ; who may be divided into three claffes, the 

Boys, the riper Patriots, and the Tories. The Tories I can eafily forgive, 


‘© The inisttence of this {peech is taken from Sir RobertWalpole.—Orford Papers. —Chan- 
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Period VII. they have unwillingly come into the meafure, and they do me honour in think- 

t797to1742. ing it neceffary to remove me, as their only obftacle. What is the inference 
tobe drawn from thefe premifes? that demerit with them ought to be confi- 
dered as merit with others. But my great and principal crime is my long 
continuance in office, or, in other words, the long exclufion of thofe who 
now complain againft me. This is the heinous offence which excceds all 
others’: I keep from them the pofleffion of that power, thofe honours and 
thofe emoluments, to which they fo ardently and pertinacioufly alpire. I 
will not attempt to deny the reafonablenefS and neceflity of a party war; but 
in carrying on that war, all principles and rules of juftice fhould not be de- 
parted from. The Tories muft confefs, that the moft obnoxious perfons 
have felt few inftances of extra judicial power, Wherever they have been 
arraigned, a plain charge has been exhibited againft them; they have had 
an impartial trial, and have been permitted to make their defence; and will 
they, who have expenenced this fair and equitable mode of procceding, act 
in direét oppofition to every principle of juftice, and eftablifh this fatal pre- 
cedent of parliamentary inquifition? and whom would they conciliate by 
a conduct fo contrary to principle and precedent ? 

“Can it be fitting in them, who have divided the public opinion of 
the nation, to fhare it with thofe who now appear as their competitors ? 
With the men of yeflerday, the boys in politics, who would be ab- 
folutely contemptible did not their audacity render them deteftable ? 
With the mock patriots, whofe practice and profeffions prove their felfith- 
nefs and malignity, who threatened to purfue me to deftruction, and who 
have never for 2 moment loft fight of their objeét ? Thefe men, under the 
name of the Separatifts, prefume to call themftlves, exclufively, the nation 
and the people, and under that character, affume all power. In their 
eftimation, the king, lords, and commons are a faction, and they are the go~ 
vernment. Upon thefe principles, they threaten the deftruction of all autho- 
rity, and think they have a right to judge, dire&, and réfift, all legal magif- 
trates. They withdraw from parliament becaufe they fucceeg in nothing, 
and then attribute their want of fuccefs not to its true caufe,ytheir own 
want of integrity and importance, but to the effet of places, penfions, 
and corruption. May it not be afked, Are the people on the court fide 
more united than on the other? Are not the Tories, Jacobites, and Patriots: 
equally determined ? What makes this. ftri& union? What cements this 
heterogeneous mafs? Party engagements and perfonal attachments. How- 
ever different their views and principles, they all agree in oppofition,- The 
Jacobites diftref the government they would fubvert ; the Tories contend 

for 
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for party Prevalence and power. The Patriots, from difcontent and difap- Chapter 56. 
pointment, would change the miniftry, that themfelves might exclufively 174, 
fucceed. They have laboured this point twenty years unfuccelsfully ; they are - 
impatient of longer delay. They clamour for change of meafures, but mean 
only changg of minifters. 

“ In party contefts, why fhould not bagth fides be equally fteady ? Does not 
a Whig adminiftration as well deferve the fupport of the Whigs as the con- 
trary ? Why is not principle the cement in one as well as the other, efpecially 
when they confefs, that all is levelled againft one man? Why this one man ? 
becaufe they think, vainly, nobody elfe could withfland them. All others are 
treated as tools and vaffals. The ane is the corrupter, the numbers corrupted. 
But whence this cry of corruption, and exclufive claim of honourable diftinc- 
tion? Compare the eftates, characters, and fortunes of the commons on one 
fide, with thofe on the other. Let the matter be fairly inveftigated ; furvey and 
examine the individuals who ufually fupport the meafures of government, and 
thofe who are in oppofition. Let us fee to whofe fide the balance preponde- 
tates, Look round both houfes, and fee to which fide the balance of virtue 
and talents preponderates! Are all thefe on one fide, and not on the other? 
Or are all thefe to be counterbalanced by an affected claim to the exclifive 
title of patriotifm. Gentlemen have talked a great deal of patriotifm. A ve- 
nerable word, when duly praétifed. But 1 am forry to fay, that of late it has 
been fo much hackneyed about, that it is in danger of falling into difgrace : 
the very idea of true patriotifm is loft, and the term has been proftituted to 
the very worft of purpofes. A patriot, Sir! why patriots {pring up like 
muthrooms? 1 could raife fifty of them within the four-and-twenty hours, 
Ihave raifed many of them in one night. It is but refufing to gratify an 
unreafonable or an infolent demand, and up ftarts a patriot. I have never 
been afraid of making patriots; but I difdain and defpife all their efforts. 
But this pretended virtue proceeds ,from perfonal malice, and from difap- 
pointed ambition. There is not a man amongft them whofe particular aim 
Tam not able to afcertain, and from what motives they have entered into the 
lifts of oppofition. é 
* T fhall now confider the articles of accufation which they have brought On foreign 
againft me, and which they have not thought fit to reduce to {pecific afairs. | 
echarges; and I fhall confider thefe in the fame order as that in which they 

were placed by the honourable member who made the motion, Tirft, in 
regard to foreign affairs, fecondly, to domeftic affairs, and, thirdly, to the 
conduct of the war. 

* As to forcign affairs, I mutt take notice of the uncandid manner in 
4P2 which 
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which the gentlemen on the other fide have managed the quettion, by blend- 
ing numerous treaties and complicated negotiations into one general mats. 

“ To form a fair and candid yudgment of the fubjedt, it becomes neceffary 
not to confider the treaties merely infulated ; but to advert to the time in 
which they were made, to the circumftances and fituation of Europe when 
they weie made, to the peculiar fitudtion in which I ftand, and to the power 
which I poffeffed. I am called repeatedly and infidioufly prime and fole 
minifter, Admitting, however, for the fake of argument, that I am prime 
and fole minifter in this country; am 1, therefore, prime and fole minifter 
of all Europe? Am I anfwerable for the condud of other countries as well 
as forthat of my own ? Many words are not wanting to thew, that the parti- 
cular yiews of each court occafioned the dangers which affedted the public 
tranquillity; yet the whole is charged to my account. Nor is this fufficient ; 
whatever was the conduét of England, Tam equally arraigned. If we main- 
tained ourlelves in peace, and took no fhare in foreign tranfactions, we 
are reproached fof tamenefs and pufillanimity. If, on the contrary, we in- 
terfered in the difputes, we are called Don Quixotes, and dupes to all the 
world. If we contracted guaranties, it was afked, why is the nation wan- 
tonly burthened ? If guaranties were declined, we were reproached with 
having no allies.” 

After making thefe preliminary obfervations, on the neceffity of confidering 
the relative fituation of Europe, when thefe engagements were contracted, 
and proving that the treaties were right at the time they were made, though 
they-might not have had the defired effet, he entered into a luminous 
recapitulation of the principal compaéts, which had been adverted to in 
the courle of the debate. They formed a connective feries, embracing paft 
events, piefent advantages, and future contingencies, of which the various 
parts had fuch a neceflary dependance on cach other, that any {eparation 
mutt be fatal to the comprehenfion of the whole. 

He took up the fubjeét from the peace of Utrecht, which, by fuffering a 
prince of the houfe of Bourbon to remain on the throne of Spain, had ma- 
terially altered the balance of power in Europe, had produced new interefts, 
and involved this country in a feries of delicate and complicated negotia- 
tions. The quadruple alliance was the confequence of that treaty; but as 
he was not then in adminiftration, he was not accountable: eithersfor its artie 
éles or effects, though he was unfortunately minifter, and unwillingly ac- 
ceffary to the execution of it. 

He fhould, therefore, begin with thg firft a@ of-that adminiftration 
‘to which ke had the honour to belong; a refufal to accept of the fole 
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mediation offered by Spain, on the breach between Spain and France, Chapter 56. 
occafione® by the difmiffion of the infanta. “I hope it will not be faid,” ag att, 
he obferved, “ we had any reafon to quarrel with Fi France upon that 
account; and therefore, if our accepting of that mediation "might have 
produced a rupture with France, it was not our duty to interfere, un- 
lefs we had fomething very beneficial to expeét from the acceptance. 
A reconciliation between the courts of Vienna and Madrid, it is true, was 
defirable to all Europe, as well as to us, provided it had been brought about 
without any defign to difturb our tranquillity, or the tranquillity of Europe 5 
but both parties were then fo high in their demands, that we could hope 
for no fuccets; and if the negotiation had ended without effect, we might 
have cxpeéted the common fate of arbitrators, the difobliging of both. 
Therefore, as it was our intereft to keep well with both, I muft ftill think 
it was the moft prudent part we could aét, to refufe the offered mediation, 

« The next ftep of our foreign conduét expofed to reprehenfion, is the 
treaty of Jfanover. Sir, if I were to give the truce hiftory of that treaty, 
which no gentleman can defire, L fhould, I am fure I could fully juftify 
my own conduct ; but as I do not defire to juttify my own, without juf- 
tifying his late majefty’s conduct, I mutt obferve, ‘that his late majefty had 
fuch information, as convinced not only him, but thofe of his council, 
both at home and abroad, that fome dangerous defigns had been formed 
between the Emperor and Spain, at the time of their concluding the Treaty 
at Vienna, in May 1725. Defigns, Sir, which were dangerous not only to 
the liberties of this nation, but to the liberties of Europe. They were not 
only to wreft Gibraltar and Port Mahon from this nation, and force the 
Pretender upon us, but they were to have Don Carlos married to the Em- 
peror’s eldeft daughter, who would thereby have had a probability of unit- 
ing in his perfon, or in the perfon of fome of his fucceffors, the crowns of 
France and Spain, with the Imperial dignity, and the Auftrian dominions. 
It was therefore highly reafonable, both in France and us, to take the alarm 
at fuch defigns, and to think betimes of preventing their being carried into 
execution. But with regard to us, it was more particularly our bufinefs to 
take the alarm, becaufe we were to have been immediately attacked. I 
fhall'grant, Sir, it would have been very difficult, if not impofitble, for Spain 
‘antl the Emperor joined together to have invaded, or made themfelves maf- 
ters of any of the Britifh dominions; but will it be faid, they might not 
have invaded the king’s dominions in Germany, in order to force him to a 
compliance with what they defired of him, as king of Great Britain? And 
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Period VII. if thofe dominions had been invaded on account of a quarrel with this na- 

47370 1742+ tion, fhould we not have been obliged, both in honour and intereft} to defend 
them ? When we were thus threatened, it was therefore abfolutely neceffary 
for us to make an alliance with France ; and that we might not truft too 
much to their affiftance, it was likewife neceflary to form alliances with the 
northern powers, and with fome of the princes in Germany, which we never 
did, nor ever could do, without granting them immediate fubfidies, Thefe 
meafures were therefore, I ftill think, not only prudent but neceflary, and 
by thefe meafures we made it much more dangerous for the Emperor and 
Spain to attack ug, than it would otherwife have been. 

« But itll, Sir, though by thefe alliances we put ourfelves upon an equal 
footing with our enemies, in cafe of an attack, yet, in order to preferve the 
tranquillity of Europe, as well as our own, there was fomething elfe to be 
done. We knew that war could not be begun and carried on without money; 
we knew that the Emperor had no money for that purpofe, without receiving 
large remittances from Spain; and we knew that Spain could make no 
fuch remittanccs without receiving large returns of treafure from the Weft 
Indies. The only way, therefore, to render thefe two powers incapable of 
‘diflurbing the tranquillity of Europe was, by fending a fquadron to the 
Welt Indies, to ftop the return of the Spanifh galleons; and this made it 
neceffary, at the fame time, to fend a fquadron to the Mediterranean, for 
the fecurity of our valuable poffeffions in that part of the world. By thefe 
meafures the Emperor faw the impoffibility of attacking us in any part of 
the world, becaufe Spain could give him no affiftance, either in money or 
troops; and the attack made by the Spaniards upon Gibraltar was fo fecble, 
that we had no occafion to call upon oyr allies for affiftance: a {mall fqua-~ 
dron of our own prevented their attacking it by fea, and from their attack 
by land, we had nothing to fear; they might have knocked their brains 
out againft inacceffible rocks, tothis very day, without bringing that fortre(s 
into any danger. 

“ T do not pretend, Sir, to be a great mafter of foreign affairs. In that poft 
in which I haye the honour to ferve his majefty, it is not my bufinefs to in- 
terfere ; and as one of his majefty’s council, I have but one voice; but if I. 
had been the fole advifer of the treaty of Hanover, and of all the meafures 
which were taken in purfuance of it, from what I have faid, I hope it will 
appear, that I do not deferve to be cenfured, citHtr as a weak or a wicked 
minifter on that account.” 

The next meafures which incurred cenfure were the guaranty of the 
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pragmatic fanétion by the fecond treaty of Vienna, andthe refufal of the Chapter sé. 
cabinet to affift the houfe of Auftria, in conformity with the articles of that 1746 
guaranty. f 
“ As to the guaranty of the pragmatic fanction,” he faid, “ I am really fur- 
prifed to find that meafure objeéted to; it was fo univerfally approved of, 
both within doors and without, that till this very day I think no fault was 
ever found with it, unle(s it was that of being too long delayed. If it 
was fo neceffary for fupporting the balance of power in Europe, as has been 
infifted on in this debate, to preferve intire ‘the dominions of the houfe of 
Auftria, furely it was not our bufinefs to infift upon a partition of them in 
favour of any of the princes of the empire. But if we had, could we have 
expected that the houfe of Auftria would have agreed to any {uch partition, 
even for the acquifition of our guaranty? The king of Pruffia had, it is 
true, a claim upon fome lordthips in Silefia; but that claim was abfolutely 
denied by the court of Vicnna, and was not at that time fo much infifted 
on by the late king of Pruffia. Nay, if he had lived till this time, I believe 
it would not now have been infifted on; for he acceded to that guaranty 
without any refervation of that claim; therefore, I muft look upon this as 
an objection, which has fince arifen from an accident, that could not then 
be forefeen, or provided againft. 
“J muft therefore think, Sir, that our guaranty of the pragmatic fanction, 
or our manner of doing it, cannot now be objected to, nor any perfon cen- 
fured by parliament for advifing that meafure. In regard to the refufal of 
the cabinet to affift the houfe of Auftria, though it was prudent and right 
in us to enter into that guaranty, we were not, therefore, obliged to enter 
into every broil the houfe of Auftria might afterwards lead themfelves into ; 
and therefore, we were not in honour obliged to take any fhare in the war 
which the Emperor brought upon himfelf in the year 1733, nor were we 
in intereft obliged to take a fhare in tha? war, as long as neither fide attempted 
to pufh their conquefts farther than was confiftent with the balance of power 
in Europe, which -was a cafe that did not happen. For the power of the 
houfe of Auftria was not diminifhed by the event of that war, becaufe they 
got Tufcany, Parma, and Placentia, in lieu of Naples and Sicily; nor was” 
the power of France much increafed, becaufe Loraine was a province fhe 
had taken and kept poffeffion of, during every war in which fhe had been 
e if 
« As to the difputes with Spain, they had not then reached fuch a height 
asto make it neceffary for us to come to an open rupture. We had ther 
reafon to hope, that all differences would be accommodated in an amicable 
manner 5 


bo4 


-Petiod VII. 


3737101743. 


—— 


‘On domeftic 
affairs. 


MEMOIRS “OF 


manner ; and whilft we have any fuch hopes, it can never be prudent for 
us to engage ourfelves in war, efpecially with Spain, where we have always 
had a very beneficial commerce. Thefe hopes, ’tis true, Sir, at laft proved 
abortive, but 1 never heard it was a crime to hope for the beft. This fort 
of hope was the caufe of the late convention; if Spain had performed her 
part of that preliminary treaty, 1 am fure it would not have been wrong in 
us, to have hoped for a friendly accommodation, and for that end to Rave 
waited nine or ten months longer, in which time the plenipotentiaries were, by 
the treaty, to have adjufted all the differences fubfifting between the two 
nations. But the failure of Spain in performing what had been agreed to 
by this preliminary, put an end to all our hope, and then, and not till then, 
it became prudent to enter into hoftilities, which were commenced as foon 
as poffible after the expiration of the term limited for the payment of the 
£-95,000. 

“« Strong.and virulent cenfures have been caft on me, for having conimenced 
ihe war without a fingle ally, and this deficiency has been afcribed to the 
multifarious treaties in which I have bewildered myfelf, But although the 
authors of this imputation are well apprized that all thefe treaties have been 
fubmitted to and approved by parliament, yet they are now brought forward 
as crimes, without appealing to the judgment of parliament, and without 
proving or declaring that all or any of them were advifed by me. A fup- 
pofed fole minifter is to be condemned and punifhed as the author of all; 
and what adds to the enormity is, that an attempt was made to convict 
him uncharged and unheard, without taking into confideration the moft 
arduous crifis which ever occurred in the annals of Europe, Sweden cor- 
rupted by France; Denmark tempted and wavering ; the landgrave of Heife 
Caffe) almoft gained; the king of Pruffia, the Empergr, and the Czarina, with 
whom alliances had been negotiating, dead 5 the Auftrian dominions claimed 
by Spain and Bavaria; the eleétor of Saxony hefitating whether he fhould ac- 
cede to the general confederacy planned by France; the®ourt of Vienna ir- 
refolute and indecifive. In this critical jun€ture, if France enters into en- 
gegements with Proffia, and if the queen of Hungary hefitates and liftens 
to France, are all or any of thefe eyents to be imputed to Englifh counfels# 
and if to Englith counfels, why are they to be attributed to one man ? 

“ Tnow come, Sir, to the fecond head, the conduct of domeftic affairs ; 
and here a moft heinous charge is made, that the nation has been byrthened 
with unneceflary éxpences, for the fole purpofe of preventing the difcharge 
of our debts, and the abolition of taxes. But. this attack is more to the 
difhgnour of the whole cabinet council thante me. If there is any ground for 
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this imputation, it isa charge upon king, lords, and commons, as corrupted, Chapter 45, 
or impofed upon. And they have no proof of thefe allegations, but affect 
to {ubftantiate them by common fame and public notoriety. 

“ No expence has been incurred but what has becn approved of, and pro- 
vided for by parliament. Thé public treafure has been duly applied to the 
ow to which it was appropriated by parliament, and regular accounts have 

en annually laid before parliament, of every article of expence. If by 
foreign accidents, by the difputes of foreign ftates amongft themfelves, or 
by their defigns againft us, the nation has often been put to an extraordinary 
expence, that expence cannot be faid to liave been unneceffary, becaufe, if 
by faving it we had expofed the balance of power to danger, or ourfelyes 
to an attack, it would have coft, perhaps, a hundred times that fum, before 
we could recover from that danger, or repel that attack. 

“Yn all fuch cafes there will be a variety of opinions. I happened to 
be one of thofe who thought all thefe expences neceffary, and I had the 
good fortune to have the majority of both houfes of parliament on my fide 5 
but this, it {cems, proceeded from bribery and corruption. Sir, if any one 
inftance had been mentioned, if it had been fhewn, that I ever offered a re- 
ward to any member of either houfe, or ever threatened to‘ deprive any 
member of his office or employment, in order to influence his yote in par- 
Jiament, there might have been fome ground for this charge; but when it 
is fo generally laid, I do not know what I can fay to it, unlefs it be to deny 
it as generally and as pofitively as it has been afferted; and, thank God ! 
till fome proof be offered, I have the laws of the land, as well as the laws of 
charity in my favour. - 

“© Some members of both houfes have, it is true, been removed from their 
employments under the crown; but were they ever told, either by me, or 
by any other of his majefty’s fervants, that it was for oppofing the meafures 
of the adminiftration in parliament ? They were removed, becaufe his ma- 
jefty did not think fit to continue them longer in his fervice, His majefly 
had a right fo to do, and I know no one that hasa night to afk him, What doft 
thow? If his majefty had a mind that the favours of the crown fhould cit= 
culate, would not this of itfelf be a good reafon for removing any of his fer- 
yants? Would not this reafon be approved of by the whole nation, except 
thofe who happen to be the prefent poffeffors ? I cannot, therefore, fee how 
this can be imputed as a crime, or how any of the king’s minifters can be 
blamed for his doing what the public has no concern in; for if the public 
be well and-faithfully ferved, it has no bufinefs to afk by whom, ¥ 

* As to the particular chasge urged againft me, I mean that of the army 
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Period VI. debentures, I am furprifed, Sir, to hear any thing relating to this affair 

1737 tot742. charged upon me. Whatever blame may attach to this affair, it muft be 

hd placed to the account of thofe that were in power, when I was, as they call 
it, the country-gentleman: It was by them this affair was introduced, and 
conduéted, and I came in only to pay off thofe public {ccurities, which their 
management had reduced to a great difcount, and confequently to redeem our 
public credit from that reproach, which they had brought uponit, The dif- 
count at which thefe army debentures were negotiated, was a {trong and pre- 
valent reafon with parliament, to apply the finking fund firft to the payment 
of thofe debentures, but the finking fund could not be applied to that pur- 
pofe, till it began’to produce fomething confiderable, which was not till the 
year'1727. That the finking fund was then to receive a great addition, was 
a fa&t publicly known in 1726; and if {ome people were fufficiently quick- 
fighted to forefee. that-the parhament would probably make this ufe of it, 
and cunning enough to make the moft of their own furefight, could J help 
it, or could they be blamed for doing fo? But I defy my moft inveterate 
enemy to prove, that I had any hand in bringing thefe debentures to a dif- 
count, or that I had any fhare in the profits by buying them up. 

“In reply to thofe who confidently affert that the national debt is not 
decreafed fince 1727, and that the finking fund has not been applied to 
the difcharge of the public burthens, 1 can with truth declare, that a part 
of the debt has been paid off, and the landed intereft has been very much 
cafed, with refpeét to that moft unequal and grievous burthen, the land tax. 
I fay fo, Sir, becaufe upon examination it will appear, that within thefe 
fixteen or feventeen years, no le{s than £. 8,000,000 of our debt has been 
aétually difcharged, by the due application of the finking fund, and at leaft 
£. 7,000,009 has been taken from that fund, and applied to the eafe of the 
Jand tax. “For if it had not been applied to the current fervice, we muft have 
fupplied that fervice by increafing the Jand tax ; and as the finking fund was 
originally defigned for paying off our debts, and eafing us of our taxes, the 
application of itn eafe of the land tax, wascertainly as proper and as necef- 
fary an ufe as could be made. And J little thought that giving relief to 
landed gentlemen, would have been brought againft me as a crime. 

On the con- ‘* T thall now adyert to the third topic of accufation, the conduct of the 
aude ofthe war, I have already ftated in what manner, and under what circumftances 
hoftilities commenced, and as Iam neither general nor admiral,asThave nothing 

to do cither with our navy or army, I am fure J am not anfwerable’for the 

profecution of it. Bat were I to anfwer for every thing, no fault could, I 

think, aa found with my condué in the profecution of the war: It has 
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from the beginning been carried on with as much vigour, and as great care Chapter 66, 
of our trade, as was confiftent with our fafety at home, and with the cir+ 174te 
cumftances we were in at the beginning of the war. If our altacks upon 
the enemy were too long delayed, or if they have not been {0 vigorous or fo 
frequent as they ought to have been, thofe only are to blame who have for 
many years been laranguing againft flanding armies ; for without a fufficient 
number of regular troops in proportion to the numbers kept up by our neigh- 
bours, Iam ture, we can neither defend ourfelves, nor offend our enemies, 
On the fuppofed mifcarriages of the war, fo unfairly flated, and fo udjuftly 
imputed to me, I could, with great eafe, frame an incontrovertible defence ; 
but as I have trefpatied fo long on the time of the houfe, I fhall not weaken 
the effect of that forcible exculpation fo generoufly and difintereftly ad- 
vanced by the right honourable gentleman who fo meritorioufly prefides at 
the admiralty. . 

“ If my whole adminiftration is to be {Crutinifed and arraigned, why are 
the moft favourable parts to be omitted ? If facts are to be accumulated on 
one fide, why not on the other? And why may not I be permitted to {peak in 
my own favour * Was I not called by the voice of the king and the nation 
to remedy the fatal effeéts of the South Sea project, and to fupport de- 
clining credit? Was I not placed at the head of the treafury, when the re~ 
venues were in the greateft confufion? Is credit revived, and does it now 
flourifh ? Is it not at an incredible height, and if fo, to whom muft that cir- 
cumftance be attributed ? Has not tranquillity been preferved both at home 
and abroad, notwithftanding a moft unreafonable and violent oppofition ? 
Has the true intereft of the nation been purfued, or has trade flourifhed ? 
Have gentlemen produced one inftance of this exorbitant power, of the in- 
fluence which I extend to all parts of the nation, of the tyranny with which 
I opprefs thofe who oppofe, and the liberality with which 1 reward thofe 
who fupport me ? But having firft intefted me with a kind of mock dignity, 
and ftyled me a prime minifter, they impute to me an* unpardonable abule 
of that chimerical authority which they only have created and conferred. If 
they are really perfuaded that the army is annually eftablifhed by me, that 1 
have the fole difpofal of pofts and honours, that I employ this power in the 
deftruction of liberty, and the diminution of commerce, let me awaken them 
from their delufion. Let me expofe to their view the real condition of the 
public weal ; let me fhew them that the crown has made no encroachments, 
that all fupplies have been granted by parliament, that all queftions have 
been debated with the fame freedom as before the fatal period, inf which my 
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Ferioa VII. counfels are faid to have pained the aftendancy? An afcendancy from which 

473701742. they deduce the lofs of trade, the approach of flavery, the preponderance of 
prerogative, and the extenfion of influence. But I am far from believing 
that they feel thofe apprehenfions which they fo earneftly labour to commu- 
nicate to others, and I have too high an opinion of their fagacity not to 
conclude that, even in their own judgment, they are complaining of griev- 
ances that they do not fuffer, and promoting rather their private intereft than 
that of the public. : 

“* What is this unbounded fole power which is imputed to me ? How has 
it difcovered itfelf, or how has it been proved ? 

«What have been the effects of the corruption, ambition, and-avarice, 
with which I am fo abundantly charged ? 

“ Have I ever been fufpeéted of being corrupted? A ftrange pheno- 
menon, a corrupter himfelf not corrupt Is ambition impuled to me ? Why 
then do I ftill continue a commoner? 1, who refufed a white flaff and a 
peerage. I had, indeed, like to have forgotten the little ornament about my 
fhoulders, which gentlemen have fo repeatedly mentioned in terms of far- 
caftic obloquy. But furely, though this may be regarded with envy or in- 
dignation in another place, it cannot be fuppofed to raife any refentment in 
this houfe, where many may be pleafed to fee thofe honours which their 
anceftors have worn, re{tored-again to the commons. 

“ Have I given any fymptoms of an avaricious difpofition? Have I ob- 
tained any grants from the crown fince 1 have been placed at the head of the 
treafury ? Has my conduét been different from that which others in the 
fame {tation would have followed? Have I adted wrong im giving the place 
of auditor to my fon, and in providing for my own family ? I truft that their 
advancefnent will not be imputed to me as a crime, unlefs it fhall be proved 
that I placed them in offices of truft and refponfibility for which they were 
unfit. : 

“ But while f unequivocally deny that I am fole and prime minifter, and 
that to my influence and direction all the meafures of government mutt be at- 
tributed; yet Fwill not fhrink from the refponfibility which attaches to the 
poft I have the honour to hold ; and fhould, during the long period in which 
1 have fat upon this bench, any one ftep taken by government be proved 
to be either difgraseful or difadvantageous te the nation, I am ready to hold 
myfelf accountable. 

“ To conclude, Sir, though I fhall always be proud of the honour of any 
traft or confidence from. his majefty, yet I fhall always be ready to remove 
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from his councils and prefence, when he thinks fit ; and therefore I fhould 
think myfelf very little concerned in the event of the prefent queftion, if it 
were not for the encroachment that will thercby be made upon the preroga- 
tives of the crown. But I muft think, that an addrefs to his majefty to ic- 
move one of his fervants, without fo much as alledging any particular crime 
againft him, is one of the greateft encroachments that was ever made upon 
the prerogatives of the crown; and therefore, for the fake of my matter, 
without any regard for my own, I hope all thofe that have a due regard for 
our conftitution, and for the rights and prerogatives of the crown, without 
which our conftitution cannot be preferved, will be againft this motion.” 

This {peech made a deep impreffion on the houfe. It was delivered in 
a moft animated and facinating manner, and with more dignity than he 
ufually affumed. The moticn was negatived by 290 againft 106 *; a great 
and nufual majority, which proceeded from the {chifin between the Tories 
and. the Whigs, and the feceffion of Shippen and his friends. 

The fame motion was made by lord Carteret the fame day in the houfe 
of lords, and fupported with more pertinacity and vigour than in the com 
mons. The {chifm between the Tories and Whigs had not extended to that 
houfe, and the lords in oppofition acted uniformly and confiftently in one 
compact phalanx. 

The principal fpeakers againft the minifler were, the dukes of Bedford 
and Argyle, the earls of Sandwich, Weftmoreland, Berkshire, Carhfle, Abing- 
don, and Halifax, and the lords Haverfham and Bathurft; the oppofers of 
the motion were, the lord chancellor, the dukes of Newcaftle and Devon- 
fire, the bifhop of Salifbury (Sherlock) the earl of Lay, and lord, Hervey. 

The motion was negatived by 108 again{t 59, but a warm proteft was 
figned by 31 peers. The prince of Wales was prefent, but did not vote ; and 
it was remarked that feveral peers who had places under government, parti- 
cularly the earl of Wilmington, did fot divide with either party +. 

Immediately after the motion was thus difpofed of, the duke of Marlbc+ 
rough rofe, and moved to refolve, “ that any attempt to inflict any kind of 
punifhment on any perfon, without allowing him: an opportunity to make 
his defence, or without proof of any crime or mifdemeanour committed by 
Kim, is contrary to natural juftice, the fundamental laws of this realm, and 


the antient eftablithed ufage of parliaments ; and it is a high infringement on. 


the liberties of the fubject.”” 
* Journals. + Lords’ Debates, Tindal. 
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The truth of the propofition contained in this motion, was adoiitted by 
the warmett friends of the laft motion ; but, contrary to all principles of rea- 
foning, they infifted upon the treaties that lay before them, as being full evi- 
dences againft the minifter, but without offering one circumftance of evi- 
dence to prove that thofe treaties had been folely conduéted by him, or that 
they were detrimental in themfelves to the honour and intereft of the nation. 
They made, however, a faint endeavour to {et afide the motion upon the pre- 
vious queftion, but it was carried, though ftrong protefts were entered upon 
both queftions *. 

In this whole tranfaction, the greateft furprife was excited by the conduct 
of Shippen. 

His feceffion expofed him to much obloquy from the party whom he de- 
ferted. Some inferred, that his abfence was purchafed by a bribe+, and did not 
fcruple to aflert, that he received an annual penfion from government ; others 
have been fo unjuft as to affert that this rumour was induftrioufly raifed by 
Walpole, to decry his integrity, and diminifh his influence +. It might 
be fufficient to refute this unjuft reflection, by obferving, that his wife’s 
fortune placed him far above all temptation, and that he had exhi- 
bited a ftrong proof of difintereftednefs at a very trying period. When 
Shippen was committed to the Tower, for declaring that the only infelicity 
in his majefty’s reign was, that he was unacquainted with our language and 
conftitution, and that the fpeech from the throne was rather calculated for 
the meridian of Germany, than of Great Britain; the prince of Wales, then 
diffatisfied with his father, fent general Churchill, his groom of the bed- 
chamber, to him, with the offer of a prefent of £.1,000; which Shippen 
declined §. ‘That he was honeft and inflexible, is undoubted! Even 
Walpole himfelf has attefled this truth, by repeatedly declaring, not only 
while he was at the head of affairs, but after his refignation, not only during 
the life of Shippen, but after his deaths that he would not fay who was cor- 
rupted, but he would fay who zwas net corruptible, that man was Shippen |[. 

The real caufe of his feceffion, I am enabled to afcertain, from the account 
of a perfon neatly related to him: Sir Robert Walpole having difcovered 
a correfpondence, which one of Shippen’s fricnds carried on with the Pre- 
tender, Shippen called on the miniffer, and defired him to fave his friend. 
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Sir Robert willingly complied: and then faid, Mr. Shippen, I cannot defire Chapter 550 
you to vote with the adminiftration, for with your principles, | have no right 174" 
to expe it. But I only require, whenever any queftion is brought forward in 
the houfe perfonally affecting me, that you will recolleél the tavour I have — 
now granted you. It is likewife to be obferved, that this was only a tem- 
porary truce, for he foon refumed his agcuftomed oppofition, and gave his 
affiftance to thofe ftrenuous meafures, which drove the minafter from the 
helm. . A 
If uniformity of principles, and confiftency of conduct, be admitted as a 
merit, William Shippen certainly deferves that culogium as much or more 
than any ather member of the houfe of commons. Yct in confidering the 
perfons who formed the minority, we ought to be on our guard, left we mif- 
take the heat of party for true patriotiim ; and we fhould allo be wary in truft- 
ing to expreffions which are become almoft cant words, and have been handed 
from one writer to another, until they have been adopted as unqueftionable 
truths, Thus he is called by various writers, “ she Englifh Cato,” “* inflexible ° 
(patriot ;” and Pope has faid of him, < 


I love to pour out all myfelf, as plain 
As honeft Shippen, or downright Montagne, 


But though we may allow him to be honeft and incorruptible, yet the ap- 
pellation of true patriot, can by no means be juftly conferggd on him; unlefs we 
fhould ftyle that man a patriot, who was notorioufly difaffected to the pro- 
teftant fucceffion, and publicly known to be in the interefts of the Pretender 5 
who did not affeé&t even to conceal his fentiments, who in the hetcrogencous 
meetings of the oppofition, frequently dilgufted the old Whigs with declara- 
tions on the neceffity of reftoring the Stuarts *; and who in company with 
his intimate friends, was often heard to declare, that he waited for orders from 
Rome, before he would give his vote in the houfe of commons. 

The family of Shippen was fettled in Chefhire. His father, who was 
rector of Stockport, had four fons, one of whom was prefident of Brafen Nofe 
college, Oxford, a man of diftinguifhed abilities, and of the fame principles 
with his brother; and one daughter, who married Mr. Leyborne, a gentle- 
san of refpectable family in Yorkthire. 

- William Shippen was born about the year 1672, and received his edica- 
tion at Stockport {chool, which was conducted with great credit by a mafter 
whofe name was Dale. He firft came into parliament in 1707, for Bramber 


#* From the bithop of Salifbury. 
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Period VII. in Suffex, in the place of John Afpill, who was expelled for blafphemy, by 
_4757 01742. the intereft of lord Plymouth, whofe fon Dixy Windfor, was his brother-in- 
———’_ law. He again reprefented that borongh in 1710. In 1713, when he was 

chofen for Saltath in Cornwall, probably by government intereft, but waved his 
feat in 1714, on being eleéted for Newton in Lancahire, through the intereft 
of Mr. Legh of Lime Park, in Chefhire, whofe aunt, lady Clarke, was married to 
his brother Dr. Shippen, which place he continucd to reprefent until his death. 
His paternal eftate was very fmall, not exceeding £.400 a ycar, but he ob- 
tained a fortune of not lefs than 70,000 by his wife, who was daughter and 
co-heirets of Sir Richard Stote, knight, of the county of Northumberland, 
by whom he left no children. His way of living was in all refpects fimple 
and ceconomical, Before his marriage he never exceeded his income, and 
even afterwards his expences were not proportionable to the largenefs of his 
eftate, 

For a fhort period he had apartments in Holland-houfe, from whence he 
dates feveral of his letters to bifhop Atterbury, with whom he maintained a 
conitant correfpondence, during his exile*, And William Morrice mentions 
him in one of his letters as a perfon who continued fixed to his principles, 
or as he expreftes himfelf, as hone? as ever. He feems to have had no country 
tefidence, except a hired houfe on Richmond-hill, but made excurfions in 
{ummer to his wife’s relations in Northumberland. His ufual place of abode 
was London, in th latter period of his life, in Norfolk Street, and his houft 
was the rendezvous for perfons of rank, learning, and abilities; his manner 
was pleafing and dignified, and his converfation was replete with vivacity’and 
wit. k 

Shippen and Sir Robert Walpole had always a -perfonal regard for each 
other. 4e was frequently heard to fay, Robin and I are two honeft men. 
Hc is for king George, and I for king James, but thofe men with long cravats 
(meaning Sandys, Sir John Rufhout, Gybbon, and others) only defire’ places, 
either under king George or king James. 

By the accounts of thofe + who had beard him in the houfe of commons, 
tis manner was highly energetic and {pirited as to fentiment and expreffion ; 
‘but he generally {poke in a low tone of voice, with too great rapidity, and 
held his glove before his mouth, His {peeches ufually contained fome pointed 
‘period, which peculiarly applied to the fubjeét in debate, and which be ut- 
tered with great animation. 


» Intercepted letters, Orford Papers. $ From the late carl of Orford, 
Shippen 
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Shippen publifhed {everal pamphlets, the titles of which I cannot af- Chapter 9% 


certain: he may be fuppofed to have obtained fome reputation.as a poet, 
by the mention which Sheffield, duke of Buckingham, makes of hira in his 
poem, “ The Election of a Poet Laureat :” 


To Shippen, Apollo was cold with refpect, 
But faid in a greater affembly he fhin’d : 
As places were things he had ever declin’d. 


Shippen wrote two political poems. Fa¢tion Difplayed, and Moderation 
Difplayed. In the firlt he draws the charaters of the great Whig lords, 
under the names of the principal Romans who were engaged in Catalinc's 
confpiracy. This fatire is feyere and cauftic, but the lines are, in general, 
rough and inharmonious. The concluding paflage, which refers to the death 
of the duke of Gloucefter, is not without ment : 


So by the courfe of the revolving {pheres, 

Whene’er a new difcover’d ftar appears 5 

Aftronomers, with pleafure and amaze, 

Upon the infant luminary gaze. 

They find their heavens enlarg’d, and wait from thence 
Some bleft, fome more than common influence ; 

But fuddenly, alas! the flecting light 

Retiring, leaves their hopes involv'd in endlefs night. 


Ens wife was extremely penurious, and from a peculiarity of temper, un- 
willing to mix in fociety. She was much courted by queen Carine, but hav- 
ing imbibed from her hufband a great independency of principle, oftenta- 
tioufly affected to decline all intercourfe with the court. 

The fortune which he received with his wife, and the money which he had 
Naved, came to her on his death; ingconfequence of a compact, that the fur- 
vivor fhould inherit the whole. As neither he nor any of his brothers left 
any fons; his paternal eftate paffed to his nephew Dr. Leyborne, principal of 
Albion-hall, Oxford, and Mr, Leyborne, a merchant of the factory at Lifban. 
Shippen’s widow lived toa great age : her infirmities being fuch as to prevent 
her making a will, her,ample frtune therefore denied on her fifter Mrs, 
Dixie Windfor®. 

© Shippen’s niece,’ Mis Leyborne, was A collateral brattch of the family of Shippen 
matyied to the Rev, Mr. Taylor. She was is fettled in Philadelphia, ome of them married 
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CHAPTER THE FIFTY-SEVENTH: 


1741. 


Proceedings of Parliament on the Auftrian Subfidy.—Grant of Three hundred 
thoufand Pounds to the Queen of Hungary—Her Inflexibility—and difaftrous 
Situation. 


HE only parliamentary méafure in this feffion which deferves farther 

notice, was the grant of a fubfidy to the quecn of Hungary, which 
finally involved England in a war with France. It was undoubtedly neither 
confonant to the wifhes or fentiments of the minifter, who had earneftly ex- 
erted himfelf to bring about an accommodation betwen Pruffia and Auttria, 
to promote a meafure calculated to encourage the obftinacy of Maria Therefa 
at a moment when fhe feemed wavering and irrefolute. But the voice of 
the nation loudly echoed the unceafing cry of oppofition in favour of Maria 
Therefi. The king was alarmed for his German dominions, the majority 
of the'cabinet inclined to vigorous meafures, and it was imagined tat a de- 
cided refolution «f parliament to fupport the houfe of Auftria, would inti- 
midate the king of Pruffia, and induce him to lower his terms of accomino- 
dation. 

In confequence of thefe prevailing fentiments, the king opened the firbject 
in a fpeech from the throne, He faid, ' 

* At the opening of this feffion, I took notice to you of the death of the 
late Emperor, ané of my refolution to adhere to the engagements Lam un- 
der, in order to the maintaining df the balance of power, and the liberties 
of Europe, on that t important occafzon. The affurances I received from you, 
in return to this Communication, were ly agreeable to that zeal and 
Vigour which this parliament has always exerted in the fupport of the honour 
eerie on com ant Miao, ¢ and of thé common cauie. 

‘* The war which has fince broke‘out,'and beon carried on in part of the 
Auftrian dominions, and the various and entenfive claims which are puib- 
licly made hee acne’. Rhccalion, ate San ab Ss es 
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the utmoft eare and attention, as they may involve all Europe in a bloody war, Chapter $71 
and in confequence, expafe the dominions of fuch princes as fhall lake part mfuppart of 
the pragmatic fanEtion to imminent and immediate danger. The quecn of Hungary 
has already made a requifitionof the twelve thoufand men, exprefily ftipulated 
by treaty; and thereupon I have demanded of the king of Denmark, and of 
the king of Sweden, as Landgrave of Heffe Caffel, their refpective bodies of 
troops, confifting of fix thoufand men each, to bein readinefs to march forth- 
with to the affiftance of het Hungarian majefly. I am alfo concerting fuch 
further meafures as may obviate and difappoint the dangerous defignsand ats 
tempts, that may be forming, or carried on, in favour of any unjuft preten- 
fions, to the prejudice of the houfe of Auftria. In this complicated and un- 
certain ftate of things, many incidents may arife, during the time when, by 
reafon of the approaching conclufion of this parliament, it may be impoffible 
for me to have your advice and affiftance, which may make it neceffary for 
me to enter into {till larger expences for maintaining the pragmatic fanc- 
tion, In a conjuncture fo critical, I have thought it propet to lay thefe 

. important confiderations before you, and to defire the concurrence of my 
parliament, in enabling me to contribute in the mofl effectual manner to the 
fupport of the queen of Hungary, the preventing by all reafonable means 
the fubverfion of the houfe of Auflia, and to the maintaining the liberties 
and balance of power in Europe *.”” 

When the commons returned, Clutterbuck + recapitulated the occafion Debate on 
which had induced the king to make this application. He expatiated on ae for 
the ambitious defigns of France, expofed the danger of Europe from the de- ave: 
“ftruction of the howfe of Auftria, the injuftice of Pruffia in the invafion of 
Silefia, and the wifdom and propriety of afferting the pragmatic fanction, 
and fulfilling their engagements with the houfe of: Auftria. As by this 
conduét, he obferved, the king would expofe his electoral dominions, and 
as the danger would be inereafed nét by any difputes with the neighbouring 
princes, but by his firmnefs in afferting the general rights of Europé, atid as 
the confequences of this conduét would be chiefly beneficial to Great Bri- 
tain, the houfe ought to fupport him in he profecution of this defign :- He 
concluded, “ I hope every gentleman in this houfe, will agree with me, that 
we t to déGlare our approbation of thefe meafures, in fuch terms #3 may 
fhiew the world, that thofe who fhall dare to obftruét them, mutt refolve to 
incutthe vefentaiént of this nation, and expufe themfelves to all the oppo- 
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Period VII. fition that the parliament of Great Britain can fend forth againft them. We 

1737101742. ougkt to pronounce that the territories of Hanover will be confidered on 
this occafion as the dominions of England, and that any attack on one or the 
other will be equally refented. I therefore move, that an humble addrefs be 
prefeated, “ to expyefs our dutiful ferrfe of his mayelty’s regard fowthe rights of 
the queen of Hungary, and for maintaining the pragmatic fanétion ; to de- 
clare our concurrence in the prudent meafures, which his majetty i is purfuing 
for the prefurvation of the liberties and balance of power in Europe; to ac- 
knowledge his maefty’s wifdom and refolution, in not tufferng himfelf to 
be diverted fiom Mea@ily perfevering in his juft purpofes of fulfilling his en- 
gagetiénts with the houfe of Auftnia*,” 

Fox fupported the addrefs, and obferved, “ If the propofed oppofition to 
the king of Pruffia fhould incite him, or any other power, to an invafion of 
his mayefty’s foreign dominions, we cannot refufe them our prote¢ctionand affift- 
ance; foras they fuffer for the caufe which we engaged to fupport, and fuffer 
only by our meafures, we are, at leaft‘as allies, obliged by the laws of equity, 
and the general compaéts of mankind, to arm in their defence; and what 
may be claimed by the common right of ajjies, we fhall furely not deny 
them, only becaufe they own the fame monarch with ourfelves,” 

As for fome time the oppofition had been clamorous in arraigning the 
minifter for not fupporting the queen of Hungary, they could not confiftently 
refift the motion. But fortunately, the expreffion in the {peech alluding to 
Hanover, and the {pecific declaration of the member who moved the addrefi, 
that the King’s German dominions were the object of defence, gave them an 
opportunity of defcanting on the popular topic of Hanoverian intereft, with- 
out appearing to decry the propriety of fupporting the pragmatic fanétion, 
or arraigning the principles on which the motion was founded. 

Pulteney readily allowed the ambitious defigns of France, and the necef- 
fity of counteracting them. He then <obferved, that the only hopes of ef- 
feGting that beneficial’purpofe refted on the houfe of Auftria, For.this rea~ 
fon the uniform exertions of this country had been employed in agprandifing 
that power, as a counterpoife to the-increafing weight of the houfe of Bour- 
bon. But this wife plan was whally overturned, and the fabric which this 
country +had fo long and fo affiduoufly laboured to erect; was at once de- 
ftroyed, by the treaty of Hanover, and from that time, glmoft to the pre- 
font moment, almoft all our exertions had been uniformly direéked to’ the 
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fame mifchievous purpofe. ‘ By what impulf,” he added, or by what Chaptey. 57. 
infatuation, thele affertors of liberty, thefe enemies of France, thefe guar- 1743." 
dians of the balance of power, were on the fudden prevailed on to declare - 
in favour of the power whom they had fo long thought it their chief intereft 
and lugheft honour to oppofe, muft be difcovered by figacity fuperior to. 
mine. But after fuch perplexity of coupcils, and fuch fluctuation of con- 
duét, if our concurrence is neceifary to increafe his majefty’s influence on 
the Continent, to animate the friends of the houfe of Auftria, or to reprefs 
the difturbggs of the public tranquillity, I fhall willingly unite with the moft 
zwalgus advocates for the adminiftration in any vote of approbation or affift- 
ance, not contrary to the act of fettlement, that important and well con~ 
certed aé&t, by which the prefent family was advanced to the throne, and by 
which it was provided that England fhall never be involved jn a war fur 
the cnlargement or protection of the dominions of Hanover, dominions from 
which we never expeéted nor received any benefit, and for which therefore 
nothing ought to be either fuffered or hazarded. : 

“ If it should again be neceffary to form a confederacy, and to unite the 
powers of Europe againft the houfe of Bourbon, that ambitious and refllefs 
family, by which the repufe of the world is almoft every day interrupted, 
which is inceffantly labouring againft the huppinefs of human nature, and 
feeking evuiy hour an opportunity of new encroachments, 1 declare that I 
fhall not only, with the greateft cheerfulnefs, bear my fhare of the public 
expence, but endeavour to reconcile others to their part of the calamities _ 
of war. This I have advanced, in confidence that fufficient care fhall be 
taken, that in any new alliance, we fhall be parties, not principals, that the 
expence of war, as the advantage of victory, fhall be common; and that 
thofe who unite with us fhall be our allies, not our mercenarics.”* 

The reply of the minifter was fpecific and manly: “ We are obliged, by 
this treaty, to fupply, the houfe of Ayftria with twelve thoufarfl men, and 
the Dutch, who were engaged in it, by our example, have promifed a fupply 
of five thoufand. This force, joined to thofe armies which the large do- 
minions of that family enable (hem to raife, were conceived fufficient to 
repel any enemy by whom thejr rights fhould be iavaded. But becaufe 

- in affairs of fuch, importance nothing is to be left to hazard, becaufe 
the prefervation of the equipoife of power, on which the liberties of al- 
moft all mapkind, who gan call themfelves free, muft be acknowledged to 
deperids ‘ought to be rather certain, than barely probable; it is ftipulated 
farther, both by the Dutéh and ourfelves, that if the fupplies {pecified in 
the fief, article thall appear infufficient, we thall unite our whole force u 
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the defence of our ally, and ftruggle once more for independence, with ar- 


By thefe ftipulations, mo engagements have been formed that can be 
imagined to have been prohibited by the act of fettlement, by which it 
is provided, that the houfe of Hanover thall not plunge this nation into a 
war, for the fake of their foreign dominions, without the confent of the 
parliament; for this war is by no means entered upon for the particular 
fecurity of Hahover, but for the general advantage of Europe, to reprefs the 
ambition of the Frenéb, and to preferye ourfelves and our piifterity from 
the moft abject dependance upon a nation, exafperated againft us by a long 
oppofition and hereditary hatred. 

“ Nor is the aét of fettlement only preferved unviolated, by the reafons 
of the prefent alliance, but by the regular concurrence of the parliament, 
which his majefty has defired, notwithflanding his indubitable right Of mak- 
ing peace and war by his own authority, I cannot, therefore, imagine upon 
what pretefce it can be urged that the Jaw, which requires that no war fhall 
be made on account of the Hanoverian dominions without the confent ol 
parliament is violated, when it is evident that the war is made upon othe: 


motives, and the conctrrence of the parliament is folemnly defired.” 


Sandys having made the fame objection as Pulteney, and obferved that 
the motion was inconfiftent with-the truft repofed in the commons by the 
conftitution, who owe allegiance to the king of Great Britain and not ta 
the eleétor of Hanover, was anfwered by Horace Walpole, who defended 
the treaty of Hanover. After a few remarks from Viner, againft the pro- 
pricty of opffofing the king of Praffia’s demands, before they were fully un- 
derftood, lord Gage concluded the debate by obferving, “1 have always 
been taught that allegiance to my prince is confiftent with fidelity to my 
country, that the intereft of the king and the people of Great Britain i: 
the fame, ahd that Ke only ig a true {ubje& of the crown, who is « fteady pro: 
moter of the happinefs of the natidtt, 

—* Bor this reafon I think it neceffary to declare, that Hanover is always tc 
be confidered as a fovereignty feparate from that of England, and as  cotin. 
try with laws and geiigrefts diftin® from our's; and that it is the duty o! 
the repre(entatives of this tration, to take care-that interefts fo differem 
may never be confounded, and that England may incur no expéhbe of’ whitt 
Hanover alone can enjoy the advantage. if he the thettor of ‘Hanover, thoul¢ 
be engaged in war with any of the neighbouring who! ould be 
enabled by a Victory to enter into the country, cary the ty 
througfi. all his tetritories, it woukd by no means be neceifry fer = 
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tion to interpofe ; for the elector of Hanover might lofe his dominjons with- Chapters 
out any difadvantage of difhonour to the king or people of England.” > 14h. 

Tt was evident that the minority, in making thefe obfervations, did not 
intend to oppofe the motion, but only to caft a reproach upon adminiftra- 
tion ; for the queftion was carried without a divifion *. 

The addrefs being carried, the minifter moved for an aid of £, 300,000 to April 13. 
the queen of Hungary. He briefly ftated the «neceflity of preventing the Aufiran 
difmemberment of the Auftrian dominions, in which the interefls of Great eae 
Britain were peceffarily involved. Shippen oppofed the motion, in a {peech 
replete with farcaftic irony. He faid, * though it cannot be expected 1 
have forgotten the refentment which 1 have formerly drawn upon mylelf by 
an open declaration of my fentiments with regard to Hanover, I ftand 
up again with equal confidence, to make my proteftations againft any. inter- 
pofttion in the affairs of that country, and to avow my diflike of the promife 
lately made to defend it: A promife, jnconfiftent, in my opinion, with that 
important and inviolable law, the act of fettlement! A promife, which, 
if 11 could have been foreknown, would, perhaps, have for ever precluded from 
the fucceffion, that illuftrious family, to which we owe fuch numberlefs 
bleffings, {uch continued felicity, Far be it from me to infinuate that we 
can be too grateful to his mayefly; or too zealous in our adherence to him ; 

jonly let us remember that true gratitude confifts in real benefits, in pio- 
| moting the true intereft of him to whom we are indebted; and furely, by 
‘ hazarding the welfare of Great Britain in defence of Hanover, we fhall very 
|Hittle confult the advantage or promote the greatnefs of our king. 

* It is well known how inconfiderable in the fight of thofe, by whom the 
fucceffion was eftablithed, Hanover appeared, in comparifon with Great 
Britain, Thofé,men, to whom even their enemies have {eldom denied praife 
for knowledge and caparity, and. who have been fo loudly cel@srated by 
many who have joined’ in the lait addrefs, for their honeft zeal, and the lgve' 
of their country, enaéted, that the king of Great Britain fhould never vifit 
thofe important territories, which we have fo folemnly promifed to defend, 
at the hazard of their “bappinefs. It was evidently their defign that our 
fovercignsengrofied by the care of his new fubjeéts, a care which, as they‘ 

reafopably.smagined, would arife from gratitude for dignity and power fo 


Addrefs 
cared, 


» ; 3 
‘we his that Chandler has omit- however, which authenticates the xccount in 
i sate; altough it 1s given the Gentleman's Mrgazine. Neither Sinwl- 

in. the Gostieman'y Magazine, from which lett or Helfham take fk notice of it. 
‘Be fod the “fuicteetling debate, . + Alluding,to his commitment tothe towcr, 
fightly alludes to it, ina manner, ce chap. +7 p 112, 
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liberally conferred, fhould in time forget that corner of the earth, on which 
his anceftors had refided, and aét, not as eleétor of Hanover, but as ‘king of 
Great Britain, as the governor of a mighty nation, and the lord of large 
dominions. 

“ It was exprefsly determined, that this nation’fhould never be involved 
in a war-for the defence of the dominions on the continent, and doobtlefs the 
fame policy that has reftratned us from extending our conquefts in coun- 
tries, trom which fome advantages might be received, ought to forbid all ex- 
penfive and hazardous meafures, for the fake of territories from whence no 
benefit can be reaped *.” 

Viner followed Shippen in oppofing the grant, and after confidering the 
difpute between Auftria and Pruffia as a bufinefs in which England had no 
immediate concern, exclaimed, “ Are we to ftand up fingly in defence of 
the pragwatic fanCtion, to fight the quarrel of others, or live in perpetual 
war that our neighbours may be at peace +?” 

The minifter and his friends took no notice of the indecorous allufions in 
Shippen's fpeech, but defended the motion on the ground of national faith. 
After a few obfervations from Pulteney, who fupported the expediency of the 
meafure, and (ome farther remarks from the minifter, the queftion was car- 
ried without a divifion, © : F 

This grant, however founded on juitice and confiftent with national honour, 
mutt be lamented as premature, becaufe it fruftrated the wife plan which 
Walpole was forming for the pacification of Germany. He faw-and lamented 
the difficulties which prevented an accommodation with Pruffia; he trongly 
inculcated the neceflity of a grand confederacy againft France, and confcious 
that all alliances to that purpofe would prove inefficient and ineffetual un- 
lefs Pruffia was included, He laboured to overcome the pertinacious refift- 
ance of the queen of Hungary. By his direction Horace Walpole had fre- 
quent conferences with count Oftein ¢, the Imperial minifter in London ; in 
which he fully explained the ftate.of Europe, the defigns of France, and the 
peculiar fituation-of England. He reprefented in fuch ftrong terms the fatal 
corifeyuences to be apprehended from the hoftility of the king of Pruffia, 
and the good effeéts to be derived from his alliances, as fully onvittced the 
Auftrian minifter. Oftein declared bis ready affent to the force bf thefe argu- 

: » 
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ments, and promifed to place them in fo favourable a light as fhould induce 
the queen ‘to clofe with the propofitions of Pruffia, But this defign was 
fatally counteracted by the fpirit of Maria Therefa, by her reliance on the 
promifes of France, and particularly by the ill-judged enthufiafm of the Bri- 
tifh nation, which called ee for the moft active exertions in her fayour. 

The yote of £. 300,000 had fcarcely paffed the commons, before lord 
Carteret affured Oftein, that the grant of that fubfidy was not owing to the 
good difpofition of the miniftry, but extorted by the unanimous call of 
parliament, and the general voice of the people, Accordingly, the Auftrian 
minifter inftantly changed his opinion, and inftead of feconding the efforts of 
Walpole to perfuade his miftrefs to enter into an accomrhodation with the king 
of Pruffia, encouraged her to perfevere in rejecting his demands, becaufe the 
Britifh nation would pour out the laft drop of their blood, and fpend their 
laft penny in fupport of her juft caufe *. 

In confequence of her inflexibility, the king of Pruffia continued his in- 
roads; he over-ran and conquered the remaining part of Silefia, and the 
grand ‘confederacy, planned and confolidated by France, attacked the Auftrian 
dominions on all fides. The eleétor of Bavaria, at the head of 70,000 troops, 
took Paffau and Lintz, fummoned Vienna to furrender, made himfelf mafter 
of Bohemia, was inaugurated king at Prague, and expected every moment 
his elevation to the Imperial throne. Two French armies poured like a 
torrent ever the countries of Germany. The one, under marfhal Broglio, 


joined the eleétor of Bavaria, and took poffeffion of Prague; the other, led | 


by marfhal Maillebois, hovered on the banks of the Rhine, and threatening 
to {pread themfelyes over Weftphalia, awed the electorate of Hanover, and 
compelled George the Second to defert Maria Therefa, and to accept a 
neutrality, which was condemned both at home and abroad as a {candalous 
and pufillanimous meafure.” 

‘The king of Sardinia threatened hoftilities, and a Spanifh army, under the 
marquis of Montemar, marched from Naples towards the frontiers of the Mi- 
lanefe ;, while the infant, Don Philip, at the head of a confiderable corps, was 
Peeparing to penetrate through Dauphiné and Savoy, into Auftrian Lom: 


bardy. 
‘Maria, Therele, deferted py Ruffia and the United Provinces, and a 
her allies, except Great Britain, quitted Vienna, which was preparing 

ey) took fefuge at Prefbu =? and threw herfelf on the affection and zeal of 


ber, kfungniisn {objes. Compelled by imperious negeffity, the purchafed 
* Horace Walpole to the duke of Cumberland, Walpole Papers. 
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the neutrality of Pruffia, by the ceffion of Lower Silefia. Het fituation was 
truly deplorable, and her difafters rebounded on fhe mittifter. To his 
finifter aufpices it was attributed that the conftellation of the houfe of Bour- 
bon feemed afcending to its zenith, and the ftar of England and Auftria 
declining towards the horizon. 


CHAPTER THE FIFTY-EIGHTH: 


1741. 


Diffolution of Parliament.—State of the Minifiry—Walpole deferted or fe- 
eretly thwarted by many of his former Friends.—Succefsful Exertions of the 
Oppofttion, — We/lminfler Election. — Schifm in the Cabinet. — Neutrality of 
Hanover.—Sxpinene/s of Watpole.—Clamours againft him. 


N the 25th of April, the king put an end to the laft feffion of this 
parliament, in a fpeech from the throne, in which, after thiiking them 
for the zeal with which they had fupported the meafures of government, he 
added, “ I will immediately give the neceffary orders for calling a new par- 
liament. There is not any thing I fet {0 high a value upon, as the love and 
affection of my people; in which I have fo entire a confidence, that it is 
with great fatisfaction, I fee this opportunity put into their hands, of giving 
me frefh proofs of it, in the choice of their reprefentatives *.”” 
- Writs were iffued for electing a rtew houfe of commons, returnable the 
25th of June. si n 
On the expiration of the parliament the ftroggle of the con- 
tending nate, which was to terminate Bn removal, or the firm eftablifh-’ 


ment of Walpole. ; 
Notwithifjanding a flrong remonftrance from Sir Robert Walpole, the king 


embarked for bis German dominions. : : 
The minifter was Ipft in a precarious fituation, to manage the elections, 
the midft of an un(uttefsful war, at variance with the majotity of fle cx- 


®* Journals, vol. 13. p. 357+ ‘ 
inet, 
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binet, and with the general fpirit of the nation againft him, at a time Chapter sf. 
when the fears of Jacobitifm, and the dread of a popith Pretender, had —r741.. 
begun to fubfide. In this emergency, either betrayed by his pretended Se 
friends, deferted by thofe who ought to have fupported him, deceived in 

imagining that the triumphant majority which had thrown_out the motion 

to remove him, was an indication of the people's affection, or conceiving 

that a firnr coalition between the Tories and difaffected Whigs, could not 

take place in time to oppofe him, he abandoned himfelf to an inconfiderate 

fecurity, and neglefted to take his ufual precautions. 

The firft great oppofition to government took its rife in the city of Contefted 
Weltmintter, where the court was fuppofed to poffefs an unbounded in- partie 
fluence. It had been ufual for the electors to return the two mem- 
bers who were recommended by the crown, The reprefentatives in the 
laft parliament were, Sir Charies Wager, firft lord of the admiralty, and lord 
Sundon, a Jord of the treafury; and it was fuppofed that they would have 
been rechofen as ufval, without oppofition, But lord Sundon was very un- 
popular: he had been raifed from a low condition to an hith peerage, 
through the intereft of his wife, who had been favourite bed-chamber womaAn 
to queen Caroline. The other candidate, Sir Charles Wager, was unexcep- 
tionable, both in his public and private chara¢ter, but his attachment to the 
minifter was a fufficient objection, 

Some electors of Weftminfter propofed, very unexpectedly, admiral Ver- 
non, then in the height of his popularity, and Mr. Irwin, a private gentle- 
man of confiderable fortune. The oppofition at firft defpifed, became for- 
midable ; and Sir Charles Wager being fummoned to convoy the king ta 
Holland, the’ management of the cleétion was entrufted to ignorant veftry, 
men and violent juftices. The party in oppofition to the court candidates, 
became very tunraltuous. Thé' majority of the electors were decidedly in fa~ 
vour of the.minifterial candidates, but lord Sundon was imprudently advifed 
to clofe the poll, to order a party of guards to attend, and while the military 
power furrounded the bpftings, the high bailiff returned him and Sir Charles 
Wager... This imprudent céndudt highly gig the populace; the 
— were infulted Sandon was attacked, and narrowly efcaped with 

‘e. 
ye example of the oppofition at Weftminfter, diffufed a’general fpirit And other 
s throughout thé- kingdom, and violent contefts were excited in all quarters. Plat 
litres lof miduey fiebfitpporting the expences werd fiubfcsibed by Pul- 
tency, the duchefé of Marlborough, and the prince of Wales, who contracted 
great debts-@n'this memorable occaflon, and the managers of oppofition em- 
452 ployed 
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ployed this money with great advantage. Lord Falmouth galned over 
many of the Cornifh boroughs, which had ufually returned the members 
recommended by the crown: The duke of Argyle exerted himfelf with fuch 
effe&t,in Scotland, that he baffled all the efforts of his brother, the earl of 
Ixy, who had long managed the intereft of the crown in that quatter; and 
the majority of Scottifh members, who had formed a ftrong phalanx in favour 
of government, were now ranged on the contrary fide. Thefe acquifi- 
tions were confidered by oppofition as a fare omen of fuccefs; and Doding- 
ton, in a letter to the duke of Argyle, drew a comparative ftatement of the 
two fides, in the future parliament, highly unfavourable to the mainifteriat 
party*. He juftly obferved, that a majority of fixteen, which was the ut- 
moft that the moft fanguine friends of the minifter could entertain hopes of 
forming at the commencement of the feffion, would foon become a mino-~ 
rity. He laid down a plan of conduét and attack, which was wifely formed, 
and ably executed, the homogencous parts were confolidated, and the whole 
phalanx, however divided and difcordant in other refpects, moved on unir 
formly to one great object, the removal of the minifter. 

Many caufes concurred, in the prefent ‘crifis, to render the efforts of 
Walpole for {ecuring 2 fufficient majority in the new parliament ineffec- 
tual. He had continued fo long in full power, that many, like the 
fubjeéts of the Pope during a long reign, pined for a new adminiftration,, 
froma mere defire of change. Others formed dreams of future {plendour and 
happinefs, which were to beam on the nation, when the minifter was re- 
moved ; that miniftery who was ftyled the father of corruption, who was ac- 
cufed of fquandering the public money, and of drawing from the plunder of 
his devoted country, {uch immenfe riches as no indivaiual had ever before 
amaffed ; who alone prevented the fuppreffion of numeroys taxes, the aboli- 
tion of the national debt, and obftruéted thofe plans of reform, which 
were to reftore credit and dignity to the king and parliament. His fall was 
to-produce anew zra, the revival of the’golden age ; a junction of ali parties 
was to take place, and the fovereign, inftead gf being the chief of a fa&t, was. 
to become at once the father of his people, dnd to reign. in the hearts of his 
fubjects. “Thefe notions were induftrioufly circulated, and greedily fal 
lowed by the deluded populace, until his removal became an object of na~ 
tional concerm: 

The popular clamour for a war with Spain had beca (0 vielgnt, that the 
reliftance of the miinifter was doconed a thameful pafiianimity and dendistion 


© Dodington to the duke of Argyle, Jane 23, 374%. Comefpanidence, ef 
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ef national honour, end became the favourite theme of {atire and contumely, 
both in profe and rhyme. ‘ Sir Robert Walpole,” as Burke juftly obferves, 
was forced into the war in 1739, by the people, who were inflamed to this 
meafure, by the molt leading politicians, by the,irft arators, and the greatelt 
péets of the times. Forthat war Pope fung his dying notes. Fot that war 
Johnfon, 'in more energetic ftrains, employed the youce of his early genwus, 
For that war Glover diftinguifhed himlelf in the way in which his merit was 
the moft natural and happy. The crowd readily followed the politicians, 
in the cry for a war which threatened little bloodthed, and whieh promifed 
victories, that were attended with fomething more felid than glory, A war 
with Spain was a war of plunder *.”” z 
But even thofe who aéted with him laboured to undermine his power. 
Wilmington wifhed his downfall, trufting that if that event thould take place, 
he thouid fucceed as firft lord of the treafury. He caballed with the 
principal leaders of oppofition, and in a letter + to Dodington, congratulated 
him on his fucce in the eleCtions of Melcomb and Weymouth, againft the 


candidates fupported by the minifter. Newcaftle, who had hitherto acted. 


an‘ underpart, afpired to be leader of the Whigs, and flattered himfelf that 
on the removal of Walpole, a confiderable addition of power would be placed 
in his hands. He had even mace clandefting overtures to the duke of 
Argyle, which had been difclofed to the minifter . 

The minifter was alfo greatly embarraffed with the conduét of foreign 
affairs, on which he was not always confidentially confulted. The negotia- 
tion which fettled the neutrality of Hanover, was begun and nearly con- 
cluded, not only without his approbation, but almoft without his know- 
ledge §. ‘The firft pofitive information he received of it, was a private letter 
from the king, which was delivered to him in the prefence of the duke 
of Ne , to whom he never difclofed the contents ||. He was ap- 
prehenfive left the nation fhould impute to him a meafure fo extremely 
unpopular, Efe complained that lord Harrington, the fecretary of ftate w! 
attended the king to Hanbver, had not giwen earlier notice tb the cabinet 
Englarid, and he tald a foreign agent q, that the neutrality of Hanover was 
eompulfory, and could: not affect England. On mature reflection,. however, 
He appreciated the neceffity of the meafure, and thotgh diffstisfied with 
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the commencement of the negotiation, approved ‘sid’ fanlioned its con- 
clufion, ‘ 

Every means was now emptoyed to tradute his character. The “moft 
calumnious reports were invented and diffufed. It was rumoured. that ad- 
miral Haddock had orders to avoid meeting and’ intercepting the Spanifh 
tran{ports carrying troops to Italy, for the purpdfe of taking. poffeffion of 
Tufcany, Parma, and Placentia, for Don Philip, under the guaranty of Eng- 
land. Even fuch wild and abfurd fitions *, that he had betrayed to Fleury 
and Patinho, the projected operations againft Spain, and that he received 
from thofe minifters large remittances to bribe the parlment;were auda- 
cioufly advanced, and confidently believed. ‘ 

The minifter had been no fooner forced into the war, than the mode of con- 
dudting it became an object of obloquy and cenfure. Violent murmurs 
were diffufed throughout the nation, grounded on the ill fuccefs of the war, 
the lofs of te commerce with Spain, of which thofe who forced the minifter to 
commence hoftilities moft loudly complained; the neutrality of Hanover 
was reprefented as inconfiftent with the dignity and interefts of England, 
and falfely imputed to him. To thefe immediate caufes of complaint were 
added apprehenfions of future evils; the conclufion of a difhonourable 
peace with Spain was fuid to be in agitation, of which the bafis was to be 


© Thefe idle reports were repeated in an 
infamous pamphlet, intitled, “ A Key to fome 
late important Tranfactions, in fevera} Letteis 
from a certain Great Man, nobody knows 
where, wrote nobody knows when, and di- 
feted to nobody knows who," 1742. _In the 
Memoirs of Madame Pomy ur, 8 inferted a+ 
pretended letter from Sir Robert Walpole, to 
cardinal Fleury, requefting 3 miltions of livres, 
to bribe the English pariament.’ “ Je paie 


io 
vous achetez la paix de ta premiere main, &c, 
&c,” Memoires de Pompadour, tom. 1. p. 58, 
1 hhall employ no time in difcuffing this letter, 
the numerous faldves and abjurdities of which 
exhibit the ftrongeft internal evidence that 
it is a forgery. It would not have been worth 
while to notice fuck w letter, inferted in o 
Spurious publication, had it not been quoted 
ay authentic, by the anunymous biographer of 
the eerl of Chatham, with a malicious inten- 
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the reftitution of Gibraltar and Minorca; the aggrandifement of France, the 
abafement of the houfe of Auftria, the eftablifhment of the elector of Bava- 
ria on the throne of the Empire, who would always remain attached to 
the houfe of Bourbon, and the guaranty of Parma to Don Philip, which 
would be a fhameful breach of the guaranty of the pragmatic fan¢tion. 

The majority by which the motion to rernove him was rejected, the death 
of Sir William Wyndham, and the retreat of Bolingbroke into France, ren- 
dered him indolent, and infpired him with too much confidence in the fups 
port of the king, and in the ftrerigth of his friends. “ His fuccef$ on this 
occafion,” as a contemporary pamphleteer juftly expreffes himfelf, * threw 
him into a lethargy of power. He imagined that the breach between the 
Whigs and the Tories was too great ‘to be repaired during the time of 
electing 4 new parliament ; he thought that it would daily become wider; he 
feems to have miftaken the motives which induced the Tories to nét as they 
did, and formed too favourable a judgment of the temper and fpirit mani- 
fefted by the people on that unjuft motion. He gave them time to recon- 
cile this temporary ebb, and fuffered the popular opinion againft him to flow 
back again with increafing violerice *.” 

While the minifter laboured under this preffure of great unpopularity ; 
while he was arraigned for the-meafures of others, of which he was acculed 
of being the fole direétor ; while the cabinet was divided, and the fupport 
from the crown fo feeble ; the exertions on the fide of government were ina- 
dequate to the vigorous efforts made by oppofition. The Tories and Jaco- 
bites were reconciled with the difaffeted Whigs, and all united to demolith 
their common enemy. Letters from the Pretender -+ were circulated among 
the Jacobites and high Torles, exhorting them to ufe all their efforts for the 
purpofe of the difgrace of Sir Robert Walpole; and fuch was the temper 
of the people, that his fall became the open or fecret with of all parties. 


* A View of the whole Conduct of a late undred letters, which were tranfmitted to his 
Eminent Patriot, p. 148. friends, jn November 1741. The purportf 
¢ Brom lord Ortord.—Haough alfo, in @ them was to engage them to ufeall poffible en= 
letter % Bovsce Walpole, fays, * The Preten- deavours, in order to compafs Walpale’s da- 
der, as fits your great brother pofitively affured —molition.” Walpole Papers. 
me, to his Certain knowledge, fent at lealt an 
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CHAPTER THE FIFTY-NINTH: 
1741—37441 


Meeting of Parliament.—Complexion of the new Houfe of Commons. King's 
Speech —Walpole permits an Alteration to be made in the Addrefi,—Small 
Majority in Favour of the Bofincy Eletion.—The Appointment of a Chair- ' 
man of the Committee of Elettion carried againft him.—Lofes the Queftion of 
the Wehiminfter Elettion,— Adjournment of the Houfe—Ineffeliual Attempt to 
detach the Prince of Wales from the Oppofition.—Houfe again affembles:—Wal- 
pole Yofes the Chippenham Eleéion.—Adjournmentof the Houfe of Commons, 
at the King's Requeft.—Sir Robert Walpole created Barl of Oxford, and refigns. 
—Affetting interview with the King.—Regret of his Friends. 


HE new parliament affembled on the 4th of December; when Ar- 
thur Onflow was rechofen fpeaker. On the 8th, the king made a 
fpeech from the throne. He fajd: 

“ It is always a great fatisfaction to me to meet you affembled in parlia- 
mént; and efpecially at this time, when the pofture of affairs makes your 
counfel and affiftance fo neceffary ; and when by means of the new elections, 
I may have an opportunity of knowing the more iinmediate fenfe and difpo- 
fition of my people in general, from their reprefentatives chofen, during a 
feafon, which has been attended with a great variety of incidents of the 
greateft confequente and expectation,, and during the courle of the war, in 
which we are engaged with the crown of Spain; a war, in itfelf, juft and 
neceffary, entered into by the repeated advice.of, both hhoufes of: parliament, 
and particularly recommended to me, to be carried on in America, which has 
been my principal care. I can therefore make no doubt, but.that you are 
met together, fully {enfible of our prefest fituation, and prepared to give 
me fuch advice, as thall be moft conducive to the honour and tme intereft 
of my crown and kingdoms.” aw 

* He next mentioned the powerful confederacy formed againft the queen 
of Hungary, &c. “ Had other powers,” he faid, “ that were under’ the like 
engagements with me, anfwered the juft expeétations they had fo folemnly 

given, 
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given, the fupport of the common caufe had heen attended with lefs diffi- Chapter 5. 
culty. I have, purfuant to the advice of my parliament, ever fince the death 1741to1743- 
of the late Emperor, exerted mytelf in fupport of the houfe of Anftria. I 5 
have endeavoured, by the moft proper and early applications, to induce other 
powers that were equally engaged with me, and united by common intereft, 
to concert fuch meafures as fo important and critical a conjunéture required ; 
and where an accommodation feemed to me to be neceflary, I laboured to 
reconcile thofe princes, whofe ,union would have been the moft effectual 
means to prevent the mifchiefs that have happened, and the beft fecurity for 
the fafety and intereft of the whole. Although my endeavours have not 
hitherto had the defired effect, I cannot but ftill hope, that a juft fenfe of 
the common and approaching danger will produce a more favourable turn 
in the counfels of other nations.” He then exhorted parliament to put the 
nation in a condition of affifting its friends, defeating its enemies im any 
attempts they might. make againft him or his dominions, and concluded 
with an exhortation, that they would aét with unanimity, vigour, and dif- 

atch *. 
: The remarkable caution with which the king had always mentioned any 
thing relating to his allies, made this {peech the more noticed, and it was 
generally fuppofed not to have been dictated by the minifter +, a circumftance 
which feemed to demonftrate, that there was a preponderating party againft 
him in the cabinet. ; 

It foon appeared from the complexion of the houfe, and the condué& of Proceedings. 
the minifvér, that his power and influence were on the decline. An addrefs 
of thanks being propofed by Henry Herbert, fome of the oppofition objected 
toa claufe, “ for returning his majefty the thanks of this houfe, for his royal 
care in prafecuting the war with Spain.” Sif Robert Walpole now felt, for 
the firft time, the awkwardnefs of his fituation, and he appeared “ fhorn of 
his ftrength.” Inftead of oppofing avith fpirit any alteration in the ad- 
drefs, and rganfully declaring that the misfortunes of the war could not be 
charged upon government, he attempted to palliate the loffes which the 
nation had fuffered, and to fhew that the war had not been fo unfuccefsful 
as it was reprefented, and weakly agreed, for the fake of unanimity, to 
omit the paragraph relating to the Spanifh wart. Pulteney availed him- 
felf of this conceffion; and attributed it to fear and confcious guilt. He 
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made a Jong and animated fpeech, full of perfonal inveétives ; and anticipated 
the triumph of his party, by an allufion to the balance of power. He 
faid, that not being in the fecrets of government, he was ignorant of its 
ftate abroad, but congratulated the houfe that he had not for many years known 
it to be fo near an equilibrium there as it was then*. He then recapitu- 
lated the principal charges which had been urged againft Sir Robert Wal- 
pole from the beginning of his adminiftration ; dwelt very particularly on 
the mifmanagement of the war with Spain, and even carried his reproach fo 
far as to accufe him of being influenced by the enemies of the proteftant 
eftablithment. 

Walpole repelled this intemperate attack with unufual feeblenefs; and 
after a thort but general juftification of the meafures of government, con- 
cluded with faying, “1 am very far from hoping or defirimg that the houfe 
fhould be fatisfied with a defence like this; I know, by obferving the prac- 
tice of the opponents of the miniftry, what fallacies may be concealed in 
general’ affertions; and am fo far from withing to evade a more ftriét in- 
quiry, that if the gentleman who has thus, publicly and confidentially ac- 
cufed the miniftry, will name a day for inquiring into the fiate of the nation, 
I will. fecond his motion +.” 

This challenge was accepted; the addrefs, without any mention of the 
Spanifh war, was voted ; the motion made by Pulteney to fix a day for confi- 
dering the flate of the nation, was feconded by Walpole, and the arft of 
January was appointed for that purpofe. 

, The coolnefs of the addrefs, and the omiffion-of thé claufe relating to the 
war, effentially hurt the minifter. It led his interefted followers to fufpect, 
that his power was declining ; while his friends, who were fteady in their at- 
tachment to the houfe of Brunfwick, were of opinion, that ftronger affur- 
ances were due to the king, for the dangers to which he expofed his electoral 
dominions, the French having already tiolated the ftipulated neutrality, and 
threatened to take up their winter quasters in Mfanover f. e 

‘The great pomts on which the two partiesexerted their refpective ftrength, 
were. the decifions.on contefted eleGtions. Ever fittee the Aylefbury conteft, 
when the houfe of commons affumed'to itéelf the power of judging finally 
on the: qualifications. of the chectors, which had been fo warmly oppofed' by 
‘Walpole, in the commencement of his: parliamentary career, the decifion om 
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eletions became a meré party bufinefs. The merits of the cafe were {uldom 
confidered, and the queftions were almoft wholly carried by perfonal or poli- 
tical interefts. At the opening of this parliament, there were more contefted 
elections than ufual ; and as the power of the two contending parties ultimately 
depended on the decifion, every nerve was {trained by both fides in favour 
of their refpective friends, the minifter had been heard to declare, that 
there fhould be no quarter given in elections, and his friends trufted that 
the decifions would chiefly be in his favour. But thefe fanguine hopes 
were fruftrated by the a¢tivity of oppofition, the lukewarmnefs of many 
of his real friends, and treachery of his pretended partifans. The oppo- 
fition made it a principal obje¢t to attend on thefe occafions, and it was 
efteemed infamous to defert a committee of eleétion*. On the other 
hand, many of thofe who fupported government often ftaid away, and not 
unfrequently voted againft the candidates countenanced by the minifter. 

The firft divifion which took place was on the Boffiney election, and the 
party favoured by the minifter carried it only by 222 againft 216. With 
this {mall majority, Walpole aéted as he had done in former parliaments, 
He did not fufficiently adapt himfelf to the change of circumftances, or 
confult the temper of the houfe in the queftion which was next moved, 
for choofing a chairman of the committee of eleCtions. This was a point 
of great confequence, becaule he poffeffed confiderable power in influencing 
the decifions referred to the committee. Walpole aéted with much impru- 
dence in propofing Giles Earle, one of the lords of the treafury, who had 
been chairman during the two laft parliaments, and was exceedingly unpo- 
pular. The oppofition fupported Dr. Lee, who was much more beloved and 
refpected by all parties than his antagonift. The queftion was accerdingly 
carried, from perfonal confiderations, againft the- minifterial candidate, by a 
majority of 242 againft 238. The Jofs of this queftion gave a mortal blow 
to his intereft, and redoubled the (pirit of his adverfaries. The fatal confe- 
quences wore. immediately vifible ; feveral unfuccefsful candidates, who had 

depended on his fupporty withdrew their petitions. 

But the fate of the minifter was almoft decided by the deteftnination on 
the Weftminfter eleCtion, which was one of the points he moft wifhed to 
carry, and in which he had flattered himfelf with the moft fanguine hopes. 
Qn -the petition of the two rejected members, complaining of an un- 
due election and return, the queftion was carried againft the fitting members 
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by a majority of four, and the eleétion was declared void. A motion for 


2737t01742. adjournment was negatived, and the returning officer was ordered to be taken 
-——— into cuftody, by a majority of 217 againft 215. A fecond motion to ad- 
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fication 


oe Wale 


journ was alfo loft, and it was unanimoufly refolved, that the prefence of 
armed foldiers, at an election of members of parliament, was a high infringe- 
ment of the liberties of the fubjeé&t, a manifeft violation of the fepdom of 
elcétion, and an open defiance of the laws and conftitution. 

On the 24th, the houfe adjourned to the 18th of January ; and that fhort 
interval was employed by the minifter in attempts to increafe his friends, and 
to maintain himfelf in power, but all his efforts were ineffectual. 

The ftate of his own health was a principal caufe of his downfal. He had 
fuffered at the latter end of the preceding year from a fevere illnefs*, His 
memory was no longer fo ftrong, nor his method of tranfacting bufinefs 
fo ready as hefore. Hence he was »ncapable of making thofe exertions which 
his critical fituation rendered neceffary ; of unmafking his treacherous friends ; 
of expofing his enemies, and of adopting fuch meafures as would have ena- 
bled him to aét with vigour, or to retire with dignity. During this feffion 
he appeared in general abfent and thoughtful. He feemed to have loft, 
in many inftances, that contempt of abufe, and command of temper, for 
which he had heen remarkably diftinguifhed: he was either, contrary to his 
ufual cuftom, filent, or he was irritable and fretful. In one inftance he publicly 
declared, that if he could collect the real fenfe of the houfe on the difficult 
and dangerous fituation of affairs, he would fiupport it asa minifter in the 
cabinet. But when he made this declaration, he did not intimate his own 
opinion; a circumftance which, according to the late eerl of Hardwicke, 
who was piefent on this occafion, proved the diftrefs and concern under 
which he laboured +. The lofs of the Weftminfter queftion ought to have 
been the fignal of his immediate refignation, and many of his friends were 
of that opinion. But he ftill appeared ‘anxious to rétain his power as long 
as he was able ; and during the re¢efs of parliament, be made an ill-judged 
application to feduce the prince of Wales from hisgarty, in which his own 
fagacity and Rnowledge of mankind ought to have convinced him, that he tad 
no chance of fucceeding. Being informed that the membess of oppofition’ 
propofed to renew the motion in parliament, for‘increafing the eftablifhment’ 
of the prince, he prevailed on the king, not without the greateft difficulty,’ 
to offer an increafe of £. 50,000 to his annual income, and fo infinuate hopes: 
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that his debts fhould be paid, provided he would not oppofe the meafures 
of government. . A meffage to this purpofe was conveyed to the prince by 
the bifhop of Oxford *, at the inflance of lord Cholmondeley, and by 
command of the king. The prince, after due expreffions of duty and affec- 
tion, declared that he confidered the meffage as coming from lord Chol- 
mondeley, and not from the king, and therefore would not liften to any 
propofition of a fimilar import, fo long as Sir Robert Walpolé continued 
at the head of adminiftration +. 

The refignation of Sir Robert Walpole was now confidered as certain both 
by his friends andenemies ; but he had ftill more mortifications toexperience 
before his fate was ultimately decided. 

On the 18th of January the parliament again affembled; and on the 19th 
the queftion on the Berwick eleCtion was carried, without a divifion, in favour of 
Alexander Hugh Campbell, againft the candidate who was fupported by the 
court. Onthe zoth, a bill, brought in by Sir John Rufhout and Sir John Hynde 
Cotton, for taking, examining, and ftating the public accounts, paffed without 


* Secker, afterwards archbifhop of Canterbury. 


+ As many erronedls narratives of this tranf= 
action have been given to the public, I fhall 
fubjoin an account, which I found among the 
‘Walpole papers, in the hand-wiiting of Sir 
Robert Walpole, and bearing the followin 
endorfement; ‘ An qccount of what paffe 
between H. R. H. and lord Oxford, January 5, 
1744, with the printed letter that paffed betweon 
the king and prince upon the breach.” 

An account of what the bifhop of Oxford 
faid to the prince of Wales, from lord Chol~ 
mondeley, authorized by his majefty, January 

1 “ 

5 tee ithe royal highnefs would write a 
dutiful letter to his majeity, expreffing his con- * 
cern for what was , in fuch a manner as 
might be confiftent with his moaiefiy'a honour 
to accept, reprefenting the uneafy circum- 
ftances of his fortune, and referring them to 
his majelty’s goodnefs, lord Cholmondeley 
had full er fufficient from ii Nom 
Jedge of hls majefty’s intentions and difpofi- 

-, to affure feral Aighne(s that his ma- 

jelty would be reconciled to him; and would 

0,900 2 yeat'to his prefent income, and 
wuile not require any terms fiom him, in 
relation to any of thofe who were in 
By royal highneli’s fervice, counfelg, or con- 


fidence, nor retain any refentment or difplea- 
fure againft bins. 

“To this lord Cholmondeley added, that 
there was no doubt but that his royal high- 
nefs's debts would in this cafe be provided tor, 
in foch @ manner as upon farther confideration 
fhould be found molt proper and praéticable. 

“ The anfwer of his royal Rie tneis Jina 
5, 174g. “ His royal highnefs afed trong 
Sepeitits of duty and affection to his majefty, 
and anfwered further to this purpofe: That if 
this had been a meffage direétly from his ma- 
jefty, it would have been his duty to have 
written a letter to H. M. on the occafion ; but 
as it was a propofition that came from lord* 
Cholmondeley, in the manner I had mentioned; 
his anfwer to lord Choladudeley was, that he 
we not hearken to it, fo long as Sir Robert 

ak wasin ery by w! he conceived 
himfelf to lave bee hab injured, and to 
whom be ee the moft prudent advice for 
Sir Robert Walpole hi , and the public, 
was, that he fliould retire;.and that he, the 
prince, had‘ before this received intimations of 
the fame nature with thofe 1 had now faid to 
him, and defired not to have any more, whilit 
Sir Robert continued in power.” 
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Period VII. oppofition. On the 2rft, Pulteney made the celebrated motion for referring 

3747to1742. toa fecret committee the papers relating to the war, which had been already 
prefented to the houfe, As this motion involved in it numerous charges 
againft "the conduét of the war, ftated the neceffity of a parliamentary in- 
quiry, and brought on perfonal invectives againft the minifter, Sir Robert 
Walpole took aconfiderable fhare in the debate, and was roufed to the moft 
animated exertions, In this laft effort, he is faid by his friends to have 
excceded himfelf, and evinced fuch a confummate knowledge of foreign af- 
fairs as aftonifhed the houfe. He was alfo ably defended by Pelbam, Win- 
nington, and Sir William Yonge; the queftion, however, would have 
been carried but for the influence of lord Hartington, who brought over 
two Tory members, and by this means, to ufe the expreffions * of Sir Robert 
Wilmot, faved the country from twenty-four tyrants! The motion was ne- 
gatived by a majority of only three, in the fulleft houfe kaown for many 
years, tor 503 members voted. 

Qn this queftion every exertion was made by oppofition, and every art 
ufed to fecure a majority. The purport of the intended motion was not 
previoufly known. The minifter was taken unawares; many of his friends 
had retired ; many abfented themfelves by defign; others, who were fent for 
in the courfe of the debate, declined, under various pretences, making their 
appearance, while all his opponents remained at their poft8. The efforts 
were fo great on both fides, that members were brought in from the cham- 
ber of ficknefs. Several-voted in that condition on the fide of oppofi- 
tion; but fome who intended to have fupported the minifter were pre- 
vented from appearing at the divifion. They had been placed in an ad- 
joining apartment belonging to lord Walpole, as auditor of the exchequer, 
which communicated with the houfe. The adverfaries, aware of this fact, 
filled the keyhole of the door with dirt and fand, which prevented their 
admiffion into the houfe till the divifion was over}+. On this occa- 
fion as general Churchill was fitting next to the prince of Wales, who 
was in the houfe of commons to hear the debates, a member was brought 
in who had loft the uf of -his limbs. “So,” fays the prince, “I fee you 
bring in the lame, the halt, and the blind, “ Yes,” replied the general, “ the 
‘lame on our fide, and the blind on your’s ¢.” The fimall majority in favour 
of government, notwithftanding all the exertions made by the minifter, was 
fo fure a fignal of his defeat, that a motion to addrefg the king for copies of 
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the memorials sand letters, and other papers fent to and from the king of 
Pruffia, which had been rejected on the 18th of December, by a majority 
of 24, now paffed without a divifion, 

At length, on the 28th, the oppofition finally triumphed. A queftion 
on the Chippenham election was carried againft the minifter, by a majority 
of one, 237 againft 236, and the party gained fo confidernble ‘an acceffion, 
by the defertion or abfence of feveral members of the court party, that the 
final decifion of the Chippenham eleétion’ was carried againft the miinifter, 
by a majority of 16, 241 againft 225. Walpole feemed to have antici- 
pated this event, and met it with his ufual fortitude and cheerfulnefs. While 
the tellers were performing their office, he beckoned Sir Edward Bayntun, 
the member whofe return was fupported by oppofition, to fit near him, 
fpoke to him with great complacency, animadverted on the ingratitude 
of feveral individuals who were voting againft him, on whom he had conferred 
great favours, and declared he fhould never again fit in that houfe *. 

On the jd of February the houfe adjourned at the king's command, figni- 
fied by the chancellor, to the 18th. 

On the gth Sir Robert Walpole was created ear] of Orford, and on the 
1sth he refigned. 

It is afferted by a contemporary hiftorian +, who poffeffed great means of 
information, that the minifter would have fooner retiued, if the ftate of the 
nation and of parties had not rendered his continuarice in power neceflary 
for the arrangement of a new adminiftration, and for preferving the tranquil- 
lity of the country; and that he continued in office folely in compliance 
with the wifhes of his friends. The papers which have been committed 
to my infpedtion, and the undoubted information which I have received, 
enable me to contradict this affertion. He retired unwillingly and flowly : 
no thipwrecked pilot ever clung to the rudder of a finking veffel with 
greater pertinacity than he did to the belm of ftate, and he did not relinquifh’ 
his poft until he was driven from it by the defertion of his followers and 
the clamours of the public. Speaker Onflow, who knew him well, declared’ 
that he reluctantly quitted his ftation ¢ ; and if any doubt ftill remains, we 
have the teftimony of the minifter. “ I muft inform you,” he obferves in 
a letter to the duke of Devonthire, “ that the parle was {0 great among, 
what’ fhell I call them, my own friehds, that they ai! declared that my 
retiring. was become abfolutely neceflary, as the ofity means to carry oni the: 
public bufine(s with honour and fuccefs §.”” 
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It has been alfo afferted with no lefé confidence, that the king hinsfelf was 
become weary of a minifter, who had fo long direéted his affairs, who’ had 
fo often oppofed and obftruéted his inclination for war, and-who was full 
endeavouring to remove every obftacle which impeded the return of peace. 
But the fame documents enable me to adduce an honourable teftimony of 
the good faith and firmnefs of George the Second. Although the afperities 
which time and vexation occafioned in both their tempers, produced a mo- 
mentary diffatisfaction, yet the king had contracted, by long habit and ex- 
perience of his capacity for bufinefs, a high regard and efteem for his long- 
tried counfellor. In yain the earl of Wilmington and the duke of Dorlet 
had enforced the neceffity of his removal, the refolution of the king was 
unfhaken, and he did not confent to his refignation until the minifter him- 
felf made it his expref3 defire *. 

. The interview when he took leave of the king was highly affecting. On 
kneeling down to kif his hand, the king burit into tears, and the ex-minifter 
was fo moved with that inftance of regard, that he continued for fome time 
in that pofture ; and the king was fo touched, that he was unable to raife 
him from the ground. When he at length rofe, the king teftified his 
regret for the lofs of fo faithful a coun(ellor, expreffed his gratitude for his 
long fervices, and his hopes of receiving advice on important occafions +. 

When his refolution to-refign was known, he received more honours than 


had been paid to him in the plenitude of power. His laft levee was more | 
numeroufly attended than his firft. The concourfe of perfons. of all ranks | 


and diftinétions was prodigious; and their expreflions of affectionate regard 
and concern extremely moving. 

The ex-minifter received many proofs of difinterefted attachment from 
perfons to whom he had never fhewn any mark of particular attention, 
Among others, Soame Jenyns gave a teftimony of his approbation, thus 
recorded in the words of his biographer. ‘* Unknown to Sir Robert, and 
unconnected with him by acquaintance or private regard, he fupported him to 
the utmoft of his‘power, till he retired from his high'flation, making room for 
thofe who foon fhewed the lofs the nation had fuftained by the fad exehange. 
Afier he had retired, Soame Jenyns waited upon Sir Robert at Chelfea, 
when, amongft other things which paffed in converfation, lord Orford ac- 
knowledged the fupport he had given him, during the time that he had fitten 
in ent, and in expreffions of great thankfulnefs; at the fame time 


® Lord whe duke of Devon- Lord Hort the duke of Devon- 
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declaring, that had thofe to whom, during his meridian of power, he had Chapter g. 
fhewn the greateft friendfhip, and loaded with all the favours he could confer 1741 tor74a. 
on them, but borne as kind difpofitions to him as he had done, who had “=== 
not been’ diftinguithed by any particular regard, he would not then have 
paid a vifit to an ex-minifter *.” 

The old clergyman of Walfingham, who was mafter of the firft {chool in 
which Sir Robert Walpole was inftru&ed, came to Houghton, and told 
him that he had been his firft mafter, and had predidted that he would be 
@ great man. Being afked why he never had called on him while he was in 
power, he anfwered, “ I knew that you were furrounded with fo many peti- 
tioners craving preferment, and that you had done fo much for Norfolk 
people, that I did not with to intrude.” “ But,” he added in a ftrain of 
good-natured fimplicity, “ I always inquired how Robin went on, and was 
fatisfied with your proceedings +."" 


© Life of Soame Jenyns, p. 37. + From Lord Orfecd. 
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